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Planning 
for better 
dinners 
at school 

AN ACTION plan to 
improve school meals across 
Walsall is due to be go before 
councillors in the next few 
months. 

The £1.1 million a year 
school catering service is 
being reviewed by Walsall 
Council. 

The move comes after it 
emerged less than half of 
pupils are taking up school 
meals. 

A working group of coun¬ 
cillors was set up calling for 
further improvements to the 
quality of the meals. Council 
chiefs are now drawing up a 
plan which will go before the 
decision-making Cabinet in 
the spring. 

Councillor Rachel Andr¬ 
ew, cabinet member for chil¬ 
dren’s services, said: “The 
remit was to consider how 
the council can improve the 
life chances of children and 
young people by facilitating 
improved nutrition and the 
role of school meals... and 
make recommendations in 
how improvements can be 
taken forward.” 

The group said the service 
should continue to be 
offered by the council rather 
than be completely trans¬ 
ferred to other providers. 

Club trade 
is hit hard 

AN arson-hit nightspot in 
Walsall will remain closed to 
revellers until February. 

Bosses at Modus Vivendi, 
in Bridge Street, have vowed 
to bounce back from the 
attack which damaged 20 
per cent of the building. It is 
hoped the venue will reopen 
by February. 

Police are trawling CCTV 
footage for clues on the 
attack, which happened in 
the early hours of December 
13. It has left the club 
missing valuable trade at 
one of the busiest times of 
the year. 

Richard Langford, a 
spokesman for the club, 
said: “The bosses have been 
devastated by what has hap¬ 
pened. This has come at the 
busiest time of the year and 
the bar had been doing really 
well before this.” 


New honour for swimming hero 


WALSALL swimming sensation Elbe Simmonds led a 
charge of Olympic and Paralympic heroes recognised in the 
Queen’s New Year Honours list. 

Elbe, from Aldridge in Walsall, has been given an OBE 
after winning two golds, a silver and a bronze at the 2012 
London Paralympic Games. The OBE for 18-year-old Elbe 
tops off a sensational year for the star, who was also one of 
the 12 contenders for BBC Sports Personality of the Year. 

The swimmer, who was given an MBE in 2009, said: “It’s 
been a great honour to be included in the list which caps an 
amazing year for me personally and for British sport.” 

Meanwhile, record-breaking cyclist Bradley Wiggins and 
sailor Ben Ainslie have been knighted, para-cyclist Sarah 


Storey has been made a dame and Jessica Ennis, Victoria 
Pendleton, Mo Farah and David Weir get CBEs. 

Long-serving Aldridge-Brownhills MP Richard Shepherd 
was awarded a knighthood for public service. The 70-year- 
old was elected MP for Aldridge-Brownhills in May 1979. 

They have been joined by a string of unsung heroes from 
across the borough, the Black Country and Staffordshire, 
each of whom have dedicated their lives to helping others. 

They include Robert Yeomans, formerly headteacher at 
St John’s Primary, Walsall, who gets an OBE fFor services 
to education. 

Miss Dorothy Buchanan, Chairman of Governors at The 
Blue Coat Church of England Schools (Aided) Infant and 


Junior Schools Federation, Walsall, receives an MBE for 
services to education, as does Mrs Kim Lesley Popratnjak. 
Principal of North Birmingham Academy. 

Wolverhampton couple Tony and Muriel Hiles, who have 
spent a decade caring for children with severe disabilities, 
have been given MBEs. Mrs Hiles, 62, who lives with her 
husband in Bushbury, said: “Being made an MBE has been 
the icing on the cake.” 

In Sandwell, Kim Douglas from Great Barr has been 
awarded the British Empire Medal for services to people 
with asthma. Miss Douglas, 50, set up the George Coller 
Memorial Fund charity in memory of her son after he died 
from asthma aged just three-and-a-half 


CARE HOME WILL 
CREATE 100 JOBS 


MORE than 100 jobs are on their way to Walsall after plans 
for a 70-bedroom care home were approved. Former 
council offices will be demolished to make way for the 
home to be built in Erdington Road, Aldridge. 

The private care home will be spread over three floors and include a roof 
garden, cafe, dining and lounge facilities. It is anticipated between 112 and 118 
people will be employed at the home. Walsall Council put Baytree House, its 
former site for social services and day care, up for sale so the plans could go ahead. 


Head of planning at the local authority, 
David Elsworthy said the site was the ideal 
location. 

A spokesman for applicant Restful Homes 
Group said: “The adaption of the existing 
buildings would not be possible as their use 
of space is inefficient, as is also the existing 
structure in energy terms. 

“This proposal will provide a much- 
needed facility in this area and with a 

Bags of success 
due to royal year 

A WALSALL leather firm which makes 
handbags for the Queen has seen its sales 
increase by 55 per cent since the Diamond 
Jubilee. 

Launer London, based in Walsall, has 
reported booming sales following the Royal 
fever which swept the nation in 2012. 

Handbags made at the Holtshill Lane 
factory, which holds a royal warrant, were 
seen on the arm of the Queen at this 
summer’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations. 


Report by Craig Hughes 


growing ageing population will provide a 
modern state-of-the-art facility for which 
there is great demand.” 

Mr Elsworthy said: “The former Baytree 
House is a former council facility with social 
services and daycare facilities formerly 
located at the premises. 

“The site is therefore previously devel¬ 
oped land with a history of care-related uses 
and in a highly sustainable location. 

Demolition 

“The development proposes demolition of 
the former buildings and rebuilding the site 
for a 70-bed care home. 

“The significant job creation of the pro¬ 
posed care home is noted.” 

Some trees will need to be removed as 
part of the project but many are in a poor 
state. 

Mr Elsworthy added: “Many of the trees 
are diseased or overgrown and detract from 
specimen trees that would otherwise be of 
high amenity value.” 


Welcome to the world 


NEW parents in Walsall 
marked a Christmas Day 
they will never forget - by 
welcoming their own little 
bundles of joy into the world. 

The first baby to be born 
on Christmas Day at Walsall 
Manor Hospital was Eliza¬ 
beth Mark, at 2.05am. 

Weighing 71b 14oz, Eliza¬ 
beth had been due to arrive 
on January 12 but arrived 
early to the delight of her 
parents Mary and Jamie. 

Mrs Mark, a Homeserve 
worker from Reedswood, 
Walsall, said: “It was 
quicker than expected but 
it’s really nice to have a 
Christmas baby.” 

Kelly and Darren 
Doherty’s daughter Mia was 
born at 3.10am weighing 61b 
12oz. Mrs Doherty, 34, of 
Goscote,, said it was a shock 
as the baby had not been due 
until January 7. 

Christmas would be extra 
special for her and computer 
engineer husband Darren, 
40, as their two-year-old 
daughter Lily’s birthday is 
December 29. 



_I_ 

First baby to be born at the Manor Hospital on Christmas 
Day, baby Elizabeth with mum Mary Mark, from Walsall 


Boost in 
numbers 
of shops 
occupied 

THE number of empty shops 
in district centres around 
Walsall has plummeted as 
increasing numbers of new 
businesses move in. 

High streets in Aldridge, 
Bloxwich, Brownhills, Dar- 
laston and Willenhall have 
all seen vacant ground floor 
units snapped up. 

The number of amount of 
empty units has fallen by 41 
per cent inside 12 months, 
figures released by Walsall 
Council have revealed. 

Boom 

Regeneration chiefs have 
welcomed the boom taking 
place in the district centres. 
It comes after autumn 
figures from the Local Data 
Company claimed that 
Walsall’s shop vacancy rate 
had risen by 3.6 per cent to 
29.6 per cent. 

Regeneration boss Coun¬ 
cillor Adrian Andrew said: 
“District centres are part of 
Walsall and part of the 
borough’s economy. They 
are important to us and that 
is why we invest in them. 

“I have to also commend 
the businesses who actively 
and enthusiastically take 
part in district centre part¬ 
nerships.” 

Review on 
bus route 

CALLS have been made to 
extend the hours of a bus 
service which calls at a 
Walsall hospice following 
complaints that patients 
have been stranded. 

The number 26 bus, 
which runs between Walsall 
and Bloxwich, takes 
patients, visitors and volun¬ 
teers to St Giles Walsall 
Hospice, in Goscote Lane, on 
weekday mornings. 

Margaret Wood, chair¬ 
woman of Walsall Patient 
Advisory Cancer Team, says 
patients using the bus to get 
to morning appointments 
had been stranded as there 
is no afternoon service. 

Transport authority 
Centro, which subsidises the 
bus service operated by 
Walsall Community Trans¬ 
port, says a review will be 
carried out in the spring. 
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Mother vows to get justice for murdered son 



Carol Deakin with a picture of Richard and sister Marie 


THE mother of murdered Walsall 
businessman Richard Deakin has 
vowed that she won’t rest until 
everyone involved in his killing is 
brought to justice. 

Contract killers David Harrison 
and Darryl Dickens were jailed for life 
on December 21 following a five-week 
trial. Gunman Harrison was sen¬ 
tenced to a minimum term of 37 years 
and getaway driver Dickens to 30 
after a Birmingham Crown Court jury 
returned unanimous verdicts on the 
Bilston pair. 

Mr Deakin was shot in the chest 
and leg with a sawn-off shotgun while 
he lay in bed in his Burntwood home 
in July 2010. 

Father-of-two Mr Deakin, who ran 
On Time Skips in Walsall, become 
engaged to his partner Megan the 
weekend before he died. 

Lord Justice Roderick Evans told 
63-year-old Harrison, of Rainbow 
Street: “The likelihood is you will die 
in prison.” 


Dickens, 34, of Powell Place, was an 
“inferior participant” to Harrison the 
judge said, but the aggravating factor 
of careful planning cancelled that out. 

Neither killer showed any emotion 
when the verdicts were read out. 

The Deakin family celebrated 
outside court after the jury returned 
their verdicts following three days of 
deliberations. 

Lord Justice Roderick Evans who 
remarked that the murder went 
beyond just Harrison and Dickens. 

Verdicts 

“They deserve everything they 
got,” said Mr Deakin’s mother Carol. 

“But it’s not the end - I won’t rest 
until everyone involved has come to 
justice. We’re hoping it’s not too much 
longer. It’s already been two-and-a- 
half years of hell for us.” 

She added that she was “over the 
moon” with the verdicts and relieved 
that Harrison and Dickens were off 
the streets. 


Staffordshire Police spokesman 
Peter Bate said a dedicated team of 
detectives continued to follow numer¬ 
ous lines of inquiry on the 27-year- 
old’s murder. 

A number of arrests were made in 
connection with Mr Deakin’s murder. 
A BBC Crimewatch appeal generated 
vital information including from a 
police informant who recognised the 
gunman on CCTV footage. 

The footage showed a balaclava- 
clad Harrison entering the Deakin 
house in Meadway Street, Chase- 
town, walking through the garden 
gate and leaving just seconds after 
killing Mr Deakin. 

When sentencing Harrison and 
Dickens, Lord Justice Evans said: 
“You were paid by people who are still 
at large. It involved people way 
beyond you. How many people is diffi¬ 
cult, almost impossible, to say. 

“This was a carefully planned and 
professionally executed contract 
killing.” 


Our golden girl 



Ellie Simmonds’ smile 
sums up the success of 
London 2012. The 
Chronicle looks back at 
our local athletes’ tri¬ 
umphs and despairs 

AT just 13, Ellie Simmonds 
had already etched her 
legacy into the Para¬ 
lympics. 

Now, after London 2012, the 18- 
year-old is the nation’s sweetheart. 
So much so that she was one of the 
12 athletes nominated for the BBC’s 
Sports Personality of the Year and 
capped her incredible year with an 
OBE in the Queen’s New Year 
Honours list, to add to the MBE she 
received in 2009. 

The expectation and pressure 
heaped on the Walsall swimming 
sensation after her gold rush four 
years ago was immense. 

Style 

Boldmere Swimming Club star 
Simmonds was one of the faces of 
the London Paralympic Games at 
the age of 17 as the nation waited for 
her to deliver the golds they, and she, 
craved. 

And she did it in style with two 
golds, plus a silver and a bronze to 
justify her billing as one of the great¬ 
est Paralympic swimmers of the 
modern era. 

She smashed her own world 
record by five seconds in the 400m - 
clocking 5:19.17s - and her Games- 
long battle with American teenager 
Victoria Arlen was one of the stories 
of the Paralympics. 

Simmonds has dominated since 
winning double gold in Beijing, 
taking 15 consecutive major cham¬ 
pionship titles, including 10 world 


golds, in the last three years. But she 
admitted, especially in the 400m, to 
feeling the heat from the home 
crowd. 

“I felt like I had a lot of pressure 
on me,” said Aldridge girl Ellie, who 
won 100m and 400m freestyle S6 in 
Beijing in 2008. “It means so much 
to win a gold at your home Para¬ 
lympics and the pressure was quite 
hard to deal with. 

“The crowd were amazing, they 
got me to that wall first. People 
expected me to get gold, which was 
not the case with Victoria on the 
scene. It was a five-second personal 
best and I knew it would be so tough 


leading into it with Victoria being in 
such good form. 

“The last 50m hurt, it just killed 
me, and I was so pleased to touch, I 
knew I had no regrets and I am so 
pleased. I knew my race plan and it 
was to stick with Victoria for the 
first 200m and then kick my legs for 
the last 200m and just go for it. 

“The last 50m I literally gave it 
everything; when I touched, I had no 
energy left. It was a tough race, one 
of the toughest races of my life.” 

Simmonds’ biggest concern pre- 
Games was that she would cry again 
in her post-race interviews, the 
teenager admitting she still can’t 


watch her Beijing performances 
because her tears embarrass her. 

It was one target she didn’t 
achieve as the waterworks flowed 
after her victories - and her bronze 
in the 50m. It was her fourth 
strongest event and she was ranked 
fourth going into the final but pro¬ 
duced a fine swim to claim third 

“That was a massive surprise. 
This is my fourth event and I was 
going into the final fourth so I didn’t 
expect that,” she said. 

“I was hoping to go for a personal 
best and see what happened and so 
to get a bronze, I will definitely take 
that.” 


Drive-by 

mugging 

suspects 

arrested 

THREE men have been arr¬ 
ested on suspicion of snatch¬ 
ing women’s handbags 
during a series of drive-by 
thefts in Walsall and Wolver¬ 
hampton. 

A 32-year-old man from 
Willenhall and two men, ag¬ 
ed 27 and 32, from Wolver¬ 
hampton are being quizzed 
on seven different crimes. 

Thieves grabbed hand¬ 
bags from the victims by 
reaching out of the window 
of a white Astra van as they 
drove past. 

The first theft happened 
on December 19 at Ashmore 
Avenue, Wolverhampton, at 
around 3.30pm. Around one 
hour later, another took 
place in Bilston. 

The next day, a woman in 
Pelsall was targeted and 
there was a failed attempt to 
snatch a bag from a woman 
outside Tesco in Brownhills. 
A bag was snatched from an 
elderly woman in Darlaston, 
a day later. On December 23, 
a woman in Brookland Road, 
Walsall Wood, and another 
woman in Gorge Road, 
Sedgley, were robbed. 

Detective Inspector Phil 
Cape, said: “These were 
cowardly crimes. On several 
occasions the victims were 
knocked to the floor.” 


Shropshire walk 

WALSALL Group of the 
Ramblers will be heading to 
Shifnal in Shropshire for a 
nine mile circular walk on 
Sunday. Contact the walk 
leaders for further informa¬ 
tion on (01922)631404 
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Grant will 
allow work 
to start on 
church roof 

FUNDING has been secured 
to start repairs on the roof of 
Walsall’s oldest church after 
metal raiders struck more 
than a year ago. 

English Heritage has 
awarded a grant of more 
than £128,000 to St 
Matthew’s Church, where 
thieves stripped lead from 
the roof, leaving a repair bill 
running into many thou¬ 
sands of pounds. 

As a result, the church’s 
£1 million restoration 
project was put on hold but 
the grant now brings hope 
that the planned improve¬ 
ments can forge ahead. 

A further £100,000 still 
needs to be raised by wor¬ 
shippers for the replacement 
stainless steel roof. 

Rector the Rev Colin 
Gibson said: “We have had 
more water leaks in the 
heavy rain, so we are really 
pleased we will be able to 
make a start on coming up 
with a plan for the roof. 

“We need to set up a group 
to mastermind a fundraising 
scheme on how to go about 
raising the rest of the money. 
The roof needs to be stain¬ 
less steel. There are cheaper 
options but we are not 
allowed to take them up.” 

Further improvement 
work planned for the 
church, which dates back to 
the 12th century, includes 
repairs on crumbling plas- 
terwork, cast iron windows, 
the balcony and staircase. 
Other improvements are 
needed to flooring, toilets 
and the grounds. 

Lottery fund 
in milestone 
for hospice 


PLAYERS of a lottery sup¬ 



helping it reach a milestone. 

The lottery in aid of St 
Giles Walsall Hospice, in 
Goscote Lane, has raised £12 
million towards the 
charity’s care for seriously- 
ill people and their families. 

More than 150,000 prizes 
have been handed out to 
lucky lottery players since 
the first draw was held for St 
Giles’ Whittington centre 
near Lichfield in 1997. More 
than 800 weekly draws and 
raffles have been played. 

The charity’s commercial 
manager Richard Simmonite 
said: “We are extremely 
grateful to each and every 
player. They play a vital role 
in funding the hospice’s 
much-valued care.” 


Jail for knifeman 


A MAN from Walsall who stabbed an 
acquaintance and left him scarred has been 
put behind bars for 13 years. 

Damien Witter argued with his victim 
before drawing a knife and stabbing him in 
the stomach and slashing him across the 
face. 

His 35-year-old victim from Newtown, 
Birmingham, was taken to hospital with 
serious injuries and has been left with per¬ 
manent scarring. 

Witter, 33, of no fixed address, was found 
guilty at Birmingham Crown Court of 
wounding with intent. 

He pleaded guilty to possession with 
intent to supply a controlled drug. 


On December 20 he was sentenced to nine 
years for the assault and seven years for 
drugs charges, three of which will run con¬ 
currently. 

The row broke out in Lozells, Birming¬ 
ham, and Witter was arrested a week later 
at an address in Sparkhill where he was 
found to be in possession of a large quantity 
of class A and B drugs and some cash. 

Sergeant Harjit Ubhi, from West Mid¬ 
lands Police’s criminal investigation depart¬ 
ment, said: “This was a vicious attack. 

“We are pleased that the length of the sen¬ 
tence reflects the severity of the crime and 
hope that this, in some way, gives comfort to 
the victim.” 


House is 

A CAR crashed through a garden fence and 
careered into a family home for the third 
time in 10 years. 

Thousands of pounds worth of damage 
has been caused to the property, in Goscote 
Place, Walsall, after the latest smash. 

A Volvo left the road and crashed through 
the fence, demolishing the porch, and caused 
damage to the kitchen walls and hall. 

Resident Tony Jones, aged 64, said the 
accident, at around 1.30pm last Thursday, 
was the latest in a number where cars have 
lost control while travelling along the main 
Goscote Lane, in Goscote. They have then 
struck his property on the corner with 
Goscote Place. 


hit again 

The grandfather-of-one has lived at the 
address for more than 30 years and said he 
feared there will eventually be a fatality. 

He and his wife Lyn, 61, were out at the 
time and returned home to find the damage. 

“It is three times in the last 10 years that 
something has come through here,” Mr 
Jones said. “Whenever you hear screeching 
you are frightened something is going to 
come through your house. It is devastating. 

“It is my house and I love it here, but you 
can’t keep worrying something is going to 
come through your garden and into your 
house.” 

He is expecting the repair bill to run into 
thousands of pounds. 


£3m scheme Mil help 
folk to fight the flab 


MORE than £3 million is being spent on new 
play areas and fitness trails across Walsall in 
an effort to persuade more people to exercise 
in a campaign to make the borough fitter. 


Revamp for 
Darlaston's 
town hall on 
the agenda 

DARLASTON Town Hall is 
to be given a makeover 
costing up to £500,000 under 
plans to attract more book¬ 
ings. 

Walsall Council is looking 
to modernise the building to 
draw in more visitors and 
events such as concerts and 
conferences. 

A feasibility study is being 
carried out into the improve¬ 
ments which are anticipated 
to cost between £400,000 
and £500,000. The full cost¬ 
ings and details are being 
drawn up but are due to 
include a modernised 
kitchen, refurbished 

balcony, better office and 
meeting room areas. 

The scheme is subject to 
funding but the aim is to 
revitalise the Victorian 
building. It officially 
reopened four years ago fol¬ 
lowing a £325,000 revamp. 

Last year, the town hall 
generated £8,125 from 82 
bookings, and its marriage 
licence was removed after no 
couples came forward to 
take up the chance to wed 
there. 


Leisure chiefs say they 
want to build on the success 
of the 2012 UK Olympics by 
securing funding for 
improving play facilities at 
parks and open spaces in the 
borough, plus the provision 
of free gym-style equipment. 

The council want to create 
10 new children’s play areas, 
six youth and adult play sites 
over the next four years. 
They also want to create 48 
new youth or adult facilities, 
such as like gym trails as 
part of a concerted effort to 
tackle obesity in the 
borough. 

Just over 16 per cent of 
Walsall’s adult population 
carry out the recommended 
level of physical activity. 

Inactivity 

Around 55 per cent of 
adults, that’s approximately 
110,000 people, undertake 
no physical activity whatso¬ 
ever. 

It is estimated that inac¬ 
tivity is costing Walsall £33 
million a year, on top of the 
£40m cost of obesity in 
health terms. 

Council leader Mike Bird 
said: “A lot of people have 
been spurred on by the 
Olympics. But we have still 
got to encourage a lot more 
people, Walsall is one of the 
top areas in the country with 
obesity.” 

The scheme, using funds 
from sources such as the 
Lottery , landfill tax credits 
and planning agreements, 
would run up 2018. 



John and Wendy Nicholls, from Lime Tree Road, Yew Tree Estate, with their thousands of Albion programmes 


AN AVID West Bromwich Albion fan who collected more 
nearly 5,000 match programmes is to star in a TV show 
about hoarders. 

John Nicholls had so many football programmes that he 
was forced to put them in storage to prevent them clutter¬ 
ing up his home on the Yew Tree Estate. But now thanks 
to ITV’s Aggie MacKenzie, and a film crew, the storage unit 
has been cleared out and his precious programmes sorted. 

Mr Nicholls has always been fascinated about the 
history of his beloved team and a few years ago set up his 
own website in tribute to them, at www.westbromwichal- 
bionhistory.co.uk. He said: “Through the website people 


kept selling me programmes and I just slowly built up a col¬ 
lection. In the end I had around 4,900.” 

In his collection there was a 1974 programme signed by 
George Best, an FA cup final programme from 1954 com¬ 
plete with tickets, and his oldest dates back to 1948. 

Mr Nicholls, a transport manager, did keep them stored 
in plastic wallets and folders in his bedroom at his home. 

The 54-year-old father-of-three said: “It got to the stage 
where my wife Wendy couldn’t see over the pile of pro¬ 
grammes in the bedroom, so I knew something had to be 
done.” 


NEWS 

in brief 


MP calls for action 
over dog attacks 

MORE should be done to 
protect postmen and 
women from attacks by 
dogs, says Walsall South 
MP Valerie Vaz. 

She has tabled an early 
day motion in Parliament 
to raise awareness of the 
number of dog attacks on 
postal staff. It comes after 
figures showed more than 
3,000 postal staff were 
victims of dog attacks 
between April 2011 and 
April 2012. 

Ms Vaz said: “These 
attacks are serious and 
one left a postman with a 
severed thumb. In a seper- 
ate incident, a postman 
was attacked for 15 
minutes by two Stafford¬ 
shire-cross dogs leaving 
him badly scarred and was 
left disabled for life.” 

Poor results not 
the whole story 

EXAM results which 
placed Walsall in the 
bottom six of the national 
league tables may not tell 
the whole story, say 
council chiefs. 

Bosses said results from 
two schools had not been 
taken into account, having 
an adverse impact on the 
figures. 

Despite this, Walsall’s 
opposition Labour group 
said the figures are still 
“alarming” and called for 
action 

Past pictures will 
illustrate new year 

PICTURES from Walsall’s 
past have been compiled 
into calendars for 2013. 
Walsall Lives Remember¬ 
ing the Old Town features 
an aerial view of the town 
taken in the 1920s and a 
picture of Princess Mar¬ 
garet visiting in 1951. It is 
available from Athwal 
News in Leicester Street, 
Walsall Leather Museum 
and Walsall Local History 
Centre. 

Football trekforCF 

A TOTAL of £2,500 was 
raised for the Cystic Fibro¬ 
sis Trust by Rushall Labour 
Club. Fundraisers collected 
£1,250 walking between 
Birmingham and Black 
Country football grounds 
and at a charity night. 

Ball boosts St Giles 

A BLACK tie ball organ¬ 
ised by members of a 
Walsall golf club raised 
£3,000 for St Giles Walsall 
Hospice at Calderfields 
Golf and Country Club. 

Citizens’ orchestra 

WALSALL Senior Citizens 
Orchestra will perform at 
Leamore’s Forest Arts 
Centre on January 10. 
Tickets for the 2pm show 
cost £1. 





£100 off any fireplace or 
Free Downlights - your choice! 
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WORST Christmas shock. Waking up and discov¬ 
ering you agree with Piers Morgan. 

□□□□□□□□ 

I ONCE visited a school with its own armed guard, as 
suggested by America’s National Rifle Association 
(and rightly condemned as idiotic by Morgan). The 
guard was a jovial, slightly overweight soldier sitting in 
the sunshine outside the head’s study in the town of 
Kiryat Shmona in northern Israel, with his Armalite 
assault rifle on his knees. The NRA says all schools 
should have a guard like this to prevent more school 
massacres. The snag, of course, is that the psy¬ 
chopath preparing to slaughter children knows exactly 
what is about to happen but the guard does not. In 
order to kill the children, the gunman would first shoot 
the guard. No problem. 



Bitter brewery memory 


□□□□□□□□ 

A PUZZLE from the sales. Why is it the average till 
operator can hold on to the winter snuffles for ages 
and then cough or sneeze straight into a handful of 
your change? 

nnnnnnnn 

SIMPLE, isn’t it? All you have to do to establish what 
happened by the main gate to Downing Street is to play 
the silent CCTV footage of “Plebgate” and try to speak 
the dialogue between officers and Andrew Mitchell, as 
reported in the official police log. Paul Merton and 
Daniel Radcliffe performed it as a playlet on Have I Got 
News For You (BBC1) and there seemed to be far too 
many words to fit the time available. David Cameron 
has had access to the police log and the tape for three 
months. Did he try making the words fit? If not, why 
not? 

□□□□□□□□ 

BEST party-cracker joke: “I wanted to train as a 
masseur but they said I’d have to start at the 
bottom.” 

□□□□□□□□ 

A READER reports that, quite out of the blue, his wife 
has been bombarded with begging letters from half a 
dozen charities. He handles the household bills and 
correspondence and she never uses the internet. So 
how have these charities, who have never bothered his 
wife before, suddenly become aware of her existence? 
All he can suggest is that his wife has recently started 
drawing her state pension. Surely someone at the 
Department of Work and Pensions cannot be supply¬ 
ing details to charities? I wouldn’t be in the least sur¬ 
prised. Would you? 

□□□□□□□□ 

THE BBC may have millions of pounds to shower 
on its bosses and senior managers but, at the 
bottom of the pile, BBC local radio is strapped for 
cash. From January 7, instead of getting a local 
programme, all 39 BBC local-radio stations in 
England and the Channel Islands will get the same 
three-hour programme. The job of spinning bad 
news into good news falls to David Holdsworth, the 
BBC’s Controller, English Regions who says : 
“Expect a mix of great story telling, focussing on 
people and places, and debates on the issues that 
really matter to local communities, wherever they 
are.” Or to put it another way, expect lots of listen¬ 
ers to switch off. 

□□□□□□□□ 

I REFERRED recently to the Queen saving string and 
wrapping paper at Christmas for the next year’s pres¬ 
ents. A thought occurred to me as Her Majesty posed 
for the picture a few days ago with David Cameron’s 
Cabinet. Wouldn’t our economy be in better shape if it 
were in the hands of the 86-year-old lady who saves 
string, rather than anyone else in the photograph? 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


A new book on Britain’s lost 
breweries charts some 
famous names from the West 
Midlands. MARK ANDREWS 
talks to the author 


IT SEEMS incredible to think that 
anybody would pay nearly £2 
million for a brewery and then 
pour its beer down the drain. 

And it certainly turned out not to be a 
particularly wise move by Greenall Whitley, 
when it bought Brierley Hill’s much-loved J 
P Simpkiss brewery, in 1985. 

“It’s scandalous really, I don’t know why 
they would have bought it,” says Chris 
Arnot, the author of Britain’s Lost Brew¬ 
eries and Beers. 

Greenall Whitley was a large regional 
brewer in the north-west of England, which 
decided the best way to boost its market 
share was to buy up the smaller, local 
brewers. And close them down. 

The reaction from Black Country 
drinkers was hostile to say the least. Mary 
Arnett, who ran The Castle, Lye, recalls 
how the pub had been doing a healthy 
lunchtime trade before the takeover. 

“But the regulars didn’t like the new 
beers at all, they liked Simpkiss Bitter in 
particular,” she says. “We lost a lot of trade. 

“We stuck it out for another 10 months, 
and then took early retirement. There was a 
rapid turnover of licensees after that, until 
the pub closed and they pulled it down.” 

The demise of the Simpkiss brewery, 
which was demolished shortly after the 
Greenall takeover, is one of 30 featured in 
Arnot’s book. 

Best 

Birmingham-born Arnot is well familiar 
with the Black Country’s famous beers, 
describing how he would regularly visit the 
region with his father-in-law during the 
1970s to sample the likes of Batham’s, 
Holden’s and Simpkiss. 

“For me Batham’s is still the best, I can’t 
think of a better beer than Batham’s,” he 
says, referring to the brewery which still 
continues to thrive from its base in Brierley 
Hill. 

During the course of writing the book, 
Arnot spoke to a number of former Simpkiss 
employees, who each have a fascinating tale 
to tell about their time at the Dennis 
Brewery behind the Foley Arms - now the 
New Wellington - pub in Brettell Lane. 

Former drayman Tony Dutton recalls the 
occasion he had to take brewery owner 
Dennis Simpkiss’s son Jonathan with him, 
and was warned by Simpkiss senior that 
under no circumstances should he allow his 
sports-car loving son to get behind the wheel 



An aerial view of the Simpkiss brewery in Brierley Hill - it was 
demolished shortly after the Greenall Whitley takeover 

of the lorry. But probably the most enter¬ 
taining story comes from former mainte¬ 
nance man Dennis Hale, who recalled the 
potency of the brewery’s famous Old Ale. 

“I remember three gas men working 
outside the Foley Arms one day and coming 
in at lunchtime to sample the Old,” he tells 
Arnot. 

“They had three pints each. But when it 
was time to go back to work, one of them 
couldn’t stand up. He had to be carried out 
by his mates.” 

Mind you, that sounds pretty tame com¬ 
pared to the antics on the last day of Joule’s 
brewery at Stone, near Stafford, in Novem¬ 
ber, 1974. There, the employees marked the 
closure of their workplace by sinking a few 
pints of Royal Ale, not far off nine per cent 
in alcohol content, and then going for a swim 
in the fermenting vat. 

Joule’s laid claim to being Britain’s oldest 
brewery, although that is based on the fact 
that Augustinian monks had been brewing 
on the site in the 12th century, and had fin¬ 
ished long before Francis Joule came along 
in 1780. 

The monks would bless each barrel and 
mark it with a red cross, which would later 
become the trademark of the brewery. 

Francis’s son John became the first 
English brewer to export to New York - 
“American servicemen stationed in Stone 
and Market Drayton during World War Two 
were somewhat taken aback to find Joule’s 
beers over here,” says Arnot. “No doubt 
they complained it was served too warm.” 

Joule’s was another brewery to suffer 



The former Foley Arms, Brierley Hill - Author Chris Arnot - 
now the New Wellington regular visits 


who is 63. “Part of that was down to the fact 
they had quite a fondness for beer, but I 
think it was also because the breweries 
looked after their workers, in terms of low- 
rent houses and sponsored sporting events, 
there was quite an esprit de corps. 

“The brewery owners were quite pater¬ 
nalistic, they were the last of their breed.” 

One of the interesting things that is 
evident from Arnot’s book is that while the 
breweries have long disappeared, many of 
the beers have survived - some of them 
being reintroduced by enterprising micro¬ 
breweries. 

The Simpkiss brand, for example, has 
been bought by Enville Ales, which produces 
the ale from its brewery just outside Stour¬ 
bridge, and Joule’s was relaunched by 
former Bass executive Steve Nuttall at 
Market Drayton in 2009, with the help of 
Heeley, who dug out the old recipe. 

You can still buy a pint of M&B too, 
although it is now produced by Brain’s 
Brewery in Burton upon Trent, while small 
independent brewers are now brewing at 
the Springfield and Highgate sites. 

And while it’s easy to feel nostalgic for the 
famous old breweries of the Midlands, Arnot 
says the choice and quality of today’s beers 
is probably better than it has ever been. 

“Today’s microbreweries use the finest 
ingredients, whereas that is something the 
old breweries weren’t always on top of. 

“Today it’s a more discerning market 
compared to the old days, when they were 
simply brewing for the working man.” 


after being taken over by a regional giant, 
having been bought by Bass-Charrington in 
1970, and numerous cost-cutting measures 
were introduced, from replacing flaked 
maize with wheat flour, and reducing the 
number of checks on the running heats of 
the fermentation vessels. 

“There had been complaints from publi¬ 
cans,” recalls brewery man Tony Heeley. 
“Customers had been saying that Joule’s 
didn’t taste as good as it once did.” 

Four years after the takeover, Bass 
decided to close the historic brewery, and 
transfer production to Burton-upon-Trent. 

The closure was not well-received by real 
ale buffs in the area, with members of the 
newly formed Campaign for Real Ale branch 
organising a mock funeral procession 
through the streets of Stone. Today a super¬ 
market occupies part of the old brewery site. 

Biggest 

But the biggest of all the Midland brew¬ 
eries featured in Arnot’s book is Mitchell’s 
& Butler’s, which in its prime had plants in 
Smethwick, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

The Wolverhampton plant, which pro¬ 
duced Springfield bitter, closed in 1991, and 
was later hit by a devastating fire, while the 
M&B headquarters in Cape Hill, Smeth¬ 
wick, closed in 2002. 

Arnot says that one common theme 
throughout his research was the fondness 
which many former brewery workers had 
for their workplaces. 

“They really loved their jobs, despite the 
fact that they were often doing really hard 
jobs, moving things around,” says Arnot, 


DEAN HARPER 

Funeral Directors and Stonemasons 


A Compassionate Caring Service 


Family Owned Business 

Three Generations Within 
The Funeral Profession 

Jaguar Limousines 

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 
Brochures Available 

5 Minutes Walk From 
The Registrars 



Horse Drawn 
Carriage Specialists 

Memorial Headstone 
Showroom and 
Brochures Available 

Home Arrangements 

No Obligation 
Professional Advice 


21-23 Lichfield Street, Walsall WS1 1TJ 
24 Hours Tel: 01922 63 88 55 
www. deanharperfimeraldirectors .co.uk 


There is one small job that you 
have been meaning to do for years 

Make Your Will 

Only £ 70.00 plus VATj 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. 

Single Wills £75.00 plus V/ 

A home visit at a convenient time 

For information and appointment Mil 4 

0845 678 7010 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardianship Trusts 
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Halliwell Funeral Service 

Heath Hayes & Great Wyrley 



Halliwell Funeral Service, 
Hednesford Road, Heath Hayes 
For 24 hour help & advice cali 

01543 459200 

Halliwell Funeral Service, 
Walsall Road, Great Wyrley. 
For 24 hour help & advice cali 

01922 419090 




A HISTORY OF SERVICE 

We have a 125 year history* 
of providing professional 
funeral services within 

Our unrivaled facilities and 
experience mean you can 
make us your first choice for 
funeral services in the area. 
LOCAL STAFF 
All our staff are well trained, 
highly experienced and 
dedicated to their caring and 
supporting roles. Mainly local 
people, they always put their 
clients’ needs and feelings first. 
Our funeral homes offer: 

■ 24 hour personal service 

■ Private chapels of rest 

■ Luxury limousines and 
horse-drawn vehicles 

■ Funerals at prices to suit 
every budget and taste 

■ Speciality coffins and urns 

■ Pre-paid funeral plans 

■ Benefits for Tamworth 
Co-op Society members 

■ Catering, floral and 
masonry services 
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Plots meet 

growing 

demands 

A £50,000 allotment site will 
be created in Walsall to cope 
with soaring demand for 
plots under new plans. 

At least 15 plots would 
become available on former 
derelict land in Rushall. 

The move is part of an 
expansion of the nearby 
Borneo Street allotments, 
one of the most popular in 
the borough, being consid¬ 
ered by Walsall Council. 

New spaces would be 
created in Cartbridge Lane 
South as part of a plan to 
tackle waiting lists. 

More than 150 people are 
waiting for a space on one of 
the 10 council-runsites. 

Charges 

It comes despite an ann¬ 
ouncement in the autumn 
that charges for allotments 
in Walsall will increase by 
more than 70 per cent over 
the next four years. 

A report to the council 
says: “The demand for allot¬ 
ments within Walsall has 
increased in recent years in 
line with the national 
trends. Meeting this 
demand in full would be very 
challenging, particularly in 
light of the many competing 
demands for capital 
funding. This scheme will go 
some way towards meeting 
this demand.” 

Firm in dust 
row appeals 

APPEALS have been lodged 
against enforcement notices 
served on a waste company 
at the centre of a dust row in 
Darlaston. 

AB Waste has been criti¬ 
cised by mourners complain¬ 
ing that dust from the site 
was settling on headstones 
at James Bridge Cemetery. 

Walsall Council then 
served two enforcement 
notices on the firm after it 
emerged it had extended its 
operations on to two sites 
without relevant planning 
permission. The company 
has refused to comment. 

Tavern 

The Cemetery Road firm 
has been using the site of the 
former Railway Tavern, in 
Kendricks Road, and the 
Junction Works site, off 
Cemetery Road, without 
planning consent. 

But the company has 
appealed against the en¬ 
forcement notice served for 
the Junction Works site and 
the landowner of the former 
Railway Tavern site has also 
appealed. 

The Planning Inspec¬ 
torate is due to make a 
ruling on whether the 
appeals will be upheld in the 
new year. 


An upstairs downstairs move for Louise's salon 



Salon owner Louise Cotterell (centre) with staff members 
Kayleigh Jukes and Stacey Haynes at G&Ls Hair 


WHEN the owner of a popular hair 
salon decided to up sticks and move, 
her customers did not have far to go 
to find her. 

Louise Cotterell simply vacated her 
first-floor premises and moved G&Ls 
Hair And Beauty downstairs into an 
empty card shop. 

“In fact the clients have less to go 
because they don’t have to climb the 
stairs anymore,” said Louise. 

She has run the business, in 


Stafford Street, Willenhall, in the the 
town centre for 11 years. 

“It’s one of the main reasons for the 
movie,” she said. 

Prams 

“With some of my regular clients 
getting older and not as mobile as 
they used to be, and then newer cus¬ 
tomers, young mums with prams, 
who found the stairs awkward.” 

The 43-year-old, of Cheslyn Hay, 


and her husband Gary have spent 
£6,500 on refurbishing the gound- 
floor premises which recently opened 
to the public. 

She said: “I didn’t want to move out 
of Willenhall and start all over again 
somewhere else. 

“Besides I like the people and I like 
the town, so this was the best solu¬ 
tion. I think Willenhall has still got a 
lot of life.” 


Road scheme is taking 
a major step forward 


A £26 million road scheme in Darlaston and 
Pleck has taken a major step forward as 
Walsall Council looks to snap up around 80 
plots of land. It has published compulsory 
purchase orders 
needed for the 
project to go ahead. 

The scheme could help 
unlock 3,000 jobs by bring¬ 
ing vacant land into use. 

The plots needed include 
land around Bentley Road 
South, Bentley Mill Way, 
Wallows Lane, Darlaston 
Road and Bescot Road. 

Landowners and tenants 
have been contacted by the 
council and been in discus¬ 
sions for several months. 

If unhappy with the 
council’s purchases, they 
now have until January 14 
to lodge a formal objection. 

Inquiry 

If agreement is not 
reached, cases will go to a 
local inquiry. 

It is hoped work can start 
in summer. 

Walsall Council’s regener¬ 
ation chief Adrian Andrew 
said: “Better roads mean we 
can unlock land and create 
jobs. 

“To help us with this we 
are seeking legal powers to 
buy up parcels of land that 
are needed to secure this 
major shot in the arm for 
Walsall.” 

Four major junctions and 
two bridges are due to be 
upgraded as part of the 
major scheme. 

The council’s roads chief 
Tom Ansell said: “What is 
holding us back is a road 
system that could not cope 
with the traffic that regen¬ 
eration would create. 

“This is exactly why we’ve 
drawn up a scheme to 
improve key roads, bridges 
and junctions across Darlas¬ 
ton and Pleck.” 


Deadline for 
clearance of 
site rubble 

THE owner of a fire-ravaged 
former leatherworks in 
Walsall is facing an order to 
clear up the site by early this 
year or risk court action. 

The Jabez Cliff building 
was demolished following a 
huge blaze which ripped 
through the 140 year-old 
factory almost 18 months 
ago. 

But rubble had not been 
cleared in December and 
Walsall Council has issued 
an enforcement notice with 
deadline to ensure the 
prominent town centre loca¬ 
tion is tidied up. 

Members of Walsall 
Council’s planning commit¬ 
tee accepted a recommenda¬ 
tion to approve a section 215 
notice ordering the site in 
Lower Forster Street is 
cleared. 

Under council policy the 
landowner will be given a 
month to carry out the 
works, once a four week 
period from the notice being 
served has passed. 

If the landowner does not 
comply, the council could 
prosecute with penalties 
including a fine of up £1,000. 

A £100 daily fine can be 
levied. Or the council could 
carry out work and recover 
the costs. 

A report stated that the 
site owner, whose identity 
has not been revealed, has 
recently set out a timetable 
for work on site in January. 


More singers needed for tribute concert 



Rehearsal pianist Jenny Sloan with conductor Matthew Jones and soloist Denise Green, plus choir members 


A CHOIR that will perform its latest pro¬ 
duction with TV EastEnders legend June 
Brown, are appealing for more members 
to make the show even more memorable. 

Musician and entrepreneur Matthew 
Jones from Walsall is giving singers a 
chance to take part in a special concert that 
will pay homage to the life and music of 
Edith Piaf. 

The concert will visit Birmingham Town 
Hall and London’s Southbank Centre and 
will star June Brown, who plays the much¬ 
loved character Dot Branning in EastEn¬ 
ders. Sheo will narrate the script writtten 
by Jane Lapotair. 

Mr Jones is now putting together a choir 
of all ages and abilities to join the cast in 
the large-scale production. 

Piaf, was a French singer and cultural 
icon best known for the classics Non, Je Ne 
Regrette Rien, La Vie En Rose, Padam 
Padam and Milord. 


Fifty years after millions of adoring fans 
thronged the streets of Paris for the state 
funeral of the singer, wo was nicknamed 
the Little Sparrow, Mr Jones is putting on 
his production of Piaf - The Concert. 

Mr Jones who already runs a choir which 
rehearses in Erdington, Birmingham, will 
start rehearsals at St Mary’s on the Mount 
Church in Walsall, this month. 

Conductor 

The well-established conductor has 
recently worked with Boy George on an 
album of 1960s Italian songs. 

The performances will take place at the 
Town Hall in Birmingham on Sunday, Feb¬ 
ruary 10, and may also be needed for an 
encore production at the Queen Elizabeth 
Hall in London on March 10. 

To get involved contact Jenny Sloan on 
0121 632 2330 or 07941 918688. 



Narrator June Brown 


NEWS 

in brief 


Message sent to a 
future generation 

PUPILS at a Darlaston 
school locked away memo¬ 
rabilia for a future genera¬ 
tion to discover as they 
buried a time capsule with 
help from staff from The 
Midcounties Co-operative. 

Youngsters from Grace 
Academy, in Herberts 
Park Road, spent time cre¬ 
ating a photo book with 
pictures of the area and 
the school. 

Students and teachers 
also produced a DVD with 
a video message to the 
future. Other capsule 
items included a newspa¬ 
per, school prospectus, 
Bible and accounts 
written by pupils them¬ 
selves. 

Principal David Shaw 
said: “The pupils are 
excited that they are creat¬ 
ing a piece of history which 
could be of value to the 
people living in Darlaston 
in 50 years’ time.” 

Pub submits plan 
to extend its bar 

THE bar area of a pub in 
Willenhall could be 
extended 

A planning application 
has been submitted to 
Walsall Council to build a 
ground floor extension to 
the Poets Corner in Keats 
Road. 

The bar was given a 
facelift following a £90,000 
investment earlier this 
year. New pumps were 
added and the toilets 
revamped. 

The Cross of St George 
was also painted on the 
side of the building. 

Route closes due 
to gas main work 

A ROAD closure will be in 
force in Bloxwich for six 
weeks for gas main 
replacement works. 

Croxstalls Road will be 
closed between its junc¬ 
tions with Willenhall Lane 
and Croxstalls Avenue 
from Monday, January 7. 

Group wins £6m 
student scheme 

CONTRACTING group 
Shaylor, based in Aldridge, 
has won a fifth contract 
from student accommoda¬ 
tion specialist The 
Mansion Group. 

The latest £6.7 million 
scheme in Cardiff takes its 
total contracts for 
Mansion to £19m. 

Good time to talk 

A MONTHLY conversa¬ 
tion club in Walsall will 
meet on January 16. 

The It’s Good to Talk 
Conversation Club will 
run from 10.30am to 
11.45am at Walsall 
Leather Museum. Call 
(01922)721153. 


STEAMED UP 


Don’t: replace the Frames... just the Panes! 


Broken or Damaged Windows? 
Faulty Hinges, Handles or Locks? 
Want the latest energy saving glass? 

5 year guarantee on new double glazing! 
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CLEAR 


REPLACING YOUR FAILED DOUBLE GLAZING 


Freephone 

0800 6121118 


...we make saving money perfectly clear... 


www.cloudy2clear.com 


www.camberleycurtains.co.uk 

Curtains, Blinds, and 

Carpets from just £4.99 per sq.m, 

Wallpapers, Headboards, Bed runners, etc 

All from a family business who care... 
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Free quotes Work 
, m fully guaranteed 
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that cares 
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all orders over £100 Call now 01902 60 9800 J 

1 minute from Morrison’s 

8A Stringes Lane, _ J 

Willenhall, WV131LB 
camberleycurtains@hotmail.co.uk 
Call us for an appointment 
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DANCE^fREME 

LEARN TO EftANCE 

Ballroom & Latin/Salsa 


NEW BEGINNERS 
CLASS 

at 

BLUE COAT ACADEMY 
Birmingham St, 

Walsall WS1 2ND 
Thursday 

10th January 6.45pm 

Classes £4 each *0ther levels available 

For further details please visit our website 
www.dance-x-treme.co.uk 

or call Sue or George on 07971 579626 
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NEWS 


More help for families 
coping with dementia 


AN INNOVATIVE service will 
expand provision to help more of 
the estimated 3,000 dementia 
patients across the borough 
thanks to a funding boost. 

Pathways for Life, launched earlier this 
year, is a partnership between housing and 
social care provider the Accord Group and 
Age UK Walsall that provides people with 
dementia with six drop-in cafe support 
groups and a specialist support worker 
based at the Manor Hospital. 

Initially funded by Walsall Council, the 
group has recently received £60,000 that 
will allow it to create two more centres. 

Davina Lytton, Chief Officer for Age UK 
Walsall, said: “Dementia is a challenging 
condition, not just for those diagnosed with 
it but also for their families and carers too. 

Disability 

“For people with additional needs, such as 
a disability or language barrier, getting the 
right care and support can be even tougher, 
which is why expanding the services.” 

One centre will provide for specialist- 
groups, such as those with dementia, a dis¬ 
ability or language barrier, and another is to 
help patients and their carers in their home. 

Nicole Beeching, health and wellbeing 
manager at the Accord Group, said: “All the 
organisations involved in Pathways for Life 
have one shared goal, to improve dementia 
care across Walsall and with the expansion 
of the service we will be able to do just that. 

“With the addition of specially-trained 
staff who can speak a range of languages, 
including British Sign Language, we’ll be 
able to ensure that everyone in the commu¬ 
nity can get the advice and support that 
they need efficiently and effectively.” 

Fire victim is named 

A GIRL from Walsall who died in a blaze at 
a care home has been named as Kelly 
Button. The 17-year-old died at Bagley 
Marsh registered children’s home near 
Ellesmere, Shropshire, which houses 
youngsters from the Walsall area. 


Vintage fashion on show 



frfc- 



Walsall Museum curator Jenifer Thomson with a vintage blouse 


A SELECTION of women’s wear 
dating back three decades will be on 
show in Walsall until March 
The display featuring a range of 
women’s blouses from the 1920s to 
1950s is on view at Walsall Museum. 

At least 20 tops of different 
colours, decorations and materials 
from the Hodson Shop collection are 
in the exhibition. 

The collection is the unsold stock 
of a general draper’s shop in Willen- 
hall. 


The display will be on show until 
March 13. 

Museum curator Jennifer 
Thomson said: “We have a wonder¬ 
ful range of 1920s to ‘50s blouses, 
showing all the styles of that period. 
This was really the start of mass pro¬ 
duced fashion.” 

For more details call 01922 
653116 or email museum@walsall. 
gov.uk. The display is open 10am- 
5pm from Tuesdays to Fridays and 
10am-4pm on Saturdays. 



Bathrooms Kitchens Bedrooms 


Large Showroom Now Open!! 

154 Green Lane, Walsall, WS2 8LE, Tel. 01922 632 888 (OLD FLOORS 2 GO) 
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NEWS 


Saddlers set gold standard 
in global leather industry 



Paralympic equestrian stars Sophie Wells, left, and Natasha Baker 
collect their new saddles from bosses Rob Cullen, left, and John Hartley 


BUSINESS is booming at a 
saddle-making firm with bases 
in Walsall and Cannock that has 
increased staff to 20. 

Black Country Saddles supplies Para¬ 
lympic gold medallists Natasha Baker and 
Sophie Wells. They were at the company 
last week to pick up their new saddles. 

The firm is now considered to be one of 
the top three bespoke saddle-makers in the 
world. It designs and makes saddles by 
hand for clients in America, Canada, Aus¬ 
tralia and countries across Europe. 

The business was founded by friends 
Rob Cullen, from Cannock, and John 
Hartley, of Walsall, both 56, who began as 
apprentices at a factory in Walsall. They 
started their own business in the town 20 
years ago, expanding to Cannock in 2010. 

Modern 

Managing director Mark Bryan said: 
“The firm is bucking the trend with its 
modern new factory in Cannock, very far 
from the image of dark satanic mills that 
the leather industry traditionally conjures 
up. Our base here is almost purpose-built. 

“When you consider that it started as a 
two-man business in a garage, it’s clear it 
has come a long way. ” 

The Walsall factory is one of around 70 
firms in the town still making leather 
products. Although there is strong compe¬ 
tition from Germany and France, Walsall 
is still considered a world leader in the 
leather industry. 

The Wednesbury Road site produces the 
wood and metal ‘trees’ that form the foun¬ 
dation of the saddle while the addition of 
the wool flocking and leather work is 
carried out at Bridgtown, near Cannock. 

Black Country Saddles sponsors Para¬ 
lympic newcomer Natasha, from London, 
who surpassed expect-ations by winning 
her individual championship event and 
picking up a second gold in the freestyle 
event. 

It also backs Sophie, aged 22, from 
Lincoln, won a team gold and two individ¬ 
ual silver medals at the Games. 


PENKRIDGE • ALDRIDGE • BURTON • SOLIHULL • TAMWORTH 
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a Suppliers and Installers of... f—) 

Si Windows, Doors and Conservatories 


Installed to FENSA 
regulations 


Supporting local businesses www.thebestof.co.uk/walsall 


’ I Celebrating our 16 th year in business 0 T 
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EH 
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HEAD OFFICE 

Unit 1, Croxstalls Close, Bloxwich 
Walsall WS3 2XT 
Tel: 01922 401425 
Fax: 01922 475719 


SALES OFFICE 

154c High Street, Bloxwich, 
Walsall WS3 3JT 
Tel: 0800 917 5266 


SH0WR00IV1 

34 Portland Road, Aldridge, 
Walsall WS9 8PZ 
Tel: 01922 744306 




C S 


Tel 0800 917 5266 

Unbeatable Mem feat Otters an all ear Windows, Baers 


NO SALESMEN - NO PRESSORE 

www _ pvcud i rect _co.uk 

em a il: pvcudirect@ho tma iI.co .uk_ 

TELFORD • SUTTON COLDFIELD • WEST BROMWICH 
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CALL US NOW 

01922 644226 


Estabhshod 
in 1989 


70 mm intonallr beaded scoured profile 
^ 28 mm double gland unit 

3L am bolt Locum as stamoaiw 


10 year Insurance Backed 
Guarantee 

L No Pressure selling 


Products ~ 
at affordable 
prices!!! 

FREE QUOTES 


Suppliers and 
Installers of high quality 
energy efficient PVCu 
products 

TRADE ENQUIRES 
WELCOME 


Bathrooms & Kitchens 

HUGE SAVINGS ON EX DISPLAY SUITES 



L shaped shffwfr fcert/ 
and Furniture Sft 

NOW £5%) 

MANY MORE OFFERS 
INSTORE 


lAStaliltion SifVi# AvOiuitU - Cfld MW 0 FREE 
up ckUgatwn fJitftd 




KltcheiA, sMowyoowl Now opetA, 



^dd^throoms & /fS'chens 01543 379670 

l/rmll &mti euriMi Ml, Cm— ft—a. H WS8 6JN T & C’s apply 

on all offers. 
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there’s a sofa for everyone 
in the DFS winter sale 




The Paragon 

3 seater sofa 


NOW 

£599 

Save £899 
After Sale £1199 


£12.47 a month 

no deposit, no interest ever 



leather 


The Ombre 3 seater sofa 

NOW £699 |i 

Save £699 After Sale £1398 leather 



The Chalice 4 seater 
lounger sofa 

NOW £598 

Save £600 After Sale £1198 




The Shout maxi sofa 

NOW £699 

Save £80 After Sale £779 


massive savings today 



REPRESENTATIVE 


4 years interest free credit with 
nothing to pay for the first year 



making everyday more comfortable 


j Visit your nearest store, order direct at www.dfs.co.uk or call free on 0800110 5000 24 hours a day, 7 days a week j 


Paragon 3 seater sofa, cushions not included. No deposit with 4 years interest free credit. 48 equal monthly payments of £12.47. Or pay nothing for the first year then 36 equal monthly 
payments of £16.63. 0% APR. Total £599. Shout maxi sofa, cushions included. Credit subject to acceptance. Credit is provided by external finance companies as determined by DFS. 4 
years interest free credit from date of order. Delivery charges apply. Sale price applies from 04.02.13. After sale price applies from 25.02.13 - see instore or online for details. Mobile charges 
may apply when calling 0800 110 5000. DFS is a division of DFS Trading Ltd. Registered in England and Wales No 01735950. Redhouse Interchange, Doncaster, DN6 7NA. 


Cannock 01543 574797 Roman Way Retail Park, Watling Street WS11 1ST 
Opening Hours: Mon to Fri 9am to 8pm. Sat 9am to 6pm. Sun 11am to 5pm. 
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NEWS 


irresponsible motorists 
putting children at risk 



WALSALL Council is calling on the public to help clamp down on drivers who flout school 
crossing rules, following recent near misses. The authority is asking people to report drivers 
who put pedestrians’ lives at risk by refusing to stop for the school patrol wardens. 

The move move follows figures revealing 
that only 15 drivers in the Black Country 
had been reported to failing to stop for the 
patrol wardens over the past 12 months 
Walsall Council deputy leader Councillor 
Adrian Andrew said: “I was genuinely 
shocked to hear what some have to put up 
with. Many drivers try and ignore the 
patrols and are actually dangerously 
driving over crossings while parents and 
children are being crossed over by our very 
dedicated team of crossing wardens. 

Unacceptable 

“I’m also very disturbed to hear of abuse 
being directed at crossing patrols and even 
projectiles thrown at them. That’s simply 
unacceptable and I’m asking parents and 
responsible motorists to join together to 
condemn these thoughtless individuals.” 

Over the past 12 months police have 
received reports of four incidents of chil¬ 
dren “narrowly escaping serious injury” in 
the borough because of drivers refusing to 
stop. They say many more go unreported. 

More than 60 lollipop patrols operate 
crossing points across Walsall to help its 
40,000 pupils get to school safely. 

A crackdown has now been launched on 
drivers who flout rules at school crossings 
in Walsall. 

Older children are also being reminded 
not to cross at warden-controlled points 
unaided. 

Bags of help at store 


Father Harrington, left, celebrates mass with Father Karippai, his suc¬ 
cessor at St Patrick’s RC Church, Walsall Picture by Jozef Lopuszynski 


CATHOLICS in Walsall greeted 
their former parish priest when he 
returned to St Patrick’s to celebrate 
mass with his succesor. 

Father John Harrington, who 
until recently had been parish priest 
for the town centre parish for 38 
years, was welcomed by the new 


parish priest Father Jaison Karip¬ 
pai. 

After the Holy Mass, Father Har¬ 
rington joined the parishioners in 
the school building for a buffet at 
which he was presented with a 
framed blessing from Pope Benedict 
XVI and with a cheque for £1,400. 


A TEAM of volunteers has been helping to 
pack bags at a Walsall store in aid of charity. 

Staff from the West Brom building society 
have been helping to put away shopping at 
Marks & Spencer in Park Street. 

In exchange, customers were asked to 
make a donation to Acorns Children’s 
Hospice. 






Exceptional Range from 

L |StyIi5rij 

Contefnporary 

to Unashamedly 

(Trail ttinual Styles! 


mm mm nmmm ammim 

Ablewell St., Walsall Tel: (01922) 644407 


Open 11 .OOam - 4.00pm 



winter 


Plus - free 
BOSCH 

integrated 
dishwasher 
for first 100 
customers* 


buy now 
pay 

July 2013 

and low rate 
finance 
available* 


• We manufacture in our West Midlands factory, offering a huge choice, 
flexibility and value for money. 

• No deposit, no stage payments, nothing to pay up front. 

• No matter how large or small your project, whether you spend £3,000 or £23,000, 
the quality and service you receive will be exceptional. 

• This is why so many of our customers come back to us again and again and 
recommend us to their family and friends. 

• Book a free design and quote, at a time to suit you, and be amazed at the 
quality and service you receive for the price you pay. 




Avanti Kitchens 
Bedrooms & Bathrooms 

Everything fits in beautifully 


WALSALL - Barons Court Industrial Estate. Lichfield Road, Walsall WS9 9AQ. 
Telephone: 01543 360720 


freephone: 0800 44 66 55 

^Conditions apply - details available on request 


www.avantikb.co.uk 


m 


Did you know. . 

71 % of adults read a 
LOCAL newspaper* 

to get the most out of your advertising 
call Samantha 01543 465331 

*Source: Newspaper Society 


































free 

bed 
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3 Years 

0% interest free credit 

free 

delivery & installation 

made 

in the UK by starplan 


starplan 

the bedroom specialists 


Wednesbury 0121 506 4290 Solihull 0121 746 4800 

Javelin PkWS 10 7ND Solihull Gate Retail Pk B90 4BA 

Erdington 0121 384 9640 Coventry 0247 658 3990 

Ravenside Retail Pk B24 9QB Gallagher Retail Pk CV6 5QQ 

Also stones at Warrington, Stoke & Bofton 


*Half Price can only be redeemed when you buy 3 or more pieces from our fitted bedroom range. 10 year guarantee excludes free standing bedroom furniture. 
Credit subject to acceptance & is 0% APR Representative 


10 Year 

guarantee _ 

free 

home design service 

choice 

UK’s largest selection 
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NEWS 


One in four have zero 
formal qualifications 



With his Bloxwich Junior Chess Club attendance award trophy is 
Daniel Malkin, 10, with fellow pupil and medal winner Ryan Bailey, 
nine, presented by chief coach Ray Dolan at Goldsmiths Primary 


A DEDICATED member of a 
junior chess club in Walsall has 
won a trophy for his attendance. 

Goldsmith Primary Academy 
pupil Daniel Malkin has had an 
almost perfect attendance record 
this year with Bloxwich Junior 
Chess Club. 

The club, which has members 
aged five to 14, meets on Saturday 
mornings at St James Church in 


Old Lane, Bloxwich. Daniel, aged 
10, won his match when the club 
took on West Midlands Police in 
October. All 24 members of have 
received gold medals for their 
efforts. 

Ray Dolan, of Bloxwich, who 
formed the club with his wife 
Eunice, said: “It’s a game of con¬ 
centration and can help them with 
their school work.” 


MORE than a quarter of the people 
living in Walsall have no formal 
qualifications, according to new 
Government figures. 

The West Midlands had the highest number 
of people aged 16 and over in the country with 
no recognised qualification at 27 per cent. 
Figures from the 2011 Census showed that 
Walsall had 26 per cent of residents with no 
qualifications. 

In total, 269,323 lived in Walsall when the 
survey was conducted and of those 71,839 had 
no formal qualification. 

The figures from the Office of National Sta¬ 
tistics revealed that 89 per cent of people living 
in Walsall were born in England. 

Of the 107,822 households in Walsall, 16,926 
were one-person and there were 8,388 lone 
parent households with dependent children. 

Partnership 

At the time of the survey, there were 1,691 
people aged 90 and over and the mean age of 
the population in Walsall was 38.8. 

In the borough, 102,631 people were 
married, 70,124 people were single and 283 
people were registered in a same-sex civil part¬ 
nership. 

There were 5,748 people who had been sepa¬ 
rated, 17,603 divorced and 16,734 people were 
widowed. 

Nationally, the figures showed that the pop¬ 
ulation of England and Wales has grown more 
secular and increasingly ethnically diverse 
over the last decade. 

Foreign-born people now make up 13 per 
cent of the population in England and Wales, 
rising from 4.6 million in 2001, or nine per cent 
of the population, to 7.5 million last year. Just 
over half of the foreign-born population, or 3.8 
million, arrived in the last 10 years. 

The top five religions in the West Midlands 
were Christian, 60.2 per cent; Muslim, 6.7 per 
cent Sikh, 2.4 per cent; Hindu, 1.3 per cent and 
Buddhist, 0.3 per cent. The region had the 
highest number of Sikhs in England and Wales. 


BATHROOMS 


kJANUARY OFEERI 


High Quality Bathroom Suite 
Supplied and Fitted 

• 1700x1700 Bath 

or 800 x 800 Quadrant Shower 

• Basin & Pedestal 

• Chrome Bath & Basin Taps 

• W/C with Soft Close Lid 

• Chrome Heated Towel Rail 

• 18m2 Wall Tiles 

• 5m2 Floor tiles 

• Large selection of Tiles and 
Suites to choose from 

• Free home survey 




f t hcbtstyw aKji) g a || for fyrthe,. details 


on 


0845 388 5150 or 0121 275 0333 

Lines Open Mon- Fri 08.00 - 20.00 Sat 09.00 -16.00 

www.haynesbathrooms.co.uk [ _ | ■ i _ 

WTj * 

iabove ; 



i j info@haynesbathrooms.co.uk 

*0ffer subject to terms & conditions *Bath suites may vary from those shown £ 
*0ffer ends 1 st November 



Mobility 


run business with over 30 years experience 


Open: Monday - Saturday 9.30am-4.30pm 

www.care&mobi I ity.co.uk 


> 



Folding Walking Sticks ■ Blue Badge & Time Wallet ■ Cosy Feet Range 

SPECIAL OFFER Only £7.99 I SPECIAL OFFER Only £2.99 I From Only £21.67 


UNBEATABLE OFFERS 
ON STRAIGHT/ 
CURVED STAIR UFTS 


Limited Offer New Stair Lifts Supplied & Fitted £1195 


Fully fitted stairlifts installed by our professionally trained fitters Stockists of Brooks, Used Stannahs, 
Platinum and Bison Lift. FREE HOME SURVEYS & FAST FITTING SERVICE AVAILABLE! 





Stairlifts 

From Only £595 

Scooters 

From Only £399 

Wheelchairs 

From Only £99 

Baths Lifts 

From Only £259 

Reclining Armchairs 

From Only £399 

Walkers 

From Only £56 

Adjustable Beds 

From Only £399 


Lift Rediner 
Chairs come as 
single or dual 
motor chair and 
actually lift you 
up and on to 
your feet with 
minimal effort 
required. 



From Only £399 




✓ FREE Easy Parking ✓ Best Prices on all batteries supplied 
/ Service work carried out at special rates 
/ Free daily living aids catalogue / 0% Finance available 
/ Motability Accredited 
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FOCUS ON WILLENHALL 
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Girls showed 
they care by 
fundraising 
for Acorns 

THREE caring schoolgirls 
from Willenhall have raised 
more than £1,400 for a 
hospice that helps children. 

Natalie Horton, aged 15, 
and her twin cousins Katie 
and Sarah Hurmson, 11, 
dressed up in Santa hats and 
Acorns T-shirts for a bucket 
collection at the local branch 
of Morrisons. 

Their grandmother Jean 
Fulford, who helped arrange 
the collection, said: “I had 
talked to the girls about the 
value of being unselfish. We 
want to thank everyone - 
shoppers, staff, patrolling 
policemen and some firemen 
who gave donations. 

“We are really proud of 
what the girls have achieved 
for less fortunate children. 
Everyone said what a credit 
they were.” 

Example 

E-act Academy student 
Natalie and her cousins, who 
attend St Giles C of E 
Primary School, collected 
£982 on the day, having 
already raised £447 at the 
supermarket during the 
summer. 

Hannah Nolan, Acorns in 
the Black Country commu¬ 
nity fundraising manager, 
said: “It is wonderful to have 
girls like these supporting 
Acorns. We rely on voluntary 
income and fundraising for 
most of our running costs of 
£750 per day per child, so 
this generous support, from 
shoppers and store staff, is 
so valuable. 

“We really appreciate the 
support of Morrisons, who 
granted them permission. 
We hope many more will 
follow their fine example.” 


Shopkeepers get grants to 
restore heritage of stores 


SHOPS are being restored and revamped in 
Willenhall town centre with the help of money 
from the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

More than £170,000 is being invested so businesses 
can be repaired, restored and revitalised as part of 
the Willenhall Townscape Heritage Initiative (THI). 


The £1 million pound ini¬ 
tiative will use these addi¬ 
tional funds to continue its 
regeneration of the Willen¬ 
hall conservation area. 

Coach company JR Holy- 
head was the first to receive 
a restoration boost and after 
eight months of work it 
reopened its Cross Street 
offices with a special cere¬ 
mony. 

With the financial help 
the travel firm built a new 
shop front based on a tradi¬ 
tional design, including 
timber sash windows along 
with refurbishment to the 
brickwork. 

Refurbishment has also 
been carried out at the 
Blunts Shoes store in 
Market Place that has had 
its historic features 
repaired, including its 
chimney and its original 
shop front. 

A new shop front has also 
been installed at RS News, 
Wolverhampton Street. The 
modern uPVC windows 
have been replaced with 
timber frames based on the 
store’s original profile. 

Councillor Adrian 

Andrew, regeneration chief 
at Walsall Council, said: 
“This is excellent news for 


[ by Tom Mason 

the regeneration of Willen¬ 
hall and I’m delighted for 
the owners of these three 
stores. 

“Our town centres 
deserve to be at the heart of 
community life and even 
small changes - such as 
improving shop fronts or 
restoring a building’s histor¬ 
ical features - can make a 
difference.” 

Opportunity 

Under the scheme shops 
can receive a grant covering 
70 per cent of the cost of 
repair work and up to 90 per 
cent of the cost of restoring 
original features. 

Cllr Ian Shires, chairman 
of the Willenhall Area Part¬ 
nership, said: “It’s good to 
see owners taking up the 
opportunity to improve the 
appearance of our town 
centre. 

“Hopefully, others will 
follow suit as the benefits 
become more obvious.” 

To apply for a grant or 
request more information, 
contact the THI Project 
Officer on 01922 654757. 



Rajendra Patel, owner of RS News in Wolverhampton Street, Willenhall who has benefi¬ 
ted from Heritage Lottery money to revamp his shop along with others in the town 


New skate 
park plan 
for town 

A SKATE park will be 
created as part of a £240,000 
revamp of Willenhall Memo¬ 
rial Park 

There has been a long- 
running campaign, spear¬ 
headed by a group of 
teenagers, to get better 
skating facilities in the park. 

The work has been 
included in Walsall Council’s 
list of projects. Funding of 
£180,000 for landscaping 
and the creation of the skate 
park has been allocated for 
the next financial year. A 
further £60,000 will be spent 
at the prk the year after. 

Councillor Sean Cough- 
lan, from the Friends of Wil¬ 
lenhall Memorial Park, said: 
“This is fantastic for the 
Friends group and even 
more fantastic for the young 
people in Willenhall, whose 
project this is. They have 
brought this idea to the 
Friends group and done a lot 
of work coming up with the 
ideas.” 

It is hoped the new skate 
park will be in the same loca¬ 
tion as the current one, near 
the Pinson Road entrance. 


Meeting in 
church led 
to 60 years 
of marriage 

A COUPLE who met at 
church are celebrating 60 
years of wedded bliss. 

Dennis and June Row- 
botham, both aged 83, of 
Willenhall, marked the mile¬ 
stone by going out for a meal 
with close friends. 

The pair, of Oaken Drive, 
Short Heath, met at Low 
Hill Church in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton. 

Mr Rowbotham said: “She 
was singing in the choir and 
I went to the Sunday service 
with a cousin. We got talking 
and it went from there.” 

They have three daugh¬ 
ters, seven grandchildren 
and a great granddaughter. 

During his working life, 
Mr Rowbotham was in the 
building trade and his wife 
was a credit controller for 
West Midlands Press, which 
was then based in Leamore 
Lane, Walsall. 

Free gym and 
health check 

HELP is at hand for those 
people who feel the need to 
get fit after the festive 
excesses thanks to a special 
day in Willenhall next week. 

The family health event at 
Willenhall Chart centre, 
Gomer Street on Saturday, 
January 12, from noon to 
4pm, will allow residents to 
undergo a free health check, 
get information on healthy 
living and sign up for a 
month’s free gym member¬ 
ship. 

Contact 01902 634238 or 
01902 368199 for details. 



LUXURY COACH TOURS IN BRITAIN, EUROPE AND LONDON THEATRE 

CALL 01922 414576 FOR OUR LATEST BROCHURES OR 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT www.parrys-international.co.uk 


COME TO OUR OPEN DAY ON SUNDAY 6th JANUARY 10am - 3pm 

AT OUR OFFICES & HQ 

LANDYWOOD GREEN, CHESLYN HAY (Between Wolverhampton & Cannock) WS6 7QX 
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THERE’S SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE AT 

| W S FURNISHINGS , 

_ FRO MiM ODE R ft mTObTRADITTO N AL 
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4/6 ortho deluxe divan set with 
2 free drawers at only £249.99 


New to store 2150 pocket memory sprung divan 
set. This bed is the bees knees at only £799.99 
(drawers are extra) 



Bedroom Furniture in white - quality at its best 


BEDS AND MATTRESS AVAILABLE FROM £79.99 UP TO £899.99. CALL FOR DETAILS 




Angelina Suite with 3 recliners in the sofa 
in Brown Leather 

Was £2200 Now £1399 (one set only) 


Christina Suite in Burgundy Leather with 
matching lift & rise recliner 
Was £2,400 NOW £1,699 (one set only) 



Catonia Suite in Grey Leather with 
electric recliner chair 
Was £2300 Now £1699 (1 set only) 



FAUX LEATHER BED SETTEE - WAS £599.99 NOW £499.99 (1 ONLY IN BROWN) 




A A* r < M A 


3+1+1 Addington Suite in top quality fabric 
Was £1999.99 Now £1199.99 (one set only) 



Vivosa Full Beclining Suite in Brown Leather 
outstanding value at Only £1499.99 




Wendy 3+1+1 Italian Leather 


\A/ALSALLS' VERY OWISI CHAIR SPECIALISTS 

NOW SUPPLYING CHAIRS TO CARE2U HOMECARE IN WALSALL 

Lift & Rise 
recliners from 
£499.00 to 
clear from 
new stock 



OPENING HOURS 

Monday-Saturday 10.00am-5.00pm 
Sunday 10.30am-3.00pm 
FREE PARKING 

ALL BUS ROUTES TO THIS STORE 
Number of buses are: No. 5,369,370,38A 
All above buses stop outside our store 


Disabled Access 


Free Phone 

08001875418 


1 LARGE FREE PARKING 



Pictures for illustration purposes onh 
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Etorn Pi«cp Swng, 
Dnckyard Road, AldriOgc. 
Walsall. 

W«w»t MicMarxl* 

ws$ esn 

Tel: 01922 743 202 

Fax: 01922 743 277 




Your Local Window and Door Fabricator 


Complete* 

From 

£130.00 


ELITE BjOlSI 

*Spe€tus 




Available In 


Massive 1 
Savings On ' 
Composite 
Doors 

Range of Colours^ 
Available 


www. i n cllgoprc'dLicts.com 


NEWS 

Private cemetery plots 
are being snapped up 

PRESSURES on councils and 
churches to meet demand for 
burial spaces has led to more 
private cemeteries springing 
up around the Midlands. 

The growing need for burial plots led 
to a private cemetery opening in 
Burntwood in November. Another is 


schemes and says he will keep snap¬ 
ping up land to turn into cemeteries 
where there is a shortage in the future. 

The father-of-four, of Reedswood 
Lane, Walsall, said he first realised 
there was a lack of burial space in 2006, 
two years after he had bought land off 
Walsall Road in Lichfield. 

The site is now being transformed 
into a 30,000 plot cemetery, with hope 
that burials can start by June next 
year. 

The 51-year-old said: “I was looking 
to build something like a golf course or 
sports facility there. 

Shortage 

“When I spoke to the local authority 
and realised there was a shortage of 
burial space in the area I decided to try 
and make it into a cemetery.” 

Mr Waheed, who recently submitted 
a planning application to Walsall He said some people preferred to members of the church or very closely 
Council to create a new 8,000 plot reserve a section so families could be related to someone who is. 
cemetery in Aldridge Road, Walsall, buried together, and added that St “There can be a lot of anxiety among 
also opened a new private cemetery Anne’s Church, Chasetown, had also people who want to be certain of where 
with 6,000 plots off the A5195 Burnt- reserved cremation and burial sections they will be laid to rest, 
wood Bypass in Burntwood. because of being full to capacity. “Interestingly, fees for church 

Walsall Burial Park serves Walsall, Lichfield Diocese spokesman Simon burials are often lower than for public 
Cannock and Lichfield and many of the Jones said burial plots were very cemeteries, though people often don’t 
plots had been snapped up before it sought-after in some areas, particu- realise that they are paying for the 
even opened. larly around older churches with burial, not the plot of land. 

Kamran Saleem, general manager limited space. “It is hard to imagine a private ceme- 

for Springhill Cemetery Group, said AflXietV tery being a cheaper option, 

the firm had seen a large uptake from c “ “e are aware that different rules are 

the Muslim community and a mosque He said: “Church rules mean that made for different cemeteries however 
in Small Heath, Birmingham, had church graveyards are only open to and would advise people to check the 
bought 1,200 plots. those who live in the parish, are length of the lease in a plot.” 


due to open in the summer in Lichfield 
and a planning application has been 
lodged to transform a site in Walsall. 

Aamer Waheed, boss of Springhill 
Cemetery Group, is behind the 



An artist’s impression of how Aldridge Road Cemetery, Walsall, will look 



Burntwood site manager Jonathan Austin Site owner Aamer Waheed 



GOLD, SILVER & FOREIGN CURRENCY DEALERS 




GOLD, SILVER, PLATINUM,PALLADIUM, PRE 47 SILVER COINS, 
EURO NOTES, EURO COINS 

BBUB ©CDs 

(1 CARAT +) DIAMONDS, DIAMOND JEWELLERY & 
MELTING SERVICE 

9ct Gold.£11.95 per gram 

14ct Gold.£18.59 per gram 

18ct Gold.£23.90 per gram 

22ct Gold.£29.21 per gram 

Full Sovereign.£239 each 

Full Kruggerand.£1010 each 

Platinum.£26.50 per gram 

Silver (.925).50p per gram 


BIRMINGHAM (M6 J6) 

36 Vyse Street, Jewellery 

Quarter, Birmingham B18 6JY 

Tel: 0121 554 8917 



We sell £1 = 1.20 Euros 
£100= 120 Euros 
EUROS We buy 100 Euros = £75.00 

Prices paid 27.1 2.12 We also buy €1 & €2 Euro coins 

ANY CURRENCY CAN BE ORDERED WITH NO COMMISSION 


WE BUY AND SELL ALL DOLLARS 


_ We sell £1 = $1.58 
DOLLARS We buy $100 = £62.50 

Prices correct at time of printing but subject to daily change 


WALSALL 

Old Square Jewellers 
1 8 Old Square, Walsall 

Tel: 01922 632952 
www.bowjanglesi 


WEDNESBURY (M6 J9) 

1 7 Market Place, Wednesbury 
WS10 7AY 

Tel: 0121 556 6868 

iidlands.co.uk 


I.D. 

Required 

Working in association 
with W.M. Police 
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winter 

sale 

offer 

FINAL FEW DAYS 


FOR THE START OF THE SALE ONLY 

EXTRA DISCOUNTS 
OFF ALL SALE PRICES 


OFFER ENDS SUNDAY 5PM - LIMITED STOCK 


It's your last chance to take advantage of the EXTRA SALE DISCOUNTS off all sale prices throughout the stores - 
with many savings of 50% or more. This offer must end Sunday 5pm. Cousins boast three of the largest furniture stores 
in the UK. Whether your taste is contemporary, traditional, modern or classical. Cousins have the answer. The choice is 
enormous, all beautifully displayed in inspirational room settings. 


Swefeil 5pfW 


Extra Discount Price 


Extra Discount Price 


£499 



£349 


Scirrocco leather 3 seater sofa 
NORMAL £+099 SALE £699 




Lux swivel chair 
NORMAL £629 SALE £399 


Elica round table and 4 chairs 
NORMAL £44+9 SALE £699 



Gamma combination wardrobe 
NORMAL £4+9 SALE £349 


Stressless ex-display sofas 
and swivel recliner chairs 


50% OFF 


Modern sofabed - 
innovative space saving design 


NORMAL EXTRA DISCOUNT 

£629 price 

SALE 

ro Af\ 
tw4y 


£299 


Wade Eaton high back 3 seater sofa 
and chair 


NORMAL EXTRA DISCOUNT 
£2399 PRICE 

SALE 

fc I 747 


£1399 


Kirsten swivel recliner chair 
with footstool 


NORMAL EXTRA DISCOUNT 

£299 PRICE 

SALE 

£499 


£149 


Parker Knoll Hudson sofas and chairs - 
choice of colours 


SAVE 25% 


Willis and Gambier 
Oak extending table 
and 4 chairs 


NORMAL EXTRA DISCOUNT 

£1099 price 

SALE 

A# 


£499 


Modern high gloss extending table 
and 4 chairs - available in 
white or black 


NORMAL EXTRA DISCOUNT 

£1509 price 

SALE 

£999 


£599 


Baker Flagstone 

3 door sideboard 

NORMAL EXTRA DISCOUNT 

£1199 price 

£999 £699 

Nolte Mobel Lovalo fitted bedroom 
range. Free UK delivery and fitting 

SAVE 35% 

German sliding 2.25m wardrobe - 
modern design 

NORMAL EXTRA DISCOUNT 
£629 PRICE 

M9 £349 


Denby - 

dinnerware sets, selected designs 

SAVE 50% 

Columbia twist carpet - 
choice of colours 

NORMAL EXTRA DISCOUNT 
£42r95m 2 PRICE 

£4.9sm 2 


Silentnight Miracoil 
double drawer divan 


NORMAL EXTRA DISCOUNT 

£629 price 

SALE 

roftQ 

7 / 


£349 


Lydia leather double bedstead 
(including slats) 

NORMAL EXTRA DISCOUNT 

£599 price 

£299 £249 

Tempur - 

mattresses, divans & bedsteads 

SAVE 30% 

Rest Assured Pocket sprung 
double drawer divan 

NORMAL EXTRA DISCOUNT 

£599 price 

£399 £349 

Mattresses - 

Large stocks available for 
immediate delivery 

FROM £49 

Rugs - assorted designs 
and colours 

SAVE OVER 60 % 


© 


noil© 


TEMPUR Hirrir 




Den by 


im MturrA 


□f-ama. 


-wee#* 


Parfcrffconll 


jcxgpnr 

Joseph 




PAY NOTHING UNTIL SUMMER - NO DEPOSIT - INTEREST FREE CREDIT 





([ousins 


Birmingham 

Warwick Road, 
Tyseley. Bll 2EW. 

T: 0121 765 3300 

• Free parking 


Dudley 
Hall Street 
DY2 8NW. 

T: 01384 451500 


Manchester 
A57, Regent Rd, 
Salford. M5 4EA. 

T: 0161 875 4070 


• instore restaurant 


O/ A DD Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £500. Subject to status. All balances must be paid in June 2013 on the date specified at the time of purchase. 

V/ /O rnf IX Written details on request. Offer not available on clearance items or in store concessions. Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited colours, 
REPRESENTATIVE or the colours shown in this advert. Prices in this advert are valid until 6th January 2013.See website for Price Promise details. 


Open 7 days a week 

Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 


PRICE 

PROMISE 


Our price promise 
to you, we won't be 
beaten on price! * 




beyond expectation 


www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


A CLEANER AND GREENER PLACE 


WE KNOW that many of 
our residents recycle well 
and we would like to thank 
you for helping us in our 
efforts to make the borough 
a cleaner and greener place 
for everyone to live and work. 

Unfortunately though, a small minority 
of residents are not recycling correctly 
and, as a result, a number of bins are being 
rejected each week This could cost the 
council hundreds of thousands of pounds 



a year unless we do something about it 
because of the cost to landfill the rejected 
waste. Clearly this is not giving our council 
tax payers value for money. 

We have tried hard to explain how the 
recycling system works in Walsall by 
sending every resident a series of leaflets, 
as well as placing stickers on their bins. 
Street Pride staff are also visiting streets 
with the recycling crews to talk to residents. 

The message appears to be getting 
through and the number of bins we are not 
taking because they contain items we can’t 
recycle has fallen significantly 

One of the big problems we have is 
people putting food waste into their green 
recycling bin, including takeaway boxes 
with food still inside them. Any food waste 
you have should go in your grey bin. 

Collect 

Christmas is just around the corner and we 
want to make sure we collect as many bins 
as possible. To do that, we need your help. 
We have tried hard to make this message as 
clear as possible but realise that the wrong 
material can still sometimes end up in the 
wrong bin. For this reason, we have included 
in this advert examples of the things you 
should put in your grey bin as well as those 


that can be placed in your green bin. 

If you’re unclear about why your bin has 
not been collected or what you can and 
cannot recycle, ring the council’s Contact 
Centre on 01922 653344 or go to www. 
walsall.gov.uk for advice. 

Please use this guide to help you 
put the right thing in the right bin. 
If in doubt, use your grey bin and, if 
you need advice, ring the council’s 
Contact Centre on 01922 653344. 

Thank you and Merry Christmas. 

Cllr Tom Ansell 
Portfolio Holder for 
Environment and Transport 



' Please cut out 


Your bin collections 

n Important information from your council 


Qr recycle 

for Walsall 



For further information contact 01922 653344 or visit www.walsall.gov.uk 
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NEWS 


Belly interesting 



Belly dance troupe Kizlar wowed residents and staff on 
a visit to Homestead Care Home in Brownhills 

BELLY-DANCERS gave residents at a Walsall care home an 
festive treat when they dropped in to provide some unusual 
Christmas entertainment. 

Dance troop Kizlar performed to around 25 residents at 
Homestead Care Home, on Ogley Road, Brownhills 

Karen Williams, who runs belly dance classes at the Scout 
hut in Wall Heath, said: “The dance troupe loved perform¬ 
ing for the residents and seeing them all clap along and sing 
along. It was something totally different from the normal 
entertainment they get. 

“One of the ladies who apparently never interacts with 
people was clapping along. It turns out she was a ballroom 
dancer and it must have triggered something, that was 
really special.” 

Alan Guest, activities coordinator at the home, said: “Our 
residents have been enthralled by the skill and elegance 
demonstrated by Kizlar.” 

Anyone interested in joining the belly dancingclasses can 
contact Ms Williams on 07977504814. 

Leisure centre 
scheme is given 
the green light 


A REPLACEMENT 
leisure centre in 
Walsall Wood has 
been given planning 
permission. 

Work can now begin on 
securing the millions of 
pounds needed to replace 
Oak Park Leisure Centre. 

The new facility will have 
an eight-lane pool, teaching 
pool with moving floor, 
fitness suite, health studio 
and catering facilities. It 
would be built on playing 
fields to the rear of the sitee. 

Council leader Mike Bird 
said: “This isn’t a done deal 
and we’ve still got to get the 
money. The purpose of the 
application was to get plan¬ 
ning permission in place to 
allow us to bid for outside 


funding. We’ve still got to 
get the bid together.” 

Planning permission was 
approved by council plan¬ 
ning chiefs. 

If funding is secured, a 
new Oak Park Leisure 
Centre would be built before 
the old one is flattened. 

The existing artificial 
pitch would be refurbished 
to include new floodlights 
and 100 new parking spaces 
would be created. 

Bloxwich Leisure Centre 
is also in line for a rebuild 
costing around £5.5 million. 

It would include a six-lane 
swimming pool, 80-piece 
fitness suite and large sports 
hall, as well as two squash 
courts, a 175-space car park 
and the potential for outdoor 
skate facilities. 


lime for Mr Wolf 



Pictured are Red Riding Hood cast members, front from 
left Natalie Ashcroft and Natalie Webster, back from left 
Will Young, George Wyton and Jon Flood 

ALDRIDGE Youth Theatre presents is own version of Red 
Riding Hood at the theatre in Noddy Park Road this month. 

The family panto will be staged on January 11 and 12, 
then January 17 to 19 and 24 to 26. 

Tickets cost £9 (£8 concessions). Contact the box office on 
(01922)458615. 
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COMFORT BEDS 

SALE NOW ON! 



SEALY P0STUREPEDIC 
BACKCARE MATTRESSES 


SLEEPEEZEE MEMORY 


MYERS ORTHOPAEDIC 
POCKET SPRUNG 



WE WOULD LIKE TO 
THANK ALL OUR VALUED 
CUSTOMERS FOR THEIR 
SUPPORT AND WOULD 
LIKE TO WISH THEM 
ALL A VERY HAPPY AND 
HEALTHY NEW YEAR 


Mattresses 
from £39 

Huge choice of mattresses in 
stock for immediate delivery 
•FREE DELIVERY in this area 
•Disposal of old bed 
• Set up service available 



Unit 2, Barons Court Trading Estate, 

S 

51 Birmingham Road, Sutton Coldfield, 



Lichfield Rd, Walsall Wood, Walsall WS9 9AQ 

1 — 

B721QF (By The Empire Cinema) 



Open 7 Days a Week, Mon-Sat 9-5pm Sun 11-4pm 

rup 

Open 7 Days a Week, Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30, Sun 11-4pm 


L 

01543 360584 

s 

0121 355 5390 

©NM 
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Up to 3 year’s free credit on everything 



TV Beds 

from £679 to £3499 



Adjustable Beds 

from £489 to £4799 


WALSALL 


Reedswood Retail Park 

Reedswood Way WS2 8XA 

01922 646 969 

Opposite Sainsbury's 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK T) ) 


Kids’ Beds 

from £99 to £899 


OTHER STORES 

Oldbury 

Granada Trading Est 0121 552 0194 

Tamworth 

Jolly Sailor Retail Park 01827 307 737 

Wednesbury 

Black Country New Rd 0121 556 2552 

Wolverhampton 

Bentley Bridge Ret Pk 01902 721 112 


Bedroom Furniture 

from £79 to £1199 


Guest & Sofa Beds 

from £129 to £1049 


7 v The advert is 

APR price £4,500 

REPRESENTATIVE 


©reams 


For a great night's sleep 


copyright of Dreams Pic 2013. Intervening price £249 applied 24th-30th December 2012. Mattresses and bedding on bedsteads are extra. 3 for 2 on bedroom furniture - cheapest item free. Up to 3 year’s free credit representative example. Cash 
less 20% deposit of £900. Then 36 monthly payments of £100 (0% APR). Total amount of credit £3,600, total amount payable £4,500. Finance subject to status, indemnities may be required. See in-store for full details. 
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NEWS 


No decision yet on 
new police station 


Top rockers 



Live band of the year winners Loveless 
Luck Tommy Jynx, with Greg Skinini, Izzy 
Loveless, Sammy Fortune and J B Malone 

ROCKERS Loveless Luck scooped the Best 
Live Band of the Year award at Bilston’s 
Robin 2 music venue. 

The Birmingham band was crowned 
winner after months of heats. The prize is 
two songs studio recorded, an appearance at 
Cambridge Rock Festival and a professional 
photo shoot by Tony Mottram. 

Fellow Birmingham musicians Occoeur 
came in second, with Walsall band Venom & 
Apathy in third. 


NO decision has been made as to 
when Walsall will get a new police 
station even though the force 
earlier this year agreed funding 
for a new £12.7 million site. 

During a webchat with members of the 
public, Superintendent Keith Fraser, of 
Walsall police, said: “The force is reviewing 
all of its estate and Walsall police is obvi¬ 
ously part of that review 

“I know this has been going on now for 
some time, but no decisions have been made 
yet. 

“Some difficult decisions have to be made 
and we have to think carefully about how we 
best use your money. Sometimes the choice 
is people or buildings, also we have to think 
about how you want to contact us as well.” 

Disability 

Walsall’s current headquarters, in Green 
Lane, does not comply with disability laws 
and the force was ordered to sort it out 
within three years. 

It was thought that the new station could 
be built on mainly council-owned land in 
Hatherton Street, closer to the town centre. 

Mr Fraser also said that crime in Walsall 
was now at an “all time low”. 

Extra 5,000 cemetery 
plots being provided 

AN EXTRA 5,000 burial plots will be 
created at Willenhall’s main cemetery 
under new plans to help meet demand and 
ease an impending shortage of space. 

The expansion of Willenhall Lawn Ceme¬ 
tery is expected to provide spaces for 
another 40 years. The existing site is due to 
reach full capacity by 2016. 

Around £120,000 has been set aside by 
Walsall Council to explore the option with 
the aim of beginning construction within 
two years. 
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Have You Made Your 
'New'Years Resolution Yet? - NO! 
WHY NOT LEARN TO 
DANCE THE EASY WAY 

Exercise Your Body - Exercise Your Mind 

Step by Step Adult Instruction Classes 
Enjoy dances like Cha, Cha, Cha, Waltz, Social Rock'n'Roll, 
Quickstep, Jive, Rumba,Tango, Social Salsa 
and other dances in Vogue. 


Thursday 10th January, 2013 
7pm - 8pm 
AT 

The Wednesbury Dance Centre 
A well established full time studio 
(1st floor, over Ladbrokes , next door Bright House) 
Market Place, Wednesbury Town Centre WS10 7AY 


For further details go to 
dancemagic4you.co.uk 
Enquiries: 0121 556 5285 1 

or 07793 371639 


Aifel 


'ance c JHo^lc JM 


BBC 


FURNITURE 
FACTORY OUTLET 


DELIVERY WITHIN 
7 DAYS ON 
ALL STOCK ITEMS 


SALE 



WINTER MELTDOWN now 

WITH ON 

£1,000,000 WORTH OF SHOWROOM & WAREHOUSE STOCK DRASTICALLY 
REDUCED IN PRICE TO TAKE AWAY OR AVAILABLE FOR NEXT DAY DELIVERY 


OTTOMAN 

DOUBLE BED FRAME WITH CRIMSON VELVET FABRIC 
WAS £499 REDUCED £399" NOW €199 



RIVA 

MODULAR SOFA 
MAKE UR OWN 
SIZE SOFA WITH 
OR WITHOUT ARM 
HARDWEARING 
WOVEN FABRIC 


WAS-£99" 

PER SECTION 
SALE PRICE £49 
PER SECTION 


RAVAL 

REAL LEATHER SOFA 
REGULAR WAS.£399 
HALF PRICE £199 


LARGE SOFA WAS £499" 

HALF PRICE £249 



CAMEO MODERN DESIGN 
REGULAR SOFA IN HIGH GLOSS 
FAUX LEATHER WAS £249 
HALF PRICE £124.50 



KENSINGTON HAND 
CRAFTED EXTRA HIGH 
QUEEN ANNE QUALITY 
WING CHAIR WAS £399 
SAVE £159 SALE £249 
DOUBLE 
DISCOUNT 
FIRST 50 
SAVE 

EXTRA £50 

JUST £199 


IJ 


WING CHAIRS 
CLASSICAL 
TUB CHAIRS 
OCCASIONAL 
CHAIRS 
FROM £129 




L A j? BOY 

POWER LIFT & RISE MOBILITY 
CHAIRS FABRIC & LEATHER 
WAS £1299 
FROM £399 



KIRBY 

RECLINER 3 SEATER & 2 SEATER WITH SADDLE 
SHAPED SEAT AND BACK FOR ULTIMATE COMFORT 
AVAILABLE IN ANTIQUE BROWN & BLACK 
WAS £1599 SAVE £700 NOW £899 

DOUBLE 
DISCOUNT 
FIRST 

10 SETS 

EXTRA 
£100 OFF 
JUST 
£799 


OCEAN 
STURDY METAL 
FRAME BED 
SINGLE WAS £89 
NOW £69 


(MATTRESS EXTRA) 


DOUBLE SIZE AVAILABLE TOO! 


OAKLEY 
EXTENDING SOLID 
LIGHT OAK FINISH TABLE 
AND SIX HIGH BACK 
FAUX LEATHER CHAIRS 
WAS £699 
SAVE £300 
NOW £399 

DOUBLE DISCOUNT 
FIRST 5 SETS 
SAVE EXTRA £50 
JUST £349 



MILAN 

REAL LEATHER CORNER UNIT BLACK/BROWN/CREAM 
WAS £599 HALF PRICE £299 



RHAPSODY 

DIVAN - TOP OF THE RANGE SOLID REFLEX 
FOAM MATTRESS TOPPED WITH MEMORY FOAM 
SUPPORTED WITH COIL 
SPRUNG BASE 
VERY FIRM WITH 
SOFT FEEL TOP 
DOUBLE SIZE WAS £69T 
HALF PRICE £349 
KING SIZE WAS £799 
HALF PRICE £399 
DOUBLE DISCOUNT 
FIRST 20 EXTRA £50 OFF 



FREE HEADBOARD 
WORTH UPT0 £69 
WHEN YOU BUY 
THIS BED 



GLASGOW DIVAN 
SET IN BLUE STITCH 
BOND HARD WEARING 
FABRIC - EXTRA THICK 
WHITE FILLINGS 
ON AGGRO SPRUNG 
INTERIOR 

SINGLE SET WAS £99 

SALE £59 

DOUBLE SET WAS £149 

SALE £89 

KING SIZE WAS £199 

SALE £119 


LUXURY ORTHO 
DIVAN SET IN 
BELGIUM DAMASK 



KINGSIZE 
WAS £299 £169 



MILANO 

MODERN PLATE GLASS TABLE AND 
SIX HIGH BACK CHAIRS WAS £799 
HALF PRICE £399 . 



LEXUS FAUX LEATHER BED FRAME IN ESPRESSO 
BROWN COMPLETE WITH QUALITY ORTHO 
MATTRESS WAS£399 HALF PRICE £199 

r 


B F C 


Opening Hours 
Monday-Saturday 
10 am-6 pm 
Sunday 10 am-5 pm 

s “• B 


turday BFC FURNITURE STORE 

P m UNIT 2, BULL LANE, WESTERN WAY, 
t m ' 5 ra WEDNESBURY 

r m WS10 8RR 

TEL: 0121-505 5829 

BEDS/SUITES: Dee 07722 344436 CARPETS: 0121 366 0640 



U§ 


GARAGE DOORS LTD 

Established 24 years 



1 _i 


VIMS an? smn eCx-ra/asm] wfflh era? fl© raaiMi© aDaiMfe aa 

We are the longest established garage door company in the area 
100s of doors in stock starting from £185.00 





Fully insulated 55mm 
aluminium electric roller 
door in a range of colours 
supplied and fitted 

£699.00 


ANY PRICE BEATEN^ GUARANTEED 

email: stsgaragedoors@live.com www.stsgaragedoors.co.uk Open: Monday-Friday 

WSM SaturdaTlIam^pm 


24 HOUR 
REPAIR 
SERVICE 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM: UNIT 2,EXCHANGE RUSINESS ESTATE, 
OFF CROSS STREET, RRIDGTOWN, CANNOCK WS11 ORW 


TILES AT UNBELIEVABLE PRICES 


Established 30 Years 


_ www.bentleytile.co.uk 

Bentley Ceramics 


* Stone 

• Limestone 

• Marble 

• Travertine 

\r-JrJTJi • Granite 

• Glass 

W • Natural 

• Slate 

Stone 

• Porceline 

MAIN SHOWROOM RETAIL SHOP 

ran 


Unit 6 Birch Lane Business 191 Wolverhampton Road West, 

Park, Birch Lane, Stannall, Bentley,Walsall WS2 ODU 

Walsall WS9 OOF AAAAAA Bentley 













































SKECHERS •CHURCH’S •NIKE • REFLEX • HI-TEC •CATERPILLAR • ELMDALE •GRENSON •KICKERS •EQUITY • CLARKS 
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HI-TEC • CATERPILLAR • G STAR • GRENSON • KICKERS • EQUITY • CLARKS• LOAKE • BASE • BEN SHERMAN 


BLUNTS* 

UNITED FOOTWEAR 


Shoes 

Accessories 

Sandals 

Boots 

Slippers 

Trainers 


SALE 


Handbags 

Belts 

Wellingtons 
Ballet Shoes 
Tap Shoes 
Plimsolls 


MANY BRANDED SALE 
BARGAINS IN STORE OR 

VIEW OUR ONLINE SHOPS AT 
www.united-footwear.co.uk/walsall 
www.bluntsshoes.co.uk/willenhall 
www.united-footwear.co.uk/dudley 


1 MILLION PAIRS 
UP TO 70% OFF! 


UNITED FOOTWEAR 

BLUNTS SHOES 

UNITED FOOTWEAR 

Bradford Street Walsall 

30 Market Place Willenhall 

80-81 High Street Dudley 

WS1 3QD 

WV13 2AA 

DY11PY 

01922641577 

01902606781 

01384238494 


§ MOST FAMOUS BRANDS ARE INCLUDED IN THE SALE! 


£* CLARKS CHILDRENS SHOES AND SANDALS • DALLET AND TAP SHOES • WEDDINC SHOES • WELLINGTONS • 


USE YOUR LOFT! 



BisonA 

Loft Ladders \s 

Access your loft safely 
and easily with Bison loft 
stairs. The stairs are made 
and fitted by our Midlands 
craftsmen using timber from 
sustainable sources. A gas 
strut mechanism requiring 
just fingertip control makes 
opening and closing your loft 
stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 10 year parts 
& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Patented gas strut 
operation 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 

Flooring and lighting can also 
be provided, adding a very 
useful additional room to 
your home. 


Over 5,500 installations to date! 


G3 ■ □ 


All major credit cards accepted 


theloft^stairs company 


The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 59, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 


Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 


Freephone 0800 389 1281 



Age UK Walsall 

(Formerly Age Concern Walsall) 

Annual 

General 

Meeting 

The meeting will be held on 

23rd January 2013 at 1:00pm 

VENUE - Age Concern Walsall 
50 Lower Hall Lane, WS1 1RJ 

Please contact 

Age UK Walsall on 
01922 638825 

if you wish to attend as numbers may 
affect the venue we are currently using. 


NEWS 



Cheers - celebrating the success of Chamberlin and Hill Castings Ltd are workers including, front from left, fitter 
Selwyn Wilson, general manager David Wilson, and worker Martin Cowley, at a party paid for by the company 


MORE than 100 foundry 
workers raised a glass at a 
special festive party paid for 
by bosses in Walsall. 

Staff members and their partners 
from Chamberlin & Hill enjoyed the 
get-together, which managers organ¬ 
ised as a thank you after workers dra¬ 
matically cut waste and helped the 
company save money. A total of 120 
people enjoyed the treat at the Chuck- 
ery Club opposite their workplace. 

Chief executive Tim Hair paid for 
the party after setting staff a challenge 
to help save the company cash. Every 
foundry ends up with a proportion of 


castings being rejected, although the 
cost of this is a commercial secret. 

Mr Hair said: “We have had a contin¬ 
uing problem with rejections probably 
dating back to when the foundry 
started in 1890 but in July I challenged 
staff that if they could get rates down 
by at least a quarter for three months 
in a row, I would pay for a party. 

Profit 

“Instead of cutting it by 25 per cent, 
they actually managed to cut it by 30 
per cent in August, September and 
October - and they’ve gone on to get it 
down by 45 per cent at present.” 

Chairman of Chamberlin, Keith 


Butler-Wheelhouse, said the firm’s 
focus remained on raising sales. 

The specialist foundry and engineer¬ 
ing group has reported profit up to £1.4 
million from £300,000 and sales up 14 
per cent to £45.5m. 

Mr Butler-Wheelhouse said the 
focus was on increasing sales. 

The group, which employs 450 at the 
Chamberlin & Hill works in Chuckery 
and other sites, is investing at least 
£lm in capital equipment over the past 
year. 

It has also launched its first gradu¬ 
ate recruitment scheme, which sees it 
take on up to three high quality engi- 
neering graduates. 


GAS IIM SAFE HANDS 



REGISTERED GAS INSTALLERS 
Plumbing and Heating Engineers 

•7 Years Warranty on all Worcester Bosch Boilers 

• Service & Breakdown Specialists 

• Fires & Cookers Installed 


• Bathroom Installations 

Tel: 01902 606707 
Mobile: 07850 864032 

www.copesheating.co.uk 




EBEE SAFETY 

rltCECLEATS 

n 


FOR ROMANS AND VENETIANS 
COME IN AND PICK UP YOUR 
FREE PACK TODAY 


CHILD SAFETY ESSENTIALS 
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Shugborough Hall 
Bridal Fayre 

(Staffordshire’s largest bridal fayre) 

3rd February 2013 
11 am - 4pm 
“Fashion Shows” 

‘ ‘ Demonstrations ’ ’ 

“Live Entertainment” 

Join us for a day out at Shugborough 

Small admission 

www. staffordshirebridalfayres. co. uk 



Telephone Number: 01543 450266 


Shugborough Hall, Shugborough, 
Stafford, ST17 OXB 
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Drop a dress size with 

LADIES ONLY 

GYMOPHOBICS, it really works!!! 


Q 


ymophobics 


30 ' 



NO JOINING FEE 


A rtf* 127682 

i mil) tv r* *sf tew pm macry cv* id so k/mor ac*<e ftyrwt Ho nam mu* 

(Ad Am MOV ,%i* wm ri »c p4a on iW*dmira (Mi6*1w«'MMwdlaioa»jnKA«H^I i’»w« 

^tfcruey • fwoflfrpwort few** 6 y w«i)naSiaiJiWoaW>qf#rwo»to i*+to go acpg hy n>»— <*vr 
f *n r mi vary a 1 V* «« Am a‘ cary la * B#m te>H wd r» StA ( m»i Mar 6a*v Jnaam 

srrotd ty j (Wridy iY«tr»*k >'} trsart* r* <ftc«»y? to p* n mbs l%e brer (ft ****; *vmp ever PM**.' 

l^lYnMOmutf AVMAati/W^Mr Li »u»r ikwui *OUtv J (mm nftf t* ?Jb *•*! J4 taclMi 
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•*'vmt> fwiA 4 «a> *mXO a#» 3i+c%*tr%>t !«kUWn «Miiimn) 0jmti**«*«* to Ml/ o*a A a pMT way to toau _ 
ww yM **d I naatow a-*e* Aar nucb vmr» c.vtonic>.n np**¥ 
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HI 2 MONTI HH 


TOP 10 REASONS TO LOVE.. 

1. LADIES ONLY 

2. VERY FAST RESULTS 

3. JUST 30 MINUTES PER SESSION 

4. APPOINTMENT SYSTEM/NO WAITINO 

5. EASY, FUN AND FRIENOLY 

6 . VIP ATTENTION & PERSONAL PROGRAMME 

7. BEAUTIFUL ENVIRONMENT 

Q. NO FITNESS REQUIRED/ALL AGES 

S. UNIQUE AIR RESISTANCE* NO WEIGHTS 

lO COURSE FROM LESS THAN £TI PER DAY 



Improve Your Fitness, Health, Mobility & Life 
with Gymophobics you can!!! 


Please call today for your 

Free Guest Pass 

it could be the phone call 
that changes your shape 
and your life! 

01922 638038 

HATE GYMS 

LOVE 

GYMOPHOBICS 


1 


What one of our members has to say: 

NANCY 

I suiter wit* osteo and rheumatoid arthritis Because of my immobility i 
pet on sii atone in weight. Worried about Itua 1 spoke to my doctor who 
suggested eierctse. but we could not find one suitable 

Tin 73 and hare nut eoteniued fur ubuut 3Q >earL 

I ha*e lr ad every pcrssfcle tut witbp-i being able to exercise tosng weight 
seemed impossfoe 

Beading me local paper I saw me ad for a tnai at Gymophobics. so l want along to 
nnd out it ft Mould suit me hart been at GymopbaDcs f o r 7 »wks now and 
aready with citing my porters ot toed brrt shil fatmj if* thing* like, arij wW> 
my PT werto** I have Inst /lbs and 1 JV; rrtbes lidnlinss in say, I am over the 
moon with these results 

The 4 j'ly vjalded stilt are lir.rry people it's like a seterd family; they ztk su 
friendly as are (he other ladies using the gym. Everyone has a smile and a kind 
w> d bt encourage- ent. Mv spccidh deigned werkou 1 : s tine no aches or 
paiae afterwards. My huetand and cNdren have noticed how much more energy 
i hart Nrt tinaltf tcond southing that works for me 

Most ot the adcs ars in the sirrc ago greop. but yas~g cr ok) ertr/cne s 
hrrwrhhng from the fjpnp*rt:<r.T vsr:rkr<it 

i can t praiw rt enough - is givrn me a new inisr cf lile’ V« I wcUd recommend 
it ti; ertty tidy - dun I kjjne t a minute lunger - 9*1 fdirlrj tor a new you wra* 


www.gymophobics.co.uk 9 Digbeth, Walsall, WS11QZ next to Sofias 
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W. S. FURNISHINGS 

LARGE 

SELECTION OF SUITES 
REDUCED 
TO CLEAR 

All beds are top 
quality at affordable 
low, low, low prices! 

Unit 1, Green Lane, Birchills, Walsall 

Freephone 
0800 197 5419 


nog UK 


Dog grooming on your doorstep 

jjfi Full grooming service (which includes bathing, 
drying, clipping & ear5 cleaning) 
^Clipping & Scissoring ^ Nail Clipping 
^ Hydro Massaging ^ 10% Discount for new i 


customers ^ 7 Days a week _ 



www.doggroomuk.com 


contact Dane on 07922 491881 or 01922 473518 


ESield [|oad Qurniture 

Furniture for all tastes and budgets 

Divans, Mattresses, Headboards, 

Dining Room Furniture, Solid Oak, 

Glass Furniture, Bed Frames, Pine etc 

Visit our Showroom 


Open 7 days a week Mon-Sat 9 am-5 pm Sun 10 am-4 pm 
Free local delivery - All major credit & debit cards welcome 
Unit 13, Old Hall Industrial Estate, Field Road, Bloxwich 
Tel: 01922 403254 or 07917 788772 



Lockwood Animal Hospital 

84 Lower Lichfield Street, Willenhall 

01902 605080 

Blackheath Veterinary Centre 

19 Long Lane, Blackheath 

0121 559 1599 


Rosewood Animal Hospital 

Open 7 days a week. No additional charges for Bank 
Holidays & weekends. 1 Mason Street, Coseley 

01902 671777 

Waterfront Veterinary Centre 

125 Dudley Road, Brierley Hill 

01384 482121 


4 Job dONE 

Plumbing & Heating 


All aspects of Plumbing and Heating 
Combi Boilers and Bathrooms 

A Kev 

07746 795 761 
O.A.P. Discounts 




CW Joinery 

DOOR SUPPLIERS AND FITTERS 

I SPECIAL OFFERS! 

• 6 Panel white grained doors, supplied 
and fitted £54.50 each 

• 6 x 6 Panel pre-painted doors fully 
fitted for £375 complete with handles 

• NEW! 6x6 Panel pre-painted and plastic 
doors fully fitted only £405! 

• External doors supplied and fitted from £210 

• Fit only, Paint or Stain available 

• Fire doors fitted 

• Pine, oak, hardwood doors available m 

Freephone 0800 019 3376 
01922 709543 


P. Coyne 

Electrical 

Domestic Industrial & Commercial Electricians 


• Full rewires to extra sockets 
• Lights, showers, smoke & burglar alarms 
• Outside sockets 
• Aerial and telephone extensions 
• Free quotes 



Call 07980 237502 
01922 441242 




63 ELMORE GREEN ROAD, BLOXWICH, WALSALL 
WS3 2HN • 01922 493131 


□ 24 Hour Personal Service □ Pre-Pay Funeral Plans 
□ Elegant Chapel of Rest 
□ All Denominations Catered For 
□ Full Monumental Masonry Service 
□ Probate & Social Fund Claim Assistance 



THE BIG SALE 

Birchills House Industrall Estate 
Green Lane, Walsall WS2 8LE 

01922 634555 


Manufacturers & Suppliers of 


ORANGERIES 

CONSERVATORIES 

ANDWINDOWS 


Bathrooms - Kitchens - Doors 


Unit I West Bromwich Road WS5 4AN 

01922 646222 


PENKRIDGE • ALDRIDGE • BURTON • SOLIHULL • TAMWORTH 

Ipi/CufiaasL 

a riS 


Suppliers and Installers of... 
Windows, Doors and Conservatories 


<9 


Celebrating our \ \ 
rear in business! \ 

HEAD OFFICE 

Unit 1, Croxstalls Close, Bloxwich, ; 
Walsall WS3 2XT 


STell5 ji^22g0]i:425^ 

Fax: 01922 475fi19-^^"l 
S Tel: 0800 917 5266 

| Np SALESMEN - NO PRESSURE 
www.pvcudirect.co.uk 
[ email: pvcudirect@hotmail.co.uk 

" TELFORD • SUTTON COLDFIELD • WEST BROMWICH 




♦ 10 Year Insurance Backed Guarantee ♦ No Pressure Selling 
♦ Celebrating 21 years of service ♦ Free Quotes 


Rollingmill Street, Walsall WS29EQ 
www.pelsallwindows.co.uk 
01922644226 


^ Kvi-iniyUr,!-rt* ~ 

fAimUNfr jfr 

0333121 2020 

<3! CHILD SAFE BLIND 
SPECIALISTS 


maka it 


• First Stop 

Accident Management 

Had An Accident? Not Your Fault? 

Don’t Let Your Personal Injury 
Put You Out of Pocket! Call us FIRST! 

Why choose us: 

• Over 10 Years Experience in Assisting Personal Injury Claims 

• No Win No Fee 

• 100% Compensation Guaranteed 

• Loss of Earnings 

• Out of Pocket Expenses 

• Fast, Efficient Service 

• Simple, Jargon Free Process u 

We process all claim types including: 

• Slips, Trips and Falls 

• Whiplash / Back / Spinal Injuries 

• Asbestos / Vibration White Finger / RSI 

• Clinical or Medical Negligence 

caused by incompetent health care or lack of judgement 

• Accidents in Public Places 

0800 587 4520 

(24 hours a day - 7 days a week) 

www.fsamanagement.co.uk 
84-85 Stafford Street Walsall West Midlands WS2 8DU 


WASHmoomi wrnmm 


KITCHENS • BEDROOMS • BATHROOMS • HOME OFFICES 

Call 01543 379666 for a FREE No Obligation Quote 


Unit 1, Toll Point 
Chase Road, Brownhills 


Walsall WS8 6JZ 


De Vere VILLAGE hotel Walsall. V ILL AGE 

Tempus Drive, Tempus Ten, Walsall, WS2 8TJ 

08449808041 

www.village-hotels.co.uk 


W. RAYBOULD & SONS LTD 



Croxall Close, Bloxwich 

01922 479196 


0 BsseCd 

□pen 7 days 
4 Brooklands Avenue, 
Great Wyrley, Cannock 
WS6 6LG 
□1922 701333 



an Exceptional Range From 
Stylish Contemporary to 
Unashamedly Traditional Styles 

visit our showroom to compare prices 

Ablewell Street, Walsall 

Telephone 01922 644407 



AS Windows Walsall Ltd 


Putting the Professional touch into your home 
TRADE ORDERS WELCOME 


So Why Not give us a call and watch those ££££'s fall off 



Call Us on 

01922 638600 or 07973 113530 
17 Vicarage Place, Walsall WS1 3NA 
www.aswindows.co.uk 


CHRO] 
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

5.30 pm-11.30 pm 
Recently refurbished, vibrant New Surroundings. 
Contemporary Bangladeshi & Indian Cuisine Restaurant & Takeaway 

Nessa’s Contemporary Bangladeshi & Indian Cuisine 
13 Ablewell Street, Walsall WS12EQ 
01922 610 355 
www.nessascuisine.com 


Beat the Credit Crunch at: 

All Seasons DIY 


LMOKiOUT/FORg 

mmlmswM 


56-58 High Street, Smethwick, 
West Midlands, B 66 IDS 
4 Tel: 0121 558 4711 
s.spjosan@btinternet.com 


| Family run Business serving J 

the local community 
for nearly 40 years 



V?, 


MULTIPRINT 

Your One-stop Print Shop 


25% OFF all STANNO and PRO STAR Football Kits 


» Printed garments 
» Embroidered garments 

> Badges 

► Ties 

» Business gifts 


• Banners 

• Business stationery 

• Leaflets and flyers 

• Workwear 

• Virtually anything printed we can do! 


1 Town End Street, Walsall WS2 8LP 
Tel: 01922 625651 Fax 01922 721357 
email: info@multiprintuk.com 
web: www.multiprintuk.com 


JCP 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS 


All Building work Undertaken Including Extensions Etc. 
Bathrooms, Kitchens, Bathrooms ask in store. 

3D Design Drawing of your project 
No Obligation FREE quotations 
Opening times: Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.30pm Saturday 10.00am - 4.00pm 
Freephone 0800 9557444 Telephone 01922 288444 
Website: www.jcpbuildingservices.co.uk 
Email: info@jcpbuildingservices.co.uk 
26 High Street, Aldridge WS9 8LZ 


RAPID AERIALS 


ALL TYPES OF AERIALS 
FITTED & REPAIRS 

• 10% discount for OAPs 

• Same day service 

• Freeview Specialist 

• Free call out / Free estimates 
• Extensions 

01922 
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FOR THE BEST IN PROFESSIONAL HAlnORESSING 

• High Quality Balmain Hair Extensions 
by Kelley (Senior Stylist) 

• Fashion Colouring 

• All Types of Foils 
Perming and Spiral Perming 


. w * 

hi 



CONCESSION DAYS 

Tuesday and Wednesday 
Open 7.30am - 4pm Saturdays 

Weddings and 
Special Occasions 

Gents and Children Welcome 

01922620086 

16 The Victorian Arcade 
Walsall, WS1 IRE 


Dream Doors 

The UT^s ‘Premium ‘Kitchen 
JaceCift Company 

as seen on ITV’s 60 minute makeover 

Tel: 01922 455568 

14 Leighswood Road (Anchor Road Bypass) 

Aldridge, WS9 8AA 


instant cash for your unwanted gold 

ALL QUALITIES AND QUANTITIES 

I S2 Arcade SCRAP BROKEN OR DAMAGED CHAINS, 
Walsall WSI I RE EARRINGS, RINGS, BROOCHES, COINS, 
Telephone: WATCHES, BRACELETS ETC 

01922 623905 9CT, I OCT, 14CT, 15CT, 18CT, 20CT, 21CT, 22CT 




• Extended Guarantee Available • Facebook | Borshchelectric 

• At least 12 months Guarantee • Quality Products I Sirius retailer of I 

• Local delivery & installation • Lowest Prices I the year 2012 | 

Unit 17-19 Victorian Arcade, Walsall, WS1 IRE 

pm Telephone 01922 279927 

illustration OPENING TIMES: MONDAY - SATURDAY 9am - 5.30pm 
purposes only Branches also at Birmingham & Dudley 


CASH FOR SCRAP 

PROBABLY THE BEST PRICES PAID IN THE MIDLANDS 

PROMPT COLLECTION & PAYMENT FOR: I 

• Ferrous & Non-Ferrous Metals • Brass • Copper • Lead • Zinc I 
• Chrome-Iron • Steel • Aluminium* Nickel Bearing Alloys etc 

• Machinery • Switchgear • Titanium All Other Precious Metals I 

Genuine & Reliable Service - All Areas Covered 

24 Hour Free Collection - 7 Days A Week (by arrangement) 

• Redundant Stock • Factory Clearances I 
_ All Dismantling Work Undertaken-Cable For Granulating & Stripping 

•if Li censed Under Environmental Protection Act 1990 Sect. 34 (Duly & Care) 

SPRINGlfALE 
METALS 


BUTCHERS & FARMERS 

FOR YOUR FINEST BLACK ANGUS BEEF, FREE RANGE LAMB, PRIME PORK 
EST 75 YEARS 

FULL RANGE OF QUALITY MEAT AT LOW PRICES 


38 HIGH STREET, CLAYHANGER, BROWNHILLS 

Tel: 01543 375046 or 377625 

High-Class Family Butcher • Deep Freeze Specialist 

www.edmundhowdle.com 


£ 


We provide culinary delights for all events 
from a small gathering at home to weddings 
and corporate events, supplying high quality, 
home-coohed food for you to enjoy. 

After School Courses available for all ages 
The Gourmet Cherry Catering Company Ltd 

7 Moatside Close, Pelsall, Walsall, West Midlands, WS3 5BS 
Contact: Tel: 0044 (0)7811 462043 
anna@gourmetcherry.co.uk www.gourmetcherry.co.uk 

The ideal venue for all your 
s pecial, occasirms:. 

We specialise in weddings with 
various all inclusive packages 

Example package: £3333 to include arrival drinks, sit down 
meal, wine with the meal, sparkling wine toast, buffet in 
the evening, DJ, room hire and even the bridal suite for the 
bride and groom for 80 in the day and 100 in the evening 
(can be adjusted to meet your numbers) 

We also cater for Birthdays, Engagements, 
Anniversaries, Christenings and Wakes buffets, hot food, 
sit down meals... it’s up to you. We even do room hire only 
so you can do your own catering 


Tel: 01543 452020 
sales@bwbaronscourthotel.com 
Walsall Wood • Walsall • WS9 9AH 


Enoch Evans LLP have a well earned reputation for providing a professional, 
reliable and quality service across several specialist departments. 

UUe can assist you iuilh issues involving: Company and Commercial, 
Commercial Property, Dispute Resolution, Employment, Wills, Tax & Probate, 
matrimonial & Family, Residential Conveyancing, Healthcare, 

Criminal, motoring & Regulatory Offences 

Registered Office: 

St. Paul's Chambers, 6-9 Hatherton Road, Walsall WS1 1XS 

Tel: 01922 720333 Fax: 01922 720623 
Email: ee@enoch-evans.co.uk iuiuiu.enochevans.co.uk 


Yates Bar & 
Function Rooms 

OPEN TO NON MEMBERS 
TWO FUNCTION ROOMS AVAILABLE 

01543 373458 

Lime Lane, Pelsall, Walsall WS3 5AS 


plumbingpoint 
DARLASTON 

BATHROOM SUITES from £170 

SHOWER CUBICLES from £165 

VANITY UNIT 550 from £240 

• BOILERS AND RADIATORS 

ASK IN SHOP FOR DETAILS 
• TOWEL RAILS / BATHROOM CABINETS 

• FASCIAS AND GUTTERING 

SUPPLIED & FITTED 

NEW SHOWROOM - NOW OPEN 
Unit E, Alma Estate, Stafford Road, Darlaston, WS10 8SX 

0121 568 8268 




Trees Lopped. 

All Work Carries 10 Year Guarantee 

omm i (mm mm® 

www.arrysgroundforce.co.uk 


Care & Mobility 


Family Run Business with 
over 30 Years Experience 

• FREE Easy Parking 

• Best Prices On All 
Batteries supplied 

• Service work carried out at 
special rates 

• FREE daily living aids catalogue 

• Motability Accredited 

For Service and repair work 


10 Woodlands Centre, Wood Lane, 
Willenhall, Walsall WV12 5ND. 
Telephone 01922 400344 
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Lockwood Animal Hospital 

84 Lower Lichfield Street;, Willenhall 

01902 605080 

Blaclcheath Veterinary Centre 

I 9 Long Lane, Black heath 

0 12 1 559 I S 99 

Rosewood Animal Hospital 

I Mason Street, Coseley 

0 1902 02 I 222 

Waterfront Veterinary Centre 

125 Dudley Road, Brierley Hill 

O I 384 482 I 2 I 


Call in to your local 
Chronicle office and 
collect your free 
desktop calendar. 

CHRONICLE 


¥ HOLIDAYS 

(BPR) Specialists in 
5 Day Breaks 

Available all year round 

Also Coach Hire Available 
16-53 Seaters 


For more details, please telephone 

01922 478191 or 
07900 925322 


VILLAGE 



W. S. FURNISHINGS 

LARGE 

SELECTION OF SUITES 
REDUCED 
TO CLEAR 

All beds are top 
quality at affordable 
low, low, low prices! 

Unit 1, Green Lane, Birchills, ^Walsall 

Freephone 

0800 197 5419 


WHILE STOCKS LAST! 


W. RAYBOULD & SONS LTD 

BB~~' ~ ■’“Outlet 


Specialists in Gas/Electric and Solid Fuel Gas Safe and Hetas Installation Service 

New Range of Super Efficient British Made Gas Fires 
GENUINE PRICES WITH NO HIDDEN EXTRAS 



COME AND COMPARE OUR PRICES 
REG,STER CALL IN AND SEE OUR DISPLAY 

Croxstalls Close, Bloxwich, Walsall, West Midlands, WS3 2XT 
www.raybould.co.uk Tel: (01922) 479196 Fax: (01922) 494616 



OPEN: Monday-Friday 9.30am - 4.30pm Saturday I lam - 4pm 
A-Z Ref: 6G 19 • SALES AND DISPLAY DEALS AVAILABLE 


Tel: 01922 647721/ 
625481 

www. dune anj a me s. co. Ilk 


BOURNEMOUTH 


LAGUNA HOTEL 


Holiday Specialits 
In 4 Night Breaks 


Ava//ab/e AN Year 

for more details telephone 


Suffolk Road South, Bournemouth BH2 6AZ 
TEL: 01202 767022 
www.lagunaholidays.com 


■si 


Care & Mobility 


Family Run Business with 
over 30 Years Experience 

• FREE Easy Parking 

• Best Prices On All 
Batteries supplied 

• Service work carried out at 
special rates 

• FREE daily living aids catalogue 

• Motability Accredited 

For Service end repair work 


lO Woodlands Centre, Wood Lane, 
Willenhall, Walsall WV12 5ND. 
Telephone 01922 400344 


HALF PRICE 




Suites - Beds - Mattresses 

MASSIVE DISCOUNTS 

Beds, Mattresses, Leather Suites, Fabric Suites, Recliners 

Open 10 am-5.30 pm, Closed Sundays 

71 Park Road, Bloxwich, WS3 3SW 
07447 727199 


PENKRIDGE • ALDRIDGE • BURTON • SOLIHULL • TAMWORTH = 

|p j/C ^ E>iSirft | 

£ Suppliers and Installers of... * FEfs f SA ^ §[ 

S Windows, Doors and Conservatories Hjr H9 

i Celebrating our | 

| 16th year in business! g 


■W- — HEAD OFFICE 
Unit 1, Croxstalls Close, Bloxwich, 
Walsall WS3 2XT 

Tel: 01922 401425 
Fax: 01922 475719 
Tel: 0800 917 5266 

W01SALESMEN - NO PRESSURE 
l www.pvcudirect.co.uk 
email: pvcudirect@hotmail.oo.uk 

TELFORD • SUTTON COLDFIELD • WEST BROMWICH 
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LARGEST CHOICE 
OF CARPETS 
WALSALL 


WILTONS 


Roll ends 
Remnants 

from £10 

20 

Room Size 
Remnants 

from £50 


i% 

OFF 

r Our Stain Free Range 


KVV/.N V V/ \Y*V • Wflfiffl 

KwaNV/a\ 

Quality 


Contract Carpet 

Ideal for Nursing Homes, Landlord and 
Student Accommodation 100 ROLLS at. 

imYAY/A v 

\V.V\VVaWV. 

HALF PRICE 


Landlord 

Twist 


SALE OFFERS EXTENDED - MUST END SUNDAY 4pm 


. JS* -c 


80/20 Twist 


was £26 sq mtr ....ONE ROLL ONLY 


in Green NOW 




sq mtr 


Cleanable 


24th Dec 10-4pm 
Boxing Day 10-5pm 
27th Dec 10-5pm 
28th Dec 10-5pm 


Lu xury Dj Van 
NOW 


£99 


29th Dec 9.30-5.30pm 
Sun 30th Dec 10-4pm | 
31st Dec 10-5pm 
1st Jan 10-5pm 


CARPET ROLL SALES 

Day St, Walsall WS2 8EJ 

Tel: 01922 621800 
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MEMORY LANE 



One of the last trams to Bloxwich, No 46, with new trolleybuses on The Bridge September 1933 Charles George Bonner VC of Aldridge Huge crowds turned out for the unveiling of Sister Dora’s original statue on The Bridge in 1886 



Walsall’s Highgate Windmill and mill cottage pictured in 1938 



The horse-drawn railway at Pouk Hill Quarry, Bentley, in 1864 


More glimpses of past 
have been discovered 


WALSALL Metropolitan 
Borough, a local authority 
dating in present form from 
1974 but historically much 
older, contains a number of 
towns and villages, and a 
population of around a 
quarter of a million. 

These places each have a proud 
history and distinctive character, as 
you will have seen from my 
‘Memory Lane’ articles over the 
past twelve months. Several date 
back to at least 1086. Indeed, the 
history of the present borough and 
its people is remarkably diverse and 
full of fascinating facts, strange 
stories and obscure origins. 

I have spent many years 
researching and writing about the 
history of our ancient borough on 
behalf of Walsall Local History 
Centre, Walsall Council’s archives 
and local studies service. Many of 
the results of that research have 


by Stuart Williams 


been published in my monthly 
Local Heritage (from 2001) and lat¬ 
terly Memory Lane articles for the 
Walsall Chronicle. 

It seems fitting therefore to con¬ 
clude my twelfth year of Chronicle 
articles by introducing a new book 
which I have written, based on 
some of those past writings. 

Reflections of Old Walsall, pub¬ 
lished by Walsall Local History 
Centre, contains 20 illustrated arti¬ 
cles selected from interesting and 
surprising tales of the borough 
which I have had the privilege of 
shedding light upon. 

But Reflections of Old Walsall 
also offers something different. 
The Chronicle’s editors have 
understandably often made 
changes to the submitted text of my 
past articles for reasons of space 
and house style. The articles in the 
book, however, offer the full origi¬ 
nal text as written, with their orig¬ 


inal titles and with only minor 
tweaks. 

Each article is illustrated with 
period photographs and, in some 
cases, additional pictures than 
were published in the Chronicle 
have been used, having come to 
light in subsequent years. Some of 
those pictures are used in this 
Memory Lane article. 

Available 

Reflections of Old Walsall is 
available now for £6.99 from 
Walsall Local History Centre, from 
Waterstone’s in Park Street, and 
Walsall’s museums. 

Prints of pictures in this feature 
and thousands more are available 
to purchase by special order from 
Walsall Local History Centre. For 
local and family history, drop into 
the centre in Essex Street, which is 
part of Walsall Council. Telephone 
01922 721305 or for further infor¬ 
mation online see 

www.walsall.gov.uk/locaIhistoiycentre 


Reflections 
of Old Walsall 



L«cil in r»J imnl 

V i 2 Ufotrfi 

W 

Stuart S\ilh.irn* 

td Vj'mII Lud HWun Cmm 


Reflections of Old Walsall, written by Stuart Williams 


Take good care this winter 


NHS 


Walsall 


Advice on health care Minor illness or injury 


Serious injury, sudden severe 
illness or medical emergency 



Services at pharmacies include: 

• dispensing prescriptions and 
selling medicines only legally 
available from a pharmacy 

• expert confidential advice on 
treating many health problems 

• help in choosing the right 
over-the-counter medicine 

• advice about correct use of 
medicines 

• advice if you are unsure 
whether you need to see 
your GP 

• collection of repeat 
prescriptions from your 
doctor's surgery and delivery 
of medicines to your home 

• emergency contraception 
('morning-after' pill) from 
some pharmacies* 

• help in an emergency if you 
are unable to contact your 
GP and need prescription 
medication 

• extended opening hours 

‘Call NHS direct on 0845 46 47 for a list of 
chemists supplying the 'morning- after' pill without 
prescription, including to the under 16s. 


Call NHS Direct 
0845 46 47 


Confidential nurse-led telephone 
helpline available 24hrs, every day 
of the year. The service includes: 

• experienced nurses who can 
recommend the best course 
of action if you are anxious 
about ill health 

• health information advisers 
who have details on a wide 
range of topics including the 
opening hours of local 
pharmacies and GP surgeries 
and how to get treatment for 
toothache 

• if necessary your call will be 
passed automatically to the 
999 services 

• language Line - a confidential 
telephone interpreting service 

Calls to NHS Direct are charged at 
local rates and for patients' safety 
all calls are recorded. 


NHS Direct: 0845 46 47 
textphone: 0845 606 46 47 



You can also get health 
information on the internet by 
visiting NHS Direct Online at 
www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk 


Contact your GP 


For most medical problems 
phone your GP practice for ad¬ 
vice or to make an appointment. 
You should expect to see a GP 
within 48 hours. 

GPs visit patients at home only if 
they decide there is a medical 
need. If your surgery is closed 
and you need urgent advice or 
treatment call NHS Direct or the 
GP out-of-hours service. 



The Walsall walk-in centre for 
minor illnesses and injuries that do 
not need hospital treatment is at: 

• Walsall walk-in Health Centre, 
Market Square, Digbeth, 
Walsall WS1 1QZ. 

Open 8am - 8pm seven days 
a week, including the 
Christmas period. 

Telephone 01922 605730. 

No appointment necessary. Babies 
under the age of 12 months must 
be seen by their own GP. 


Emergency and Urgent 
Care Centre (EUCC) 


The 24/7 EUCC service is based at 
the Manor Hospital, near to A&E. 
This service will see, treat and 
advise patients who arrive at A&E 
with conditions suitable to be seen 
by a GP or nurse. 

No appointment is necessary. 



GP out of hours service 


If you need help outside normal 
hours, phone your GP and follow 
the recorded advice or ring 0300 
555 0306. 


Walsall's service is for medical 
problems too urgent to wait until 
your own GP practice is next open. 


You will be given advice over 
the phone and if necessary 
arrangements will be made for 
you to be seen. An appointment 
may be arranged for you to attend 
the EUCC. 



A&E 

Only go to a hospital A&E 
department in the event of an 
accident or emergency. 

An emergency is a critical or life- 
threatening situation such as: 

• unconsciousness 

• suspected broken bones 

• heavy blood loss 

• suspected heart attack 

• deep wounds - such as a 
stab wound 

• breathing difficulties 

• chest pain 

• head injuries 

If you are unsure whether a health 
problem is an emergency needing 
A&E treatment then call your GP 
or NHS Direct for advice. 


Call 999 for 
the ambulance service 


999 ambulance 

Call 999 for an ambulance if the 
patient: 

• has had chest pains for more 
than 15 minutes 

• is not breathing/is having 
difficulty breathing/is choking 

• is unconscious 

• is bleeding heavily 

• is in severe abdominal pain 

• bleeding from the vagina and 
could be pregnant 

• is in the final stages of labour 

• may have had a stroke, fit or 
convulsion 

• may have taken an overdose 

• has severe burns 

• has suspected head or spinal 
injuries 

• has had a severe allergic 
reaction 

Further instructions will be given 
over the phone by a specially 
trained call taker and, if 
appropriate, an ambulance 
will be sent. 
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CLUB NEWS 


sioisfir? Cheque handed out 

fine voice to Promise Dreams 

at service 


WEST 
MIDLANDS 
FEDERATION OF 
TOWNSWOMEN 


THE West Midlands Fed¬ 
eration of 

Townswomen’s Guilds 
held its annual carol 
service on December 8 at 
St Thomas’s Church 
Stourbridge. 

The service was well 
attended and enjoyed by the 
congregation. 

Chairman Margaret 

Brookes welcomed invited 
guests the Lady Mayoress of 
Dudley, Michelle Mottram 
and the Federation Presi¬ 
dent Jan Wynn. 

Lay minister Hilary 
Savage led the service and 
the organist was John 
Payne. 

Soloist 

Wollaston Guild choir and 
their soloist Ann Tomlinson 
sang a selection of seasonal 
hymns and carols. 

Also ‘Les Oiseaux’ a local 
choir from Brierley Hill sang 
their selection of carols. 

The Federation chairman 
Margaret Brookes thanked 
everyone for attending and 
invited them to the Church 
Hall for tea and mince pies 
following the service. 

We hope everyone had a 
very Merry Christmas. We 
would also like to take the 
opportunity to wish every¬ 
one a Happy and healthy 
New Year from everyone 
within the West Midlands 
Federation along with our 
good wishes for 2013. 



Previous chairman Isabel Mason with Amy Johnson, from Promise Dreams 

THE club held its Christmas meeting on 
December 10. Entertainment was provided 
by club members Sylvia Aston and Isabel 
Mason who are both trained singers and sang 
Christmas carols and songs from the shows. 

The members were invited to join in and 
did so with gusto. Another club member Jean 
Davies gave a humorous Christmas reading. 

During the meeting a cheque for £100 was 


HIGHGATE LADIES 
PROBUS CLUB 


presented to Amy Johnson a representa¬ 
tive from Promise Dreams, the chosen 
charity of last year’s chairman Isabel 
Mason, and which supports sick children. 


Drama group entertains 


CHAIRMAN Brenda White 
opened the December 
meeting, welcoming 

members and visitors from 
Mellish Townswomen’s 
Guild. 

As it was the Christmas 
party, there was a short 
break to enjoy the tea and 
mince pies once the business 
had been completed. 


WALSALL 
CENTRAL EAST 
TOWNSWOMEN 


Members were then enter¬ 
tained by the guild’s own 
choir and drama groups, 
joining in community carols. 

The choir also entertained 


the Comrades Club at 
Central Hall Methodist 
Church and later on at the 
Gorway Ladies Probus Club. 

The next meeting will be 
held at Walsall Central Hall 
Methodist Church in the 
Mellish Room on Tuesday 
January 8 at 7pm. 

This will be a members’ 
evening. 
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I Installation service available 

Potters Lane, Wednesbury, WS10 7LH 

0121 505 1132 

Monday-Friday 9am-6pm, Saturday 9am-5pm, Sun 10am-4pm 



^N^iSaleSo&i^ 


Divan Beds 
Complete 
Strom wlQSl 


Unit 6 John Street, Willenhall, WV13 1PW 

Tel: 01902 633253 
Mobile: 07706431789 

Email: jlbfurnishings@hotmail.co.uk 




i ^ t » CZM*U] 




Cupboard 
Was £159 




m 

% 




10% off 


Was £699 

Now 

£499 


Opening Times: Mon-Sat 9.00am-5.30pm * Late night Thursday 9.00am-6.30pm * Sunday 10.00am-4.00pm 
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■■choose 
■ R Amove 



whg has properties available for rent in most 
areas and each week we have new properties 
to let. The rents are affordable so why not have 
a look at the properties available this week by 
visiting our web site or by calling into one of our 
offices (see contact details below). 

If you are registered with us and you meet the 
letting criteria you can express an interest by 
bidding on-line, or by phone or by calling into 
one of our housing offices before the closing 
date that is given on the web site or on the 
advert. 

Choose - Let us know which properties you are 
interested in by making a bid before the closing 
date given on the web site. 

Move - If you are successful we will arrange for 
you to view the property and sign the tenancy 
agreement. 


visit our web site at: www.cbooseandmove.co.uk 
or phone us on 0300 555 6066 for more information 


tlWwrCMrt 
HI0 Street 
Brovolllltf 

wsiau 


Stomal 

Vitage Ce«trr 
Ttaain ItaR 
Btomsfl 
VK3112 


100 Hatherton 
Street 
Walsall 
WS1 1AB 


45 King Street 

WS10 80* 


22 New Road 
Willenhall 
WV13 2BG 



FULL FITTING, 
DELIVERY SERVICE 
AND FREE HOME 
SURVEY AVAILABLE 
See instore for 


special offers 


Straight 


Unit 6, Arrow Industrial Estate, Straight Road 
Short Heath. Willenhall WV12 5RA 


HETAS 


Bian 01922 475222 

www.firesfireplaceswillenhall.co.uk 


safe 


LETTERS 


Obey the rules of the road for safter motoring 


EVER since cars were invented some restrictions but we have in the last two ignore traffic lights or are simply igno- 
130 years ago, many great minds have years seen the total of road deaths rant of the rules. Then there are those 
strived to ensure that people can get reduce to below 2,000, their lowest who ignore everyone else on the road 
from A to B as quickly and safely as pos- number since records were first col- and will seek to blame other drivers if 
sible. lected in 1926 when there were only 1.7 involved in any incident. 

To this end cars have been given million cars as compared to 32m today. Perhaps the most galling thing is 
many safety features and they require I am increasingly concerned by a when these drivers end up injuring or 
an MOT. Drivers are required to have a seemingly growing minority of drivers killing others, they feel that by saying 
licence, car insurance, they are not who do not abide by these rules. These sorry after the event it makes every- 
allowed to use phone or text whilst are not simply boy racers, they include thing okay and they should be let off 
driving nor to be under the influence of people of every age, sex and race. and allowed back on the roads, 

drink or drugs. There are speed limits, I find it staggering how many drivers ROY SHEWARD 

traffic lights, improved road surfaces, do not understand the importance of Redhouse lane 

Some argue there are too many lights so others can see them, choose to Aldridge 


Thousands, 
or millions 
and billions 

DURING the 1940s and 
1950s, large amounts of 
money involving business 
empires or government 
departments were usually 
reported upon by the British 
media in terms of hundreds 
of thousands. As the decades 
passed, thousands became 
millions until today when 
huge sums of money are 
increasingly referred to as 
billions. 

A short while ago I 
realised that British and 
European commentators, as 
well as politicians, were 
using the American inter¬ 
pretation of a billion as 
being equivalent to one 
thousand million. 

When I was at school we 
were always taught that a 
British and European one 
billion equals one million 
million. 

Does anyone know when 
we adopted the American 
definition of one billion as I 
feel much better now, 
knowing that our country is 
not in as much debt as I at 
first thought. 

TERRY PRICE 
Lilac Avenue 
Walsall 


LETTERS to the Editor 


POST 

Walsall Chronicle, Chronicle 
Editorial, 51-53 Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton 
WV11ES 


E-MAIL 

walsallchronicle@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number of the writer. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Wrong priority for spending 
onroad safety in Caldmore 

AFTER reading the articles in the Walsall Chronicle ‘Cross¬ 
ing will detect people’ (October 25) and ‘Hi-tech plan for 
cutting traffic jams at junctions’ (December 13) I shared 
these articles with many residents and some business 
owners. 

The feedback from residents and many business owners 
in Caldmore was just anger about these new traffic lights 
and over £500,000 being spent on them. They asked why the 
council had not consulted them about this. 

They would have rejected this and asked for the money to 
be spent on Caldmore Road and West Bromwich Street. 

I spoke to two council staff who were looking at the traffic 
lights in Caldmore Green. 1 asked ‘Are you doing improve¬ 
ments in the area ?’, they said yes only to the traffic lights. 
I stated 1 was chairperson of the Caldmore Residents & 
Neighbourood Watch group in Caldmore and these traffic 
lights don’t need changing or improving as they worked OK 
and did not cause a problem. I said the money should be 
spent resolving the 20 vehicle accidents we have had and 
vehicles driving on pavements inches close to pedestrians, 
vehicles speeding and driving in the wrong lanes, all on 
Caldmore Road and West Bromwich Street. 

ARJUN CHAND 
Alumwell Road 
Walsall 


What is 
going on 
with the 
311 bus? 

HAS anyone else noticed a 
marked deterioration 
recently with the 311 bus 
service (Dudley - Walsall)? 

What should be a 20 
minute service has turned 
into an hourly service with 
two buses arriving together. 

These two buses then 
follow each other for the 
remainder of the day on that 
route. 

Fine 

Would it not make more 
sense that the second bus is 
turned around in the oppo¬ 
site direction at Wednes- 
bury, therefore returning 
some normality to the 
timetable for the remainder 
of the day. 

I think that there should 
be a fine system for late 
arrival/cancelled buses, 
similar to the refund system 
operated by London Midland 
Trains. 

BRIAN CALLOW 
Upper Church Lane 
Tipton 


Worcester % Vallierf ^jj^erolli • Glow Worm • Baxi Main • Idea 


www.plumbingpoint.co.uk 


plum BBy oint 

DARLASTON 


Unit E, Alma Estate, Stafford Road, 
Darlaston, WS10 8SX t: 0121568 8268 


Compare our Prices with your local stores 

We will not be beaten!! 





1200 slider 
8 m Glassl Km 
1200x800 Tray | l 

£300 

Complete 


1 800 Quad inc. Tray 
Curved glass 6mm 
toughened glass - 
Lifetime guarantee 

£240 

All come with a polished chrome finish 
6mm safety glass, chrome capped 
double runner wheels top and bottom, 
quick release doors, magnetic door 
seals and fixing are conceded 


Bathroom Fitting 
Service NOW AVAILABLE 


1 LUXURY 
BATH PACK 
Including: 
Cosmopolitan 
4 Piece 1 Tap 
Hole Set with 
Soft Close 

Seat, Cosmos 1700x700mm Heavy 
Duty Bath, Cosmos Luxury Front 
Bath Panel, Regal Monobloc with 
Pop Up Waste, Regal Bath/Shower 
Mixer, Bath Combination Waste & 
Chrome Plated Plug 


£240 
L Shaped Bath 

with Panel inc. wooden panel, 
screen and bath 

PRICE CAN’T 
BE BEATEN 
£385 


Bathroom Suites 
from £170 


Amazing Offer 

Yubo 1000 
Vanity Unit inc 
BTW Unit & 
Basin, Tap, 
Cistern and Pan 
£200 

SHOWROOM NOW OPEN 


BOILERS 

Complete central heating system 
supplied and fitted from £1900 
Worcester 28 Junior I including 

flue and clock £920 

Ferroli 31 HE Plus Optimax, 

5 years parts and labour..£620 
Sime 25 HE Grade A Boiler, 

. Econ Port Plus. £499 


4 mtr Gutter.... 
Gutter Bracket. 

Soffit. 

5.5 Downpipe . 


£6.50 

£0.50 

...£5.50 

£ 8.00 


Sq or round, black, white or brown 

MOST ITEMS IN STOCK 


Choice of Colours 
£8 per length 

dm ■ n 

From £65 

Lifetime Guarantee 

bUl nhUUM 

uAbmtib 

Wide Choice available, 
start from £65 
up to £180 

T^IEL. urns I 

Good selection on show, F 
comprehensive prices startA 
from £65 Jm 


Worcester • Vallient • Verolli • Glow Worm • Baxi Main • Ideal 



Laminate - Hardwood - Flooring Specialists 


NhwYeap 


instore for delailSi 


.aminate 

Flooring 


fror 


£ 3 . 9 ! 


Solid Oak KdTn 
: looring fc 19. 


NEWISTORE 

N0W10REN! 


(Old E.L.S. Building) Loxdale Street, 
Bilston, WV14 OPR 

Upper High Street, WednesburyWSIO 7HQ 
(Next to Gemini Carpets) 

01902 495559 or 0121 505 4888 
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www.brianjamesfurnishings.co.uk 


Lazboy Georgia 

As seen on TV In stock 

3 Seater electric recliner 


Lazboy Georgia 

As seen on TV In stock! 

2 Seater electric recliner 


Lazboy Georgia 

As seen only In stock! 

Chair electric recliner 



Walsall Road, Cannock, WSI I OJJ | Telephone: 01543 570 759 

A New Beds & Bedroom Furniture Department | A New Dining Room Department 
A New Extensive Sofa Department | Brand New Carpets & Flooring Department 


DEVINE COLLECTION 
DEXTER 

Attractive in looks and comfortable to srt on. 
The deep, sumptuous arm pads offer extra 
support for elbows and lower arms. Get it in 
time for Christmas wrth immediate delivery! 




r w? 

' BRIANJAMES 

FURNISHINGS 
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Carpets 
Direct 2U 

1 Anchor Road, 
Aldridge 
01922 456457 

29 High Street, Pelsall 
01922 691555 


r Rugs 
Direct 2U 

01922 691555 

www.rugsdirect2u.co.uk 

info@rugsdirect2u.co.uk 


' Denture 1 
Problems 

Dental Technician 
New Dentures Made In 
One Week 

, Tel: 01827 68795/ j 
\ 07866 408961 A 


AS Windows 
Walsall Ltd 

17 Vicarage Place, 
Walsall WS1 3NA 

Tel: 01922 638600 or 
. 07973113530 


Walsall 
Golf Club 

Broadway, Walsall 
WS1 3HQ 

01922 613512 


Indigo 

Products Ltd 

Brickyard Road, 
Aldridge, 
Walsall WS9 8SR 

Tel: 01922 743202 
Fax: 01922 743277 


w Dream 
Doors 1 

The UK’s Premium ' 
Kitchen Facelift Company 1 

01922 455568 i 
14 Leighswood Road, A 
Aldridge WS9 8AA A 


The Longhorn 

Sutton Road, 
Walsall 
WS53AR 

Tel: 01922 625065 


W Specsavers ^ 
Brownhills 

We would like to wish 
all of our customers a 
very Happy New Year! 
M We welcome new patients i 

L Tel: 01543 363790 A 


Richard Hillman 
Veterinary Centre 

58 Lichfield Street, 
Walsall WS4 2BX 

Tel: 01922 622280 


Park Hall 
Plumbing 

4 Richard Place, 
Walsall WS5 3QP 
M: 07595 637050 
Tel/Fax: 01922 625015 


f Grinham 
Brothers 
Manufacturing 

Unit 4 Portland Street, 
Walsall WS2 8BE 

. Tel: 01922 641377 


Aldridge 

Fireplaces 

51A Anchor Road, 
Aldridge WS9 8PT 

Tel: 01922 458017 


Plumbing F 
Darlaston Ltd 

Unit E Alma Ind Est., 
Stafford Road, 
jWednesbury WS10 8SXi 

k Tel: 0121 568 8268 i 


Walsall 
Council 
Street Pride 

01922 650000 


Sterlings 

Jewellers 

1 The Arcade, Walsall 
WS1 IRE 

Tel: 01922 623905 


r Camberley > 

Curtains & Blinds 

All your needs under one roof 
Carpets, Blinds, Curtains 
i 8A Stringes Lane, Willenhall , 
\ WV131LB j 

Tel: 01902 609800 J 


WS Furniture 
Warehouse 

Unit 1 Green Lane, 
Walsall WS2 8LE 

Tel: 01922 721572 
Freephone: 
0800 197 5419 


Furnishings 

Unit 5 John Street, 
Willenhall WV13 1PW 

Tel: 01902 633253 
M: 07706 431789 


r Arry’s ™ 
Ground 
Force 

All your garden and 
building needs 
www.arrysgroundforce.co.uk 

Tel: 01922 405760 / 

. 07720 348338 . 


Alan 

Warwick 

Butchers 


Walsall 

Carpets 

Unit 9 Green Lane, 
Walsall WS2 8LE 

Tel: 01922 634555 


Multiprint 

1 Townend Street, 
Walsall WS2 8LP 

Tel: 01922 625651 


Wish All customers a 
Happy New Year! 


^ Stan ^ 
Reynolds 
Garage Ltd 

Would like to wish our 
customers a 
Happy New Year! 

Mill Street, Walsall 
A WS2 8AN A 
01922 623545 A 


Travelstar 

European 

Ltd 

Would like to wish 
all customers a 
Happy New Year 

Marlow Street 
Walsall WS2 8AQ 
k 01922 649100 A 


Select 

Windows 

Walsall Road 
Walsall Wood 
Walsall WS9 9AH 
0800 328 3384 


Premier 1 
Dental Care 

3 Bloxwich Lane, 
Bloxwich, Walsall 
WS2 7JS 

k 01922 477400 A 


Staffordshire 
Sheds and 
Fencing 

Bostons Ind Estate, 
20A Power Station 
Road, Rugeley 
WS15 2HS 
01889 578299 A 


Bridal 

Boutique 

Happy New Year 
to all our customers 
old and new! 

6 George Street 
Walsall WS1 IRS 
. 01922 637711 


Glaze 

Rite 

PVCU 

Would like to wish 
all their customers a 
Happy New Year 

. 01922 601495 i 


f Black ^ 
Country ' 
Windows 

Would like to wish all 
justomers old and new 
a Happy New Year 

182 Pleck Road, k 
. Walsall A 
\ 01922 611096 M 


Windsor 

Bullion 

Would like to wish 
all customers old 
and new a very 
Happy New Year 

findsorbullion.co.ul 
07913 735494 , 


/ Castle^ 
Windows 
Midlands Ltd 

Would like to wish all 
customers a 
Happy New Year 

Unit 20, Manor Ind 
Estate, Pleck Road 
, Walsall WS2 9XX . 
01922 623444 A 


The Why Nof\ 
Have a drink 
on us! 

Bring this greeting in j 
to claim your free drink 

Broad Lane, 

, Essington , 
WV112RH J 
01922 491666 M 


Bounce Hair 
and Beauty 

Welcome back to our 
stylist Lynne 
Call now to book an 
appointment 

63 Coltham Road, 
Willenhall WV12 5QF 
L 01922 492085 A 


' Steve T 
Edwards 
Hairdressing 

48a High Street, 
Pelsall WS3 4LT 
01922 691845 i 


Buddies ' 
Hair Design 

Would like to wish 
all customers a very 
Happy New Year! 

16 The Victorian 
Arcade, Walsall 
WS1 IRE 
01922 620086 m 


Midlands Y 
Heat Source’ 
Ltd 

Unit 3, Ashmore Lake 
Way, Willenhall 
WV12 4LF J 
01902 608050 A 


Arboretum 

Nursing 

Home 

Forest Lane 
Walsall WS2 7AF 
01922 725276 


Care and > 
Mobility 

10 Woodlands Centre, 
Wood Lane 
Willenhall, Walsall 
WV12 5ND 
. 01922 400344 

Lwww.careandmobility.co.uki 


MA 

mmm 


~ Chase 
Bedrooms & 
Kitchens 

Unit 1, Tollpoint, 
Chase Road 
Brownhills 
WS8 6JZ 
01543 379666 


' Sophias 1 
Italian 

Restaurant & 
Pizzeria 

Guildhall, High Street, 
Walsall WS1 1QW 
L 01922 632223 A 


Tisha’s 
Hair and 
Beauty 
Supplies 

5 High Green Court, 
Newhall Street, 
iannock WS11 IGRi 
.07791 293677 ^ 


W Jigsaw 
Contracts Ltd 1 

Would like to wish all ’ 
customers old and new 
a very Happy New Year 

Pinfold House j 
135-139a Bloxwich i 
Road, Walsall A 
\ WS2 8BS M 


Escape 
Trilogy Hair 
Studio 

2 Wolverhampton 
Road, Cannock 
01543 505057 
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MARK WEBSTER LINEA 

The Mark Webster Dining Furniture from the 
Kember Range contains stunning collection of 
tables, chairs and furniture. Each piece of 
furniture will look modern in any home. 


www.brianjamesfurnishings.co.uk 


massive 

savings 

at Brian James 

furnishings this new year! 


distinctive style 

and taste... 

only at Brian James furnishings $ 


dining ranges 

available for Immediate 

delivery! 


“AW 




QUADRA SLIDER ROBE 

The Quadra 2 door sliding wandnobe is available in a 
black & white, and will suit that modem bedroom style 



Walsall Road, Cannock, WSI I OJJ | Telephone: 01543 570 759 

A New Beds & Bedroom Furniture Department | A New Dining Room Department 
A New Extensive Sofa Department | Brand New Carpets & Flooring Department 




BRIANJAMES 

FURNISHINGS 
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What’s On! Walsall 


Take That star 
rules the Civic 

Gary Barlow, 

Wolverhampton Civic Hall 

THE man behind million¬ 
selling love songs and the 
success of Take That in two 
centuries had a triumphant 
sell-out concert in Wolver¬ 
hampton on Sunday night. 

The majority female audi¬ 
ence were left more than 
satisfied as Gary Barlow 
and his band belted out the 
hits for two hours. Barlow 
last played the venue 21 
years ago when Take That 
were on their way to the top. 
He promised he would not 
leave it that long for his next 
Wolverhampton gig, 

appearing touched by the 
reaction of an audience he 
described as “awesome”. 

Opening with Greatest 
Day set the bar high but 
genial Barlow, clad in black 
suit and tie, surpassed it 
with ease, stirring the mem¬ 
ories of middle aged former 
teenyboppers with A 
Million Love Songs and 
busting Take That dance 
moves during Pray. “I still 
got it,” he gasped. 

A selection of covers 
included his version of 
Forever Autumn and a 
festive Fairytale Of New 
York with NYC singer and 
support act Nell Bryden. 

The concert hit the 
heights after an interval 
with the big Take That hits. 
The other four were not 
missed much, even that 
Robbie fellow. The gig 
reached a crescendo with 
The Flood, Patience, Back 
For Good, Candy, Shine and 
Rule The World. Gary 
returned in a spangled 
jacket for Never Forget. The 
fans will never forget this 


The west End coming to 
west Midlands theatres 


THIS is the year that the West End comes to 
the West Midlands with several of the most 
popular stage shows of recent decades 
coming to theatres in the region during 2013. 


Birmingham Hippodrome 
leads the way with a trio of 
blockbusters for the spring, 
summer and autumn - 
Andrew Lloyd Webber’s The 
Phantom of the Opera, 
Disney’s The Lion King and 
the National Theatre’s 
acclaimed production of War 
Horse. 

Hippodrome chief execu¬ 
tive Stuart Griffiths said: 
“Following a huge pro¬ 
gramme of refurbishment 
and the complete replace¬ 
ment of our stage, we now 
look forward to what prom¬ 
ises to be the busiest year in 
our history with three of the 
biggest theatrical successes 
of recent times.” 

Simba 

Impresario Cameron 
Mackintosh’s new touring 
production of The Phantom 
of the Opera, with Earl Car¬ 
penter as the romantic 
masked anti-hero, is at the 
theatre from March 13 to 
May 14. 

Musical blockbuster, The 
Lion King, brings its cast of 
more than 50 performers 
from more than 17 countries 


M by Leon Burakowski 

when the story of Simba is 
staged from June 29 to Sep¬ 
tember 28. 

Hugely popular play War 
Horse, based on Michael 
Morpurgo’s First World 
War-set novel, comes com¬ 
plete with its amazing life- 
sized puppet horses to the 
Hurst Street venue from 
October 17 to November 9. 

Wolverhampton Grand 
Theatre also has an impres¬ 
sive line-up for the new year. 
Highlights include a revival 
of Lloyd Webber’s spectacu¬ 
lar feline musical Cats, 
including the classic song 
Memory, from March 19 to 
30, and Ghost The Musical 
from June 3 to 15. 

One of the biggest and 
brashest shows of the year at 
the New Alexandra Theatre 
in Birmingham will be 
Aussie drag musical 
Priscilla Queen of the 
Desert, with Jason Donovan 
getting back into his high 
heels to revisit his West End 
starring role from March 18 
to 30. 



Andile Gumbi as Simba in the London version of Disney’s 
The Liong King, the show with music by Elton John is 
coming to Birmingham Photo by Johan Persson 


Earl Carpenter as The Phantom and Katie Hall as Chris¬ 
tine in The Phantom of the Opera UK Tour, coming to 
Birmingham this spring Photo by Alistair Muir 


Brian is king 
of panto land 

Robinson Crusoe 
& the Caribbean Pirates, 
Birmingham Hippodrome 

BRIAN Conley’s early exit 
from I’m A Celebrity 
meant he couldn’t become 
King of the Jungle, but he’s 
become King of Panto in 
Birmingham instead. 

Singer, hoofer and come¬ 
dian Conley brings enor¬ 
mous energy to a 
swashbuckling pantomime 
that, with a car flying over 
the audience and a roaring 
sea monster, must be one of 
the most spectacular in the 
UK. 

Even suffering a cold, 
Conley lit up the theatre 
with his manic mirth and 
unpredictable antics. After 
a video prologue set in 
Brum, Conley started the 
show with a sight gag that 
had the audience howling 
with laughter. He 
remained in top gear 
throughout director 
Michael Harrison’s laugh- 
a-minute production. 

There was lots of slap¬ 
stick. Perky Kathryn 
Rooney, as pretty Polly, 
went beyond the call of 
panto duty when Conley’s 
singing whilst munching 
an apple saw her pebble- 
dashed in macerated fruit. 

Andrew Ryan was a 
dame to remember in a 
dozen different deranged 
costumes and Lesley 
Joseph had lots of good 
lines as the glamorous 
Enchantress of the Ocean, 
though she talked rather 
than sang her songs. 

Conley’s treasure island 
antics continue until 
January 27. 

LB 



ss than 
kitchen 
easure_ 


laceme 


Transform your tired kitchen in just a few days from start to finish... 

Have you always wanted the kitchen of your dreams, but can't quite justify 
paying the expensive price tag that comes with it? Now you can by just 
swapping the doors and worktops. __ _ - 

Less hassle. Less time. Less cost... CSlI tOQdy TOT 3 

• Senior citizens discount FREE estimate: 

• From doors to complete kitchens 

• Free Estimating and planning 
•Trusted Reputation 


01922 455568 

www.dreamdoors.co.uk 


DREAM DOORS 

NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS 

Visit our showroom: 14 Beacon Buildings 
Leighswood Road, Aldridge,Walsall WS9 8AA 


iif 


QUALITY 
MEAT SALE 

BLACK ANGUS SILVERSIDE £1.99 P/LB 

ANGUS RIB EYE STEAK £3.99 P/LB 

ANGUS SIRLOIN STEAK £3.99 P/LB 

WHOLE LEGS OF LAMB £7.99 EACH 

CHUCK STEAK £1.99 P/LB 

WHOLE LOINS OF BONELESS PORK £1.29 P/LB 
ROLLED BRISKET OF BEEF £1.99 P/LB 

38 HIGH STREET, CLAYHANGER, BROWNHILLS 

Tel: 


FREE Delivery over £100 

f/ffMHH/l High-Class 

J fir Family Butcher 

Ifowale Deep Freeze 

m m Specialist 
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What’s On! 

SATURDAY’S TV 5.01.13 

Listings supplied by Press Association 


CHOICE 



Richard Hammond 

Richard Hammond’s 
Secret Service 
BBC1, 6.30pm 

Wipeout may be no more, 
but clearly the Beeb love 
having Richard Hammond as 
the face of teatime BBC1. So 
this week we welcome the 
Top Gear veteran for a new 
series which exploits the 
Candid Camera format. The 
news about this series broke 
last May, so “Hamster” fans 
have had a long wait to see 
the finished product. It sees 
him being hired by members 
of the public to play pranks 
on their family and friends. A 
team of actors and 
comedians dubbed his 
“secret service” will be on 
hand to ensure those 
hilarious japes have us 
clutching our sides. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday 

Kitchen Live. 11.30 Baking Made 

Easy. (R) 12.00 BBC News; 

Regional News; Weather. 12.15 

Football Focus. 1.00 Live Athletics: 

Great Edinburgh Cross Country. 

2.30 Live Darts: BDO World 

Championships. 4.30 Final Score. 

5.10 BBC News; Regional News; 

Weather. 5.30 Celebrity 

Mastermind. 

6.00 Animal Antics. New series. 
Funny clips from the animal 
kingdom, presented by Tim 
Brooke-Taylor. 

6.30 Richard Hammond’s Secret 
Service. New series. 
Hidden-camera show. 

7.10 Britain’s Brightest. New 

series. Clare Balding hosts 
this search to find Britain’s 
most intelligent individual, in 
which 24 people complete a 
series of challenges before 
one is crowned champion. 

8.25 The National Lottery: In It to 
Win It. New series. Dale 
Winton presents the quiz in 
which five contestants pit 
their wits to scoop a big cash 
prize. Includes the National 
Lottery draws with Scott 
Mills. 

9.15 Casualty. Four student 

nurses are thrown in at the 
deep end on their opening 
day working in the ED when 
they are called upon to treat 
casualties who have been 
injured in a coach crash. 

10.05 Mrs Brown’s Boys. Agnes 
falls under a hypnotist’s 
spell. (R) 

10.35 BBC News; Weather; 

National Lottery Update. 

10.55 Film: Pirates of the 

Caribbean: At World’s End. 

(2007) Fantasy adventure 
sequel, with Johnny Depp. 

1.30 Weatherview. 1.35 BBC News. 


BBC2 


8.15 Film: The Little Minister. 
(1934) 10.00 A History of Britain 
by Simon Schama. (R) 11.00 Meet 
the Ancestors. (R) 11.30 Map Man. 
(R) 12.00 Indian Food Made Easy. 
(R) 12.30 Talking Pictures. 1.15 
Film: Of Human Bondage. (1934) 
2.35 EastEnders. (R) 4.00 Great 
British Food Revival. 4.30 Live 
Darts: BDO World Championships. 

5.30 The Choir: A Year with the 
Military Wives. (R) 

6.30 Flog It! Mark Stacey and 
Kate Bliss examine 
collectibles in St Albans, 
Hertfordshire, and presenter 
Paul Martin discovers the 
origin of the city’s name 
during a visit to the 
cathedral. (R) 

7.30 Dad’s Army. Mainwaring 
guards some PoWs. (R) 

8.00 Stanley Baxter: The Many 
Faces Of. A profile of the 
Glaswegian entertainer, 
whose TV shows drew huge 
audiences in the 1970s and 
80s. With contributions from 
Michael Grade, Barry Cryer, 
Bill Oddie and Gregor Fisher. 
9.00 Ql XL. Stephen Fry is joined 
by comedians Phill Jupitus, 
Rich Hall and Jimmy Carr, 
along with regular panellist 
Alan Davies on an extended 
version of the quiz with a 
difference. (R) 

9.45 Film: Cemetery Junction. 

(2010) Premiere. A young 
man in 1970s Reading 
questions what he wants as 
he starts a new job and is 
reunited with an old 
girlfriend. Comedy drama, 
with Christian Cooke. 

11.15 Darts: BDO World 
Championships. Action 
from the opening day at the 
Lakeside Country Club. 

12.05 Darts Extra. 2.05 Close. 


scs sofa & carpet 

DOUBLE _ j 

DISCOUNT ■ 


ITV1 

6.00 CITV: Handy Manny. 6.25 The 
Hive. (R) 6.35 The Hive. (R) 6.40 
Dino Dan. (R) 6.55 Dino Dan. (R) 
7.05 Fleabag Monkeyface. (R) 7.15 
Fleabag Monkeyface. (R) 7.30 
Fleabag Monkeyface. (R) 7.40 Matt 
Hatter Chronicles. (R) 8.05 
Ultimate Spider-Man. 8.30 
Victorious. (R) 9.00 Jessie. 9.25 
I TV News. 9.30 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. 10.25 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. 11.20 River Monsters. 
(R) 11.50 I TV News; Weather. 
12.00 Live FA Cup Football. 3.00 
Dancing on Ice Live Tour 2012. (R) 
4.00 Regional Programme ; 
Weather.4.15 ITV News; Weather. 

4.30 Live FA Cup Football. 

7.15 Splash! New series. 

Celebrity contest, in which 
five stars perform a dive in 
an Olympic-sized pool under 
the tuition of London 2012 
medallist Tom Daley. Vernon 
Kay and Gabby Logan present. 

8.45 Take Me Out. New series. 

A pilot from Ayrshire, a 
Liverpool abseiler, a London 
entrepreneur and a surfer 
from Bournemouth try to 
impress 30 single women. 
Paddy McGuinness presents. 

9.45 The Jonathan Ross Show. 
New series. Jeremy Piven 
talks about his new drama 
Mr Selfridge, David Tennant 
discusses his role in Spies of 
Warsaw, and comedienne 
Sarah Millican is also in the 
studio. 

10.45 ITV News; Weather. 

11.00 FA Cup Football Highlights. 

Matt Smith presents action 
from the third-round 
matches, which included 
Barrow or Macclesfield Town 
v Cardiff City, Southampton v 
Chelsea and Peterborough 
United v Norwich City. 

12.30 The Store. 2.30 Pushing 
Daisies. (R) 3.15 ITV Nightscreen. 




CHANNEL 4 

6.00 The Treacle People. (R) 6.10 
The Hoobs. (R) 6.35 The Hoobs. 

(R) 7.00 International Volleyball. 
8.00 The Morning Line. 9.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

9.30 Everybody Loves Raymond. 
(R) 10.00 Frasier. (R) 10.30 
Frasier. (R) 11.00 Undercover Boss 
USA. (R) 12.00 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 12.30 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 12.55 The Simpsons. 
(R) 1.30 Channel 4 Racing. 4.00 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 4.35 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 5.05 Come Dine 
with Me. (R) 5.40 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 

6.10 Channel 4 News. 

6.40 4thought.tv. Members of the 
public who have made New 
Year’s resolutions and stuck 
to them talk about their 
commitment to changing 
their lives. 

6.45 Is Our Weather Getting 
Worse? Investigating the 
UK’s most severe weather 
events of the past decade, 
with the use of archive 
footage, expert insight and 
computer graphics. (R) 

7.40 Film: The Day After 
Tomorrow. (2004) A 
climatologist races across 
America to rescue his son as 
freak weather conditions 
cause devastation around the 
world. Disaster thriller, 
starring Jake Gyllenhaal and 
Dennis Quaid. 

10.00 Film: Inglourious Basterds. 

(2009) Jewish-American 
soldiers on a Nazi-killing 
spree in occupied France aid 
a resistance plot to 
assassinate Hitler. 

Tarantino’s wartime 
adventure, with Brad Pitt and 
Christoph Waltz. 

1.00 Film: Hard Eight. (1996) 2.40 
Hollyoaks. 4.45 Smallville. (R) 5.25 
Deal or No Deal. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Power 
Rangers: Super Samurai. 10.35 
Batman: The Brave and the Bold. 
11.10 Inside Hollywood. 11.15 
Celebrity Big Brother. (R) 12.15 
The Gadget Show. (R) 1.15 Film: 
Shattered Silence. (2012) 3.00 
Film: The Dam Busters. (1954) 

5.30 Film: Random Hearts. (1999) 
Drama, with Harrison Ford. 

7.50 5 News Weekend. 

7.55 NCIS. Gibbs discovers a link 
between the murder of a 
petty officer and the break-up 
of his team, leading him and 
new director Leon Vance to 
unravel the mystery. (R) 

8.50 NCIS. A lieutenant 
apparently commits suicide 
by jumping from an aircraft 
carrier and Ziva and McGee 
are dispatched to inform 
the widow - but arrive to 
find that she has been 
murdered. (R) 

9.45 Celebrity Big Brother. 

Highlights of the famous 
housemates’ past 24 hours 
under the all-seeing eye of 
Big Brother, as they try to get 
used to living alongside one 
another. 

10.45 50 Shocking Facts About 
Diet and Exercise. 

Countdown of weight-loss 
methods, with scientists, 
industry experts and 
exponents explaining the 
pros and cons of fad diets, 
“healthy” foods and extreme 
exercise regimens. 

11.45Forensic Files. Afemale 

killer leaves police few clues 
to work with. (R) 

12.15 SuperCasino. 4.00 
Michaela’s Wild Challenge. (R) 4.25 
Great Artists. (R) 4.50 Rough 
Guide To. (R) 5.05 Hana’s Helpline. 
(R) 5.15 The Milkshake! Show. (R) 
5.40 Thomas & Friends. (R) 5.50 
Roary the Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Three 

7.00 Merlin 7.45 Doctor Who 8.35 
Top Gear 9.30 Russell Howard’s 
Good News 10.05 Film: The 
Prestige (2006) 

BBC Four 

7.00 Lost Land of the Tiger 8.00 A 
History of Art in Three Colours 9.00 
Borgen 11.00 The Richest Songs in 
the World 

ITV2 

3.35 Film: The Mighty Ducks 
(1992) 5.40 Film: Peter Pan (2003) 
7.50 Film: Evan Almighty (2007) 

9.45 Take Me Out - The Gossip 

10.35 Fake Reaction 11.20 Film: 
Couples Retreat (2009) 

ITV3 

3.00 Agatha Christie’s Marple 5.00 
Lewis 7.00 Doc Martin 9.00 
Midsomer Murders 11.05 Film: 
Elizabeth: The Golden Age (2007) 

ITV4 

3.15 Film: The Way West (1967) 

5.45 Film: The Big Country (1958) 
9.00 Film: Hard Target (1993) 
Action thriller, starring Jean-Claude 
Van Damme. 11.00 Film: 
GoodFellas (1990) 

E4 

2.30 Film: Charlotte’s Web (2006) 

4.30 How I Met Your Mother 5.30 
The Big Bang Theory 7.30 How I 
Met Your Mother 8.00 Rules of 
Engagement 9.00 Film: Role 
Models (2008) 11.00 The 50 
Funniest Moments of 2012 
Film4 

3.10 Fantastic Mr Fox (2009) 

4.55 Hairspray (2007)7.15 
Zoolander (2001) 9.00 Knowing 
(2009) An astrophysicist decodes a 
page of numbers revealing the 
dates of a series of disasters and 
tries to prevent them happening. 
Mystery thriller, starring Nicolas 
Cage and Rose Byrne. 11.20 The 
Texas Chainsaw Massacre: The 
Beginning (2006) 





4 YEARS FREE CREDIT 0% 


THE CARLTON 3 seater leather/Leather match sofa. 
Was J £109G'Sale.£79er 



U JV |_E 

PRICE NOW ONLY 

®l£5“ 


Sofa • Carpet • Specialist 


www.scs.co.uk 




The care you deserve at a 
price you can afford 


Harden Hall Care Home in Walsall is a residential and 
dementia care home which provides the highest quality of 
care at a price that is affordable for all. 

The home offers: 

• Residential and Dementia Care 

• Highly trained carers 

• Superb home environment 

• Low private fees 

• No third-party top-ups for Local Authority funded residents 


e: customer.services@idealcarehomes.co.uk If you would like further information on Harden Hall please do 

a: Harden Hall, 235 Coalpool Lane, Walsall, WS3 1RF not hesitate to contact us on: 


idealcarehomes.co.uk 


01922 620 
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What’s On! 


|SUNDAY’S TV 6 . 01.13 

Listings supplied by Press Association 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV1 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 




Jeremy Piven 

Mr Self ridge 
ITV1, 9pm 

Created by multi-award- 
winning writer Andrew 
Davies (he penned famous 
adaptations of Pride and 
Prejudice, Bleak House and 
Little Dorrit) and set in 
1909, this new, fact-based 
drama stars Jeremy Piven as 
Harry Selfridge, a visionary 
American entrepreneur who, 
during a trip to London, 
decided that the British 
shopping experience 
needed sprucing up. So he 
invested £400,000 (a 
whopping amount of cash 
back then) in creatingthe 
Oxford Street department 
store that now carries his 
name. But, as we see here, 
getting his vision off the 
ground wasn’t always easy. 


6.00 Breakfast. 9.00 The Andrew 
Marr Show. 10.00 The Big 
Questions. 11.00 Helicopter 
Heroes. (R) 11.30 Bargain Hunt. 

(R) 12.30 BBC News; Weather. 
12.40 Countryfile. (R) 1.35 Escape 
to the Country. (R) 2.35 Film: Old 
Dogs. (2009) 4.00 Britain’s 
Favourite Supermarket Foods. (R) 
5.00 Songs of Praise. 5.35 Africa. 
6.35 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

7.00 Countryfile. Adam Henson 
presents a selection of past 
stories featuring horses and 
dogs, animals that are 
integral to rural life, and 
invites some of the most 
charming breeds on to his 
farm. Including Weather for 
the Week Ahead. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. 

Fiona Bruce and the team 
travel to Stowe House in 
Buckinghamshire, where 
items include a 16th-century 
print and evidence of one of 
the earliest Beatles concerts. 
Red button viewers can play 
along by guessing the 
valuations. 

9.00 Ripper Street. A teenage 
orphan is suspected of 
beating a toy-maker to death, 
bringing Reid and Drake face 
to face with a child gang and 
its brutal master. Joseph 
Gilgun (Misfits) guest stars. 
10.00 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

10.25 Film: Bruce Almighty. 

(2003) Comedy, starring Jim 
Carrey and Morgan Freeman. 
12.00 The Sky at Night. 12.20 The 
Celebrity Apprentice USA. 1.40 
Weatherview. 1.45 Sign Zone: 
Miniature Britain. (R) 2.45 Holby 
City. (R) 3.45 MasterChef: The 
Professionals. (R) 4.15 You’ve 
Been Scammed. (R) 4.45 BBC 
News. 


6.00 Film: They Flew Alone. (1942) 
7.40 Film: Yellow Canary. (1943) 
9.15 Ato Z of TV Gardening. 10.00 
Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 11.30 
EastEnders. (R) 12.55 Live Darts: 
BD0 World Championships. 4.45 
Coast. (R) 5.30 Flog It! The team 
visits Darlington, Co Durham. (R) 

6.30 Blackpool: Big Night Out. 
Documentary looking at the 
Lancashire seaside resort 
through the eyes of acts who 
have performed there, and 
recalling its heyday as a town 
at the heart of British 
entertainment. (R) 

7.30 Fawlty Towers. Manuel’s pet 
rat escapes just as a health 
inspector is about to visit, 
sending Basil on a mad dash 
to find it before disaster 
ensues. Last in the series. 

(R) 

8.00 Neil Armstrong - First Man 
on the Moon. Close family 
and friends tell the story of 
the commander of the 
historic Apollo 11 lunar 
mission in July 1969 and 
reveal how he coped with the 
subsequent fame. (R) 

9.00 Tankies: Tank Heroes of 
WWII. 

10.00 Speed Dreams: The Fastest 
Place on Earth. 

11.00 Darts: BD0 World 

Championships. Colin 
Murray presents action from 
the second day at the 
Lakeside Country Club in 
Frimley Green, featuring 
first-round matches. 

11.50 Darts Extra. The BDO World 
Championships. Extended 
highlights of the first-round 
matches on the second day 
at the Lakeside Country Club 
in Frimley Green, played over 
the best of five sets. 

1.50 BBC News. 


6.00 CITV: Handy Manny. 6.25 The 
Hive. (R) 6.35 The Hive. (R) 6.40 
Dino Dan. (R) 6.55 Dino Dan. (R) 
7.05 Fleabag Monkeyface. (R) 7.15 
Fleabag Monkeyface. (R) 7.30 
Fleabag Monkeyface. (R) 7.40 Matt 
Hatter Chronicles. (R) 8.05 Rated A 
for Awesome. 8.15 Rated A for 
Awesome. 8.30 Big Time Rush. 
9.00 The Aquabats Super Show. 

9.25 FA Cup Football Highlights. 

(R) 10.40 Dinner Date. (R) 11.45 
May the Best House Win. (R) 12.45 
Rosemary & Thyme. (R) 1.45 ITV 
News; Weather. 1.55 Film: 
Columbo: Short Fuse. (1972) 3.30 
The FA Cup Draw. 3.45 Midsomer 
Murders. (R) 5.45 Regional 
Programme ; Weather. 

6.00 ITV News; Weather. 

6.15 Dancing on Ice. New series. 
Jason Gardiner returns on a 
new-look judging panel as 
the first group of skaters 
battles to stay in the 
competition. Phillip Schofield 
and Christine Bleakley 
present. The results are at 
8.30pm. 

7.45 All Star Family Fortunes. 

New series. Soap stars Mikey 
North and Matthew 
Wolfenden take part. 

8.30 Dancing on Ice: The Skate 
Off. New series. The two 
least popular celebrities have 
to skate again. 

9.00 Mr Selfridge. New series. 

US retail magnate Harry 
Gordon Selfridge arrives in 
London in 1908 planning to 
open the world’s finest 
department store. 

10.30 ITV News; Weather. 

10.45 FA Cup Football Highlights. 
Swansea City v Arsenal and 
Mansfield Town v Liverpool. 

11.45 Royal Babies. (R) 

12.40 The Store. 2.40 Pushing 
Daisies. (R) 3.25 ITV Nightscreen. 


6.20 The Treacle People. (R) 6.30 
Film: Arctic Tale. (2007) 7.55 Will 
& Grace. (R) 8.25 Frasier. (R) 8.55 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 
12.00 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 

12.30 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 

I. 00 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 1.30 
The Simpsons. (R) 2.00 The 
Simpsons. (R) 2.30 Film: Clueless. 
(1995) 4.25 Deal or No Deal. 5.25 
Time Team. 

6.25 Channel 4 News. 

6.55 4thought.tv. Members of the 
public who have made New 
Year’s resolutions and stuck 
to them talk about their 
commitment to changing 
their lives. 

7.00 Come Dine with Me. Dinner 
party challenge from 
Wrexham. Taking part are 
financial adviser Joey Perez, 
keep-fit enthusiast Jacki De 
Sanders, sci-fi fan Tom 
Evans and hotel inspector 
Lisa Groom. 

8.00 The Hotel. Manager Mark 
tries to appeal to upmarket 
guests and seeks the help of 
a former AA chief hotel 
inspector-who books in 
undercover and is 
unimpressed by what he 
finds. 

9.00 Film: The Iron Lady. (2011) 
Premiere. The elderly 
Margaret Thatcher looks 
back on her controversial 
political career as she faces 
up to the death of her 
husband. Biopic, with Meryl 
Streep and Jim Broadbent. 

II. 05 Film: The Wedding Date. 

(2005) Romantic comedy, 
with Debra Messing and Jack 
Davenport. 

12.40 Film: Venus. (2006) 2.15 
Jennifer Saunders: Laughing at the 
90s. (R) 4.05 Smallville. (R) 4.45 
Deal or No Deal. (R) 5.40 Baking 
Mad with Eric Laniard. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Roary the Racing Car. (R) 6.15 Fifi 
and the Flowertots. (R) 6.25 Bert 
and Ernie’s Great Adventures. (R) 

6.30 The Mr Men Show. (R) 6.40 
Olive the Ostrich. (R) 6.50 Abby’s 
Flying Fairy School. (R) 7.00 
Roobarb and Custard Too. (R) 7.10 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 7.25 
Animal Antics. (R) 7.35 Make Way 
for Noddy. (R) 7.45 City of Friends. 
(R) 8.00 Little Princess. (R) 8.05 
The Adventures of Bottle Top Bill 
and His Best Friend Corky. (R) 8.20 
Mio Mao. (R) 8.25 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 8.45 Rupert Bear. (R) 
9.00 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom. (R) 9.15 Toby’s 
Travelling Circus. (R) 9.30 Roary 
the Racing Car. (R) 9.45 Jelly 
Jamm. 10.00 Power Rangers: 
Super Samurai. 10.35 Batman: The 
Brave and the Bold. 11.00 Inside 
Hollywood. (R) 11.05 Celebrity Big 
Brother. (R) 12.05 Once Upon a 
Time. (R) 1.00 Film: Are We There 
Yet? (2005) 2.50 Film: White Fang. 
(1991) 4.50 Film: Stand By Me. 
(1986) 

6.20 5 News Weekend. 

6.25 Film: X2. (2003) Superhero 
adventure sequel, starring 
Hugh Jackman, Patrick 
Stewart, Ian McKellen, Alan 
Cumming and Halle Berry. 
9.00 Celebrity Big Brother. The 
ups and downs of life in the 
BB house as friendships and 
alliances are made, battle 
lines are drawn and 
arguments erupt. 

10.00 Most Shocking Celebrity 
Moments 2012. Countdown 
of the year’s biggest showbiz 
stories. (R) 

12.50 SuperCasino. 4.00 House 
Doctor. (R) 4.50 Rough Guide To. 
(R) 5.00 Hana’s Helpline. (R) 5.15 
The Milkshake! Show. (R) 5.35 
Thomas & Friends. (R) 5.50 Roary 
the Racing Car. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 Great Movie Mistakes IV 9.00 
Film: Alice in Wonderland (2010) 
10.40 Family Guy 

BBC Four 

7.00 Britain on Film: A Woman’s 
Place 7.30 Britain on Film: Brits at 
Play 8.00 Timeshift: How to Write a 
Mills & Boon 9.00 Doris Day: Virgin 
Territory 10.00 Film: I Am Love 
(2009) 11.55 Top of the Pops: The 
Story of 1978 
ITV2 

3.35 Take Me Out - The Gossip 
4.20 Film: King Kong (2005) 8.00 
You’ve Been Framed! 9.00 The 
Magaluf Weekender 10.00 Film: I 
Now Pronounce You Chuck & Larry 
(2007) 

ITV3 

3.55 Film: Watership Down (1978) 

5.50 Murder, She Wrote 6.50 
Agatha Christie’s Poirot 9.00 Film: 
Rain Man (1988) Drama, starring 
Dustin Hoffman and Tom Cruise. 

11.45 Cracker 
ITV4 

3.45 Film: The Sea Shall Not Have 
Them (1955) 5.45 Film: The Last 
Sunset (1961) 8.00 Premiership 
Rugby Union 9.00 Film: The 
Gauntlet (1977) 11.15 Film: Village 
of the Damned (1995) 

E4 

3.10 Made in Chelsea End of 
Season Party 4.15 Film: Alvin and 
the Chipmunks: The Squeakquel 
(2009) 6.00 Rules of Engagement 
7.00 The Big Bang Theory 8.00 
Film: Cheaper By the Dozen 2 
(2005) 10.00 The 50 Funniest 
Moments of 2012 
Film4 

2.50 The Golden Child (1986) 4.45 
The Golden Compass (2007) 6.55 
Brewster’s Millions (1985) 9.00 
Predators (2010) Sci-fi thriller 
sequel, with Adrien Brody. 11.10 
Thank You for Smoking (2005) 



scs sofa & carpet 

DOUBLE 


WADE 


Sofa • Carpet • Specialist 


4 YEARS FREE CREDIT 0% 


DIO 


__99 

THE CARLTON 3 seater leather/leather match sofa. 
Was _£109CT Sale £79er 


UAL E 

PRICE NOW ONLY 


www.scs.co.uk 


THE WORLD'S BEST SELLING RECLINER 


ATTENTION 
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It 


THE ENERGY COMPENSATION BUREAU can help. 
Tel: 01785 211221 

EMAIL: admin@energycompensation.co.uk 


GREAT VALUE MOT'S 


Class 4 MOT 


(cars) 


£24.99 


we also offer 

Class 5 (minbuses) £39.99 
Class 7 (vans) £29.99 




FREE re-test * 


THE U ^ MOTORHOUSE 


* If taken within 10 days of the original test 


The UK’s Original Car Supermarket 


Call us on 01543 592060 


Motorhouse Automotive Services. Wolverhampton Road, Cannock. WS11 1SN 
Mon-Fri: 8am-5pm & Sat: 8am-1 pm 
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What’s On! 


Film Choices 


MONDAY 

The Perfect Teacher, Channel 5, 3.10pm 

A spoiled, selfish teenager becomes infatuated with her 
teacher. She befriends his daughter as a way of 
worming her way into the family and sets about 
manipulating every aspect of his life, including driving 
away his girlfriend. As her mind games continue, her 
obsession leads her to murder. Thriller, starring Megan 
Park and David Charvet. (2010) 

TUESDAY 

Mickey Blue Eyes, ITV1,10.35pm 

A strait-laced Englishman falls for a New York mobster’s 
daughter, who wants to escape her family’s criminal 
connections. However, try as he may, he realises there 
is virtually no way to avoid being drawn into the family’s 
illegal shenanigans. Romantic comedy, starring Hugh 
Grant, Jeanne Tripplehorn, James Caan and Burt 
Young. (1999) 

The Rebound, BBC1,11.25pm 

A New York mother starts a new life in suburbia after 
leaving her unfaithful husband. She befriends a younger 
man who is still getting over being abandoned by his 
wife. Romance soon blossoms, but neither is sure if 
they are just trying to recover from their recent failed 
relationships. Romantic comedy, with Catherine Zeta- 
Jones and Justin Bartha. (2009) 


Pick of the Week 




The Village, Friday, BBC1,11.25pm 


WEDNESDAY 

When a Stranger Calls, Channel 5,11.30pm 

A teenager babysitting for a family living in a remote 
lakeside house is terrorised by mysterious threatening 
phone calls. She soon discovers the caller is ringing 
from inside the house and realises her and the 
children’s lives are in danger. Horror, with Camilla Belle, 
Katie Cassidy and Tessa Thompson. (2006) 

THURSDAY 

Vivacious Lady, BBC2, 8.50am 

A professor falls in love with a brash nightclub singer 
while on a trip to New York, and impulsively marries her. 
However, he is afraid his conservative family will not 
approve of his new wife, so tries to keep the relationship 
a secret from them. Romantic comedy, with Ginger 
Rogers and James Stewart. (1938) 

FRIDAY 

The Village, BBC1,11.25pm 

The peaceful rustic existence of villagers living a 
seemingly idyllic life in a remote 19th-century settlement 
comes under threat when an age-old truce with the 
creatures of the forest is broken by a headstrong young 
man. M Night Shyamalan’s horror thriller, starring 
Joaquin Phoenix and Bryce Dallas Howard. (2004) 


Dynamic duo's series 
is out of this world 


I f you’ve ever wondered how the 
galaxy began, then allow us to 
enlighten you. 

Our whole universe was in a hot 
dense state, then nearly 14 billion 
years ago expansion started. Wait... 

Okay, we admit it. Those are the 
lyrics to The Big Bang Theory, but if 
you want to know more about life, the 
universe and everything, then Dara O 
Briain and Brian Cox have just the 
show for you. 

Since 2011, their week-long strand 
Stargazing Live has become an 
annual fixture in January, a time when 
the other terrestrial channels seem 
obsessed with shows about diets and 
alleged celebrities co-habiting in a 
camera-strewn pre-fab. 

They kick things off their exploration 
of the night skies with the search for 
evidence of life on Mars, and ask 
viewers for help to explore an 
uncharted area of the red planet’s 
surface. 

Plus, Liz Bonnin reports live from 
NASA mission control to find out the 
latest findings of the Curiosity Rover, 
and Mark Thompson offers tips on 
how to observe the moons of Jupiter. 


The Mock the Week veteran and the 
much imitated professor might be an 
unlikely double act, but their mix of 
jargon and banter has proved to be a 
great way to enjoy a week of 
programming. 

For decades of course The Sky At 
Night was the daddy of all astronomy 
shows, a BBC1 staple which was 
usually screened when most of us 
were tucked up in bed. 

Hosted by the much-missed Patrick 
Moore, TSAN made history as the 
longest-running TV show hosted by 
the same presenter. 

From 1957 the acclaimed Knight 
inspired millions, including Queen 
guitarist Brian May, and Messrs O 
Briain and Cox. 

Alas, astronomy series on other 
channels is rarely even an issue these 
days. 

Those with a long memory may 
recall Heavens Above, a short-lived 
kids’ ITV show from the 1980s in 
which Dr Heather Couper proved that 
reaching for the stars (while most of 
us were in the gutter) was just as 
much fun as playing asteroids on their 
Atari game system. 


After the plug was pulled on that 
show, commercial TV bosses backed 
away from the genre about as fast as 
Felix Baumgartner’s sub-space freefall 
last year. 

So thank heavens Brian made the 
universe sexy again with his assorted 
BBC shows, Wonders of the Universe 
and Wonders of the Solar System. 

We have no idea what his pending 
series Wonders of Life will be like, but 
we imagine his take on natural history 
could give genre legend David 
Attenborough a run for his money. 

Brian’s star, if you’ll excuse the pun, 
has been on the rise for years now, 
and it helps that he’s such a good all 
rounder, whether fronting impressive 
strands such as this, or Radio 4’s 
Infinite Monkey Cage, with Robin Ince. 

It’s little wonder Danny Boyle chose 
him as technical adviser for his sci-fi 
epic Sunshine a few years ago. 

Coming back to Earth with a bump, 
here Brian and Dara shed more light 
on the universe, and if that’s not 
enough astronomical entertainment 
for you, stay tuned for spin-off show 
Back to Earth, which is broadcast 
immediately afterwards. 



Brian Cox and Dara O Briain host Stargazing Live, Tuesday, BBC2, 8pm 


Best of the Rest 


MONDAY 
Miranda 
BBC1, 9pm 

The image Miranda projects is that of an 
overgrown child - but the latest episode sees her 
trying to prove she can behave as an adult. It’s a 
task that is easier said than done... Miranda 
thinks that everyone will be convinced of her new, 
grown-up approach to life if she can successfully 
take care of a toddler and host a dinner party for 
eight people. Unfortunately, the youngster inside 
her can’t resist a soft play area, so instead of 
encouraging the toddler to climb on the obstacles, 
she ends up stuck inside a kids’ tunnel. And as for 
the dinner party... well, you can probably imagine 
the chaos that ensues there... 

TUESDAY 
The Undateables 
Channel 4, 9pm 

Being a small fish in the huge pool that is the 
dating game can be stressful enough at the 
best of times (men are from Mars and all that), 
but the individuals featured in this series have to 
contend with extra pressures - they’re disabled. 
When the show first aired last year, many of us 
dared only look through squinted eyes at a 
programme that sounded as though it would 
poke fun at those less fortunate. What we were 
faced with, though, was a heartwarming series 
that highlighted that, everybody has the right to 
love and be loved. In this instalment, we meet 
26-year-old Michael, whose autism means he 
struggles to hold down a conversation, let alone 


a date. 

Death in Paradise 
BBC1, 9pm 

We’re rather pleased to see this crime drama is 
back for a new run - not least because its 
depictions of hot weather should warm up our 
wintery nights. Ben Miller returns as policeman 
Richard Poole who, along with his team, must 
discover who has lethally wedged a machete into 
the back of former sugar plantation owner Roger 
Seymour. There is no shortage in suspects - 
Seymour doesn’t seem to have been that popular 
a guy - but picking the right one proves almost 
impossible, especially when the island’s festival 
of love begins to distract Richard... Sara 
Martins also stars, alongside guests James 
Cosmo, Tom Ward and Stephanie Beacham. 

WEDNESDAY 
Africa 
BBC1, 9pm 

You’ve got to hand it to the BBC - their natur< 
history unit is absolutely second to none. 

That’s thanks largely to David 
Attenborough’s influence, both as 
presenter and former director of 
programmes. Now, even at the age 
of 86, he’s still the best in his field, 
and he proves it with this magnificent 
series. In this second episode, he 
and the rest of the Africa team 
visit the rocky outcrops of the 
Serengeti, in Tanzania, to bring us 
some remarkable and striking 


images. They include a daring lizard risking its life 
to eat the flies from a lion’s face, and footage of 
one of the most unusual birds extant - the four- 
foot-tall shoebill - demonstrating its nesting 
habits. 

THURSDAY 
Silent Witness 
BBC1, 9pm 

Another year, another series of Silent Witness. 
Stepping into Tom Ward’s shoes is David Caves 
as Jack Hodgson, one of the youngest people in 
the UK in his field. He faces a baptism of 
^fire in his first case alongside Nikki and 
k Leo which involves the death of 
1 wealthy, ageing confectionary 
W 0 company owner John Briggs. Dl Gold 
J thinks he died of natural causes, but 
/ Nikki and Jack aren’t so sure. 

I In-fighting among Briggs’ family, staff 
^and potential business investors 

makes finding out whodunit all the 
^ more difficult - until the 
i appearance of a new 
\ corpse helps to shed 
1 some light on the murky 
\ matter. Series regulars 

I Emilia Fox and 
William Gaminara 
also star, alongside 
"k guests Sharon 
J Small, Tim Pigott- 
P Smith and Louis 
■ Emerick. 




he Undateables, Tuesday, Channel 4, 9pm 


FRIDAY 

16 Kids and Counting 
Channel 4, 9pm 

Sue Radford is the matriarch of Britain’s biggest 
family living under one roof, and having 15 of 
them already, she is now awaiting number 16. 
Eldest daughter Sophie, 18, could help out, 
but her first baby is due a month earlier. Given 
their ever-increasing numbers, a road trip to 
France could be seen as less of a family outing 
and more of an invasion, but that’s on the cards 
as Sophie and boyfriend Joe come to terms with 
becoming first-time parents, while Sue and Noel 
get used to the idea of their new status as 
grandparents. Here cameras offer us a glimpse of 
the laughter, tears and general chaos at the 
Radfords! 

The Graham Norton Show 
BBC1,10.35pm 

Graham Norton is like a pair of old slippers. That’s 
not to say he’s got a faint whiff of something 
rather unpleasant and is well-worn; more that he’s 
a comfortable fit and you just wouldn’t be without 
him. Graham’s audience knows exactly what it’s 
going to get with him - clean, excitable fun that 
won’t have telly bosses falling over themselves to 
reach for the ‘censor’ button. The fella simply has 
it. Whatever ‘it’ may be, there aren’t many talk- 
show hosts like him. The man’s got the gift of the 
gab, we’ll give him that. And tonight, he’s rubbing 
shoulders with the big guns, inviting only the 
coolest director in the world, Quentin Tarantino, 
on the show for a chinwag. 


BETTA BUILDINGS 

(Next to Staples) 


CONCRETE GARAGES • SINGLE/DOUBLE / HIGH RANGE / OLD BUILDINGS REMOVED / BASES LAID • FREE QUOTES 



£2058 Sale Price £1338 mam 6m 


1 16ft 3inx 16ft 6in £3303' tale Price £2147 16ft Sin x 8ft 6in 


Also Asbestos Removers 

Licensed by the Environment Agency 


Wide Range of 
Summer Houses 
from 


-7*V 


Delivered, erected, 
treated and VAT all 
included in price 


Huge Range 
Of Quality 
WOODEN SHEDS 

Prices from 
6x4 £1 95 
7x5 £220 
8x6 £270 
1 0x8 £430 
Delivered, erected, 
treated and VAT 
all included in price 


Tildasley Street, West Bromwich B70 9SJ www.bettabuildings.co.uk 

TEL: 0121 553 4682 
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What’s On! 


Brain Gym 


No.201 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 


LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


J 

2 

K 

3 

F 

Q 

5 

N 

6 

B 

X 

8 

V 

9 t 

10 

O 

G 

12 

13 

M 

14 

W 

15 

P 

16 

E 

17 

c 

18 

D 

19 

R 

20 

H 

21 

L 

22 

A 

23 

Y 

24 

s 

25 

u 

26 

z 


ALL YOUR PUZZLE NEEDS IN ONE HANDY APP! 

Seven great games in one! 
CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS 
O' QUICK CROSSWORDS 
CODEWORD SUDOKU 
WORD PUZZLER 
WORD SEARCH 
NUMBER CRUNCH 
SEARCH: DAILY EXPRESS PUZZLES On the iPhone, iPod Touch & iPad 



SEVEN GREAT GAMES IN ONE! 



I SEARCH: DAILY EXPRESS PUZZLES 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1 . What the unpopular 
candidate will do? 
(5,2,4) 

9. She features in 
all the Australian 
newspapers (3) 

10. Share out a pint 

- poor arrangement! 

(9) 

11. Decoys break the 
rules (5) 

13. Everybody in the 
demonstration is 
superficial (7) 

14. It’s possibly nice to 
see (6) 

16. A prop on the 
beach (6) 

18. Guard gives a 
warning (4-3) 

19. Total way to review 
the evidence (3,2) 

20. It keeps stocking up 

(9) 

21. Make mistakes out 
of terror (3) 

22. Their skills are 
sinister (4-7) 

Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Face (11) 

9. Away (3) 

10. Height (9) 

11. Spiteful (5) 

13. Steady worker (7) 

14. Harvester (6) 

16. In arrears (6) 

18. Sterilised (7) 

19. Charm (5) 

20. Reckon (9) 

21. Behind (3) 

22. Frangibility (11) 


Down 

2. Catch a number up 
(3) 

3. Comes closer in 
linear sketches (5) 

4. Key member of the 
staff (6) 

5. They’re thrown from 
horses in rodeos (7) 

6. Some space re¬ 
maining for a liquor 
store (5,4) 

7. Those put on it may 
expect firm offers in 
writing (7,4) 

8. A world opens out 
for this Central 
Asian animal (4-7) 

12. Turned up in France 
(9) 

15. Nearest point in a 
cupboard (7) 

17. Good grounds for 
holding sports (6) 

19. There’s a scrap 
when a communist 
is told to be quiet (5) 
21 . Are made a feature 
of (3) 


Down 

2. Dolt (3) 

3. Very poor (5) 

4. Not liable (6) 

5. In fashion (1,2,4) 

6. Innocent (9) 

7. Agreement (11) 

8. Disbelief (11) 

12. Wayfarer (9) 

15. Confide (7) 

17. Bad writing (6) 
19. Lustre (5) 

21. Idiot (3) 


ALL YOUR PUZZLE NEEDS 
IN ONE HANDY APP! 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTIONS: 

CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Orbs; 3 Smuggler; 9 Eagerly; 10 Forge; 11 Com¬ 
pare notes; 13 Slight; 15 Stay up; 17 Pull together; 20 Hails; 21 Clapper; 
22 Cheering; 23 Tomb. Down: 1 Overcast; 2 Begum; 4 Mayhem; 5 Gift 
of the gab; 6 Larceny; 7 Roes; 8 Breathalyser; 12 Spare rib; 14 Inutile; 

16 Toucan; 18 Hippo; 19 Chic. QUICK - Across: 1 Sell; 3 Maturity; 9 
Affront; 10 Fatal; 11 Disapproving; 13 Recent; 15 Sudden; 17 Cream- 
cracker; 20 Ennui; 21 Aileron; 22 Intended; 23 Once. Down: 1 Slanders; 
2 Lifts; 4 Attire; 5 Unfavourable; 6 Intoned; 7 Yell; 8 Compensation; 12 
Entrance; 14 Coronet; 16 Scrape; 18 Koran; 19 Yeti. 


Sudoku 


Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 

LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 
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Circlegram 


Replace the question mark with a letter 
so that the letters within each circle 
can be arranged to form words on a 
common theme. What are the three 
words, and the letter represented by 
the question 
mark? 

LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTION: 

The letter 
represented by 
the question 
mark is L. Ladybird 
Greenfly, Silkworm, 
all insects. 


ALL YOUR PUZZLE 
NEEDS IN ONE 
HANDY APP! 
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Seven great games in one! 
CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS 
QUICK CROSSWORDS 
CODEWORD SUDOKU 
WORD PUZZLER 
WORD SEARCH 
NUMBER CRUNCH 

SEARCH: DAILY EXPRESS PUZZLES 
On the iPhone, iPod Touch & iPad 


Hungry For 
More 

Customers?/ 

Use 
Your 
Noodle. 



To advertise every Friday 
call one of our helpful advisors on 

01902 319898 



Highland Hotel 


Fort William 

STB *** 


r l 

An early season five day coach break 
offering exceptional value for money 
staying at our Highland Hotel. There will be 
an excursion everyday including entrance 
to Ben Nevis Distillery, Caledonian Canal, 

Loch Ness, Inverness, Oban, Glencoe, 
Rannoch Moor & Fort William. 

All for just 


£158 

per person 


Tour includes: 

4 Nights Half Board 
Nightly Entertainment 
All Excursions 
Pickup from Birmingham, 
Smethwick, West 
Bromwich, Dudley, 
Wolverhampton, Walsall 


Your special 
coach departs 
Sunday 10th 
February 


01389 713713 www.lochs.com 

Holidays are fully bonded. 

School Road, Gartocharn, G83 8RW 



1 London Theatre Breaks 


Vf (HOCUS 
•V s UK 




Choose your show, price band* and how you want to travel 


Coach inclusive breaks 


Selected weekend departures 

FROM £129.95 (Saturday Night) 
FROM £139.95 (Dine and Dance) 


Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London for shopping and sightseeing. For the Dine and Dance option see the matinee 
performance before heading back to the hotel for dinner and disco (conditions apply). For the Saturday Night option you will see the evening 
performance. For both breaks the price includes a theatre ticket, overnight stay in a four-star outer London hotel, with full English breakfast (plus 
dinner for Dine and Dance options). Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 


Rail inclusive breaks 


Departures most weekends 

FROM £139.95 


Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend break in the capital. There’s a choice of London hotels and your ticket is for a 
Saturday evening performance. Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. Depart Saturday morning/early afternoon from Birmingham 
New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and 
sightseeing. Stay the Friday evening too for an additional cost. 


Self-drive breaks 


Departures most weekends 

FROM £99.95 (Friday Night) 

FROM £109.95 (Saturday Night) 


The self-drive break is for one evening staying either on the Friday night or Saturday night in a three or four-star hotel. You will see the evening 
performance: for Friday night you will have a top price ticket and for Saturday evening there is a choice of price bands. Stay extra nights for a 
reasonable supplement (subject to availability). 


* The “from” price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. Single room supplements apply. 


Arranged by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


For a theatre brochure please call (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
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COMMERCIAL FEATURE 


Improve your chances 
of getting the right job 



IT’S a New Year but could it be a 
New You? 

Here at Walsall Adult & Community College, 
we have hundreds of courses that you can get 
your teeth into to improve your chances of 
gaining work and upskill. 

Every year we help 8,000 adult learners who study 
with us in a wide a range of subjects. 

Right now, our latest Course Brochure for 2013 is 
available. You can pick up a copy from your local 
library, leisure centre or view it online at 
www.wacc.ac.uk. 

And this month, we’re offering discounts on many 
of our courses, proving there’s never a better time to 
get back into learning. 

We have courses that help you improve your GCSE 
grades in Maths and English and apprenticeships and 
academies to kickstart new and exciting careers in 


A wide range of skills can be learned at the college centres 


You can expect to learn new skills and 
achieve qualifications that will help you 

Business Administration, Construction, Health & For many of our learners, we often provide their 
Social Care and Sport. very first experience of success in achieving qualifica- 

And because we work with some of the top busi- tions. 
nesses in the area, we can provide a great range of 0ur two main centres, at Hawbush in Leamore and 
placements to help you in your learning experience. our Whitehall Centre in Caldmore, are just a five 
When you are at college with us you can expect to min “‘ e Hls , ; lde 1 f ™T Walaa " Tow 1 c ™ tre - We al f° 
learn new skills and achieve qualifications that will P rovlde 1 ?, undreds of learning opportunities across 40 
, n , , t H , t .,, , , community venues m the borough, so your learning is 

help you to progress to employment, help with start- easil wlth J in Aching distance of us. 
mg your own business, supported employment, volun- . 

teering, teaching, higher level courses with us or AOVISGTS 

further and higher education courses at another Deciding to take up a new course of study can be 
college or university. daunting but we’re here to give you all the informa¬ 

tion, advice and guidance to 
help you make the right deci¬ 
sion. 

You can speak to one of our 
advisers at our WACC Shack 
store in the Saddlers Shopping 
Centre in Walsall Town Centre. 

There really isn’t a better 
adult learning provider out 
there. Last year 97 per cent of 
our learners rated the quality of 
our teaching as either ‘good’ or 
‘outstanding’ and 99 per cent 
said they were ‘satisfied’ or 
‘extremely satisfied’ with their 
learning experience with us. 

Call us on 01922 663000 to 
receive a copy of our new Course 
Brochure in the post. Enrol¬ 
ment is easy and shouldn’t take 
too long. Please remember to 
bring your ID and any evidence 
of claiming benefits when you 
enrol. 

So prepare to change your life 

Walsall Adult & Community College students ready to learn f or the better with us! 



The building industry is just one of the sectors college students could 
find work in after learning new skills at one of the Walsall centres 



YOU 

DESERVE 


new 


beginni 


Come on down to the 1st Birthday of the 


The Saddler Centre, Kiosk 2, 35 Park Mall 

(Opposite Carphone Warehouse on the entry to the Saddlers Centre) 

or call in at our main Hawbush site. Beeches Road, Leamore 


Our town centre shop to help you... 

• Decide on what to learn • Find out where to learn 

• Take part in tasters sessions • Receive advice & guidance 


with Walsall Adult & Community 
College and our partners 


FREE 


Courses 
at WACC 


Gain real job-ready skills - 

from Apprenticeships to GCSEs, 
to Introduction to HE to community learning, 
we have the right course for you 

Call our Learner Gateway on 01922 663000 

We can consider your enrolment at any time 

* subject to eligibility 



info@wacc.ac.uk www.wacc.ac.uk 


WACC's new 2013 Course 
Catalogue is available now 
call for your copy today 



View our website now by 
using your mobile QR reader 


Find us on 

Facebook 


0 

WACC • 

Walsall ^ 

Adult and j 

Community M " 

College 0 
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www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


AUTOSALES 

THE UK'S LONGEST ESTABLISHED SKODA DEALER 


SKODA 


EXCLUSIVE 

AUTOSALES 

OFFERS 


Autosales exclusive offers 
on new SKODA Citigo, 
SKODA Octaviaand SKODA 
Fabia SE models. 


We pay your 
deposit on a new 

skoda Citigo* 

ONLY I 

£119 IPS 

PER MONTH 



autosalesgroup. co. uk 

Autosales 


Available with 
NO DEPOSIT and 
with up to 3 years' 
free servicing" f 

7.9% APR 


-pprpc,p n tative 


NEW 

SKODA 



Solutions representative finance example 

Citigo 3dr S 1.0 60PS 5spd Manual: 

based on 3.5 years, 6,000 miles per annum # 


On the road retail cash price 

£7,500.00 

Autosales deposit contribution 

£119.00 

40 monthly payments of 

£119.02 

Acceptance fee 

£125.00" 

Option to purchase fee 

£60,00"" 

Optional final payment 

£3,870.00 

Amount of credit 

£7,381.00 

Total amount payable 

£8,934.80 

Representative APR 

7,4% APR 

Rate of interest 6.41% fixed 


£20 f^n LOWEST f7 EURO 
ROAD. TE I INSURANCE X 
TAX I J GROUP I J 5 STARS 


We pay £1,250 I Available with 
deposit contribution £1 '250 deposit 
and there's no VAT* “ n * ribu * io " and , 

with up to 3 years 
free servicing 


Solutions representative finance example 

Octavia 1.6 TDI CR SE 5dr: 

based on 3.5 years, 6,000 miles per annum* 


Octavia 1.6 SE 
TDi CR 



79% APR 

representative 


,pr r 


On the road retail cash price 

£14,695.00 

Autosales deposit contribution 

£1,250.00 

Additional deposit or part/ex 

£1,750.00 

41 monthly payments of 

£198.89 

Acceptance fee 

£125.00" 

Option to purchase fee 

£60.00"" 

Optional final payment 

£5,715.00 

Amount of credit 

£11,695.00 

Total amount payable 

£16,929.49 

Representative APR 

7.5% APR 

Rate of interest 

6.81% fixed 


Buy with SKODA 
Finance and get 
up to 3 years' free 
servicing** f 

7.9% APR MS 

Representative 


The SKODA Fabia Hatch SE is jam packed with spec including 
metallic paint, alloy wheels, air conditioning and tinted glass 
to name but a few - and with 25% off for a limited period the 


25% 

OFF 

SKODA Fabia 
SE 1.2 5 Door 



BRAND 

NEW 

INCLUDES 

METALLIC 

PAINT 

CHOICE 

OF 

COLOURS 

3 YEAR 
ROADSIDE 
ASSISTANCE 

UNLIMITED MILEAGE 
l EUROPEAN-WIDE j 

3 YEAR 
SKODA 

WARRANTY 

r LIMITED NUMBERS AVAILABLE " 

ORDER NOW FOR 
2013 DELIVERY 

SAVING ALMOST 

£3000 


□ Autosales Ltd 

Attwood Road, Burntwood Business Park, 
Burntwood WS7 3GJ 

08433160483 

www.autosalesgroup.co.uk 


□ Autosales Ltd 

Vulcan Road, Bilston, 
Wolverhampton WV14 7JW 

08433160512 

www.autosalesgroup.co.uk 


*0ffer available on Citigo 3dr S10 60P5 5spd Manual when purchased through SKODA Solutions. tOctavla 16 TDI CR SE 5dr when purchased through SKODA Solutions. Offers 
available on SKODA retail orders subject to availability before 31st December 2012. ''Payable with first payment. '"'Payable with optional final payment, #4.4p per mile excess 
charges apply, Further charges may be payable if the vehicle is returned, **Up to 3 years' or 30,000 miles free servicing (whichever comes first) available on selected models when 
purchased with Solutions or hire purchase, Indemnities may be required. Subject to status, Available for over 18s in the UK from participating retailers. Excludes the Channel 
Islands, SKODA Finance. 

Freepost SKODA Finance, Offer may be varied or withdrawn at anytime and cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer, 

** SKODA Fabia Hatch SE 1212V 69PS in Brilliant Silver Metallic, Steel Grey and Denim Blue Metallic with spare wheel. Prices and specifications are accurate at time of print. m 
Discount only applies to OTR price of vehicle including metallic paint and spare wheel. Optional specification cannot be added on this offer. **3 years or 30,000 miles free 
servicing (whichever comes sooner). Terms and Conditions apply. Available when purchased with Solutions. 7.9% APR Representative. Available on new retail orders subject to 
availability before the 31st March 2013. Indemnities may be required. Subject to status. Available for over 18s. Excludes the Channel Islands. SKODA Finance. Freepost §K0DA 
Finance. Offer may be varied or withdrawn at any time and cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer, 

Official fuel consumption in mpg (litres/lOOkm) for the SKODA range: Urban 19.2 (14.7) - 68.9 (4.1), Extra Urban 
36.2 (7.8) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined 27.7 (10.2) - 83.1 (3.4). COz emissions for the SKODA range 237 - 89g/km. 



( follow us on 

buuikker 

@autosalesgroup 

I find us on 

facebook 

7.9% 

APR 

Representative 


B Sfwkl 

Clearout 


Big Savina sonthese 
maiid man y more liket 
them, too manvto list 


£126951 £16995 


61 REG 



Octavia 176'Elegance CRD Octavia'ZTCTvRS CRD 

Diesel COST NEW: £18,995 Diesel COST NEW: £ 21,660 

From only 4,000 miles, Choice of colours 


From only 6,000 miles, Choice of colours 


SAVE £6500 SAVE £6665 


£12995 £16995 



Octavia 16 CRD Estate S SupertTHatch 140 SE 

Diesel COST NEW: £ 18,000 Diesel COST NEW: £21,410 

From only 6,000 miles, Choice of colours 


From only 6,000 miles, Choice of colours 


SAVE £5005 SAVE £4400 


£18695 £14995 



DjSe| b o™^°o SE Yeti2.0-TDin0PSS 

From only 6,000 miles, Choice of colours LJI CjC I 

SAVE £4175 ONE ONLY 



£9495 


Citigo SE 5 door 


COST NEW: £9200 

From only 3,000 miles, Choice of colours 



Fabia Monte'Carlo 

12 5 door COST NEW: £13,560 

From only 6,000 miles, Choice of colours 


SAVE £800 SAVE £4065 
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classified 


There's nothing like it for buying and selling 

01902 317878 

www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 


onlin eXfree adverts) 


IT'S FREE, IT'S 

For items up to £250 

Tv^www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 

* Simply press the free ad icon 

Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. Private advertisers only. 


By telephone, post 
or in person at your 
local branch, u n 

© Q M 

Items up to £250 

£3.00 per entry 

Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 


SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 



(Conditions apply) 


Place your ad 

By phone 01902 317878 
8.30am - 6pm Monday - Friday 
Closed Saturday 

Online 

www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 

In person 

at your local Express & Star Office 
Cancel/amend, call before 4.00pm Monday - 
Friday for the next day's advertisement or also 
before 4pm Friday for Monday's advertisement 



AukImi ir. 

Bloxivich l\Wf Bromwich 

cau 07792 298789 


market 

place 


aerials 



LOST—December 3, Cat, Male 
tabby, neutered, one hind paw 
white,uniform markings. Palfrey 
area, Reward. 01922 611402. 


personal 


Artois 


(Ml I 

mt 

ttimumi- 


CHAMELEONS 

LIKE MINDED ADULTS 
SINGLES AND COUPLES. 

Open 7 days a week. 9am till late. 
Monday Bisexual day. 

Couples ONLY 
after 7.30pm Saturday. 

Two minutes from Junction 9/10 M6. 
Call 0121 5686117 
www.chameleons.ee 


NEW SINGLES VALENTINE 

Dating Events! The Old Stags 
Head, Penn - ages 35-55, Tues, 
Feb 5th. The Crown at Wergs - 
ages 40-55, Weds, Feb 13th 
and ages 30-45, Sun, Feb 
17th. Cocktails on arrival. 
www.whenthemusicstops.com 
PSYCHIC TAROT READINGS 
Live 1 to 1. 0906 757 0900 75p per 
min, calls recorded. Credit/Debit 
card 0141427 7003 (£25 - 30 mins). 


THE GREENHOUSE SPA 

For Gay and Bisexual Men. 

Open seven Days a week. 
Friday night TV’s very welcome. 

Only two minutes off Junction 9 /10 M6. 
Parking Available for 150 cars. 

For more details call: 
0121 568 6126 
visit: www.gay-sauna.com 


kk DIGITAL 
fU* AERIALS 

1 aerial into 2 rooms 

£85 

1 aerial into 4 rooms 

£185 

SAME DAY SERVICE 


01902 858191 
01384 429166 


01543 439095 
01922 716029 
07833 738857 


fTTTTTT 


w. 


bikes 


JACKSON-HATELEYCYCLES 


www.jacksonhateleycycles.co.uk 


SALE! SALE! SALE! 

LAST MINUTE BARGAINS 

Some cycles to clear at cost price. 

All Cycles reduced across the range. 

JANUARY SALE STARTS 
December 28th, 2012. 

We wish all our Customers, old & new, 
a very Happy Christmas & New Year. 

HATELEY’S 

Simply the best 

Ring Dave on 
01902 782344 

458 Stafford Road, Oxley, 
Wolverhampton 


items for sale 


ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc 
doors and windows 01543 453222. 


CANNOCK EXCHANGE 

We buy & sell quality used goods: 

Car audio, Air Rifles, TVs & Laptops, Bikes, 
Gold, Guitars & Amps, Group/Disco Gear 
etc. Try us! No Furniture. 

186 Stafford Rd, Cannock, WS11 4AH 
Open Tues to Sat 10am-6pm 
01543 570990 Closed Sun & Mon 


TRAILER 7ft x 4ft, deep sides, 
spare wheel, good condition. 
£185. 01283 841042/07779 128014. 


items wanted 


ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft • Old coins • Watches 
Jewellery • Old toys • Clocks 
Paintings • All silver items 
Pre ‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 
01922 495066 OR 
07971 783206 


WANTED FOR CASH three piece 
suites, upto £100 paid 
Call 01785 815925 


FOOTBALL PROGRAMMES 

Tickets and other sports 
memorabilia. 

Top prices paid for the right 
item. 

Call Paul 01543 251743. 



-JildilMH 


WALSALL 


FREE QUOTES & OAP DISCOUNTS 
FROM YOUR LOCAL AERIAL MAN 
NEW AERIALS * REPAIRS * TUNING * 
SET UP TV’s * FREE-SAT 

£10 OFF REPAIRS & TUNING 

Aerials from £49 • Fringe from £89 
Complete from £89 • Tuning £30 
Set Up £30 • Repairs from £39 
Bed Point from £49 
Free Quotes • OAP DISCOUNTS 
TV Wall Mounting from £85 


TEL: 01922 900091 


antiques 


ANTIQUES WANTED 

All Furniture, Clocks, China, Medals, 
Coins, Paintings, Gold & Silver Jewellery 
HOUSE CLEARANCE SERVICE 
CHASE ANTIQUES 
(Over 35 years Trading) 

01543 572367 07831 818024 


Fridges / Freezers / Fridge 
Freezers Wanted. 

Working / Faulty. 

Cash Paid. 

Fully Licensed. 

Also wanted electric cookers. 
Call John: 01902 850700. 


y 


health & beauty 



bile, hairdresser 

Over 20 years experience 

Cannock Walsall and 
surrounding Areas 

Cut/Blow Wave from £17.50 
Perms from £29.50 inclusive 
Colours from £25 fully inclusive 
Special Rates for O.A.P. 

Appointments between 
10am and 4pm Monday to Friday 

Sorry no evening appointments 

Call 07968060373 


UISIKI 


Get that golden glow and tone up for Christmas. 
Vertical, lie downs and spray tanning. Free trial 
session on Flabulous machine. 

6 FREE MINUTES FOR FIRST 50 NEW CUSTOMERS 

98 Walsall Street, Wednesbury, WS10 9BY 

□ 1 21 505 2273 

Jg need help with your 
:> computer? 


house clearances 


A ABSOLUTE cash price paid for 
house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Tel: 07852 172641 

A1 HOUSE CLEARANCE 

Full, part & single rubbish 
removed. Call: 01922 492007. 

HARVEY’S HOUSE / SHOP Clear¬ 
ances. Any size. Quick, discreet 
and professional service. Call: 
07939 421862 / 01902 410433. 

VAN SELLIT House Clearances. 
We buy and sell goods. 
FUrniture / Electrical items etc. 
01902 842289 or 07983 704889. 


household 

appliances 


FRIDGE FREEZER in excellent 
condition. £85. 

07786 858357. 


pc's, laptops & 
accessories 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 


A-4 

Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain 
laptops and PCs. In West 
Midlands. Virus removal, 
broken screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops from 
£160 & PCs available. 

0121 556 9481 


to call our NERDS today 

sz no call out charges, 
°“ NO FIX,NO FEE repairs 

§ 800 888 6373 

mobile IT support from 
a local company 


plumbing & 
healing 


Combi boilers fitted from £1,400 
with 7 rads Irom £2,200. iByrs experience. 
Bathroom makeovers from £2,000 
(inc tiling). Kitchens & Plumbing. 

CALL FREE: 01902 689 565 
0800335 7303 01922 612169 


A RELIABLE PLUMBER no job 

too small, no call out fee. From 
is boilers. Call Lee: 
7 01902 330351. 


dripping taps 
07713 149278/( 


removals 


CHEAPER 
fREMOVALS J 

REMOVAL VAN & DRIVER 
FOR HIRE 

Single Items to Full Removals. 

01902 894916 / 07807 773035 


A AND M CHEAP Removals local, 
careful firm, full / part loads. Don 
- 0800 587 0377 / 07749 941319. 

A MAN WITH A VANSingle items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve. 
0121 422 2999 or 07815 043724 

A VAN AND MAN Removals / 
Clearances. Any day / any time. 
01902 842289 or 07983 704889. 

A.M.D. REMOVALS & courier 
service. Takes the stress out of 
relocating, insured, members of 
the National Guild 01902 562844 

BLH REMOVALS we move any¬ 
thing from a chest of drawers to a 
full house. Small removals from 
£50. 07501 773857 / 0800 118 2376. 


CALL DEAN! Business/Domestic, 
Deliveries/Relocation/full house 
1 item.07429 453209/01902 830870 
CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 
Removals, clearances. Items 
large or small. Call: 01902 741546 
/ 07917 679360 / 01384 486126. 

DJ REMOVALS house or one item 
courier. Nationwide. 24/7. Call: 
01902 652346 or 07912 980177. 


roofing 


A 


J.T. MATTHEWS 

the ROOFING CENTRE 


WE TOP THE LOT 
ESTABLISHED 
OVER 60 YEARS 

ONE OF THE 
LARGEST 
CENTRES AND 
SELECTIONS 
IN THE 
MIDLANDS A 



WE STOCK THE LOT 

ROOFING TILES, 
SLATES, FELTS, VALLEY 
‘ RIDGE, NAILS, LEAD, 
.LATH, VENTILATORS, 
k PLYWOOD, GAS 
BITUMEN, UPVC 
FASCIAS & 
SOFFITS, 
GUTTERING 


For the roofing 
professional and DIY 
Visit our 5 acre complex 
Biddings Lane, Coseley 
Bilston 

Phone: (01902) 404623/4/5 
Fax: (01902) 353402 


specialists at your 
service 

alarms/security 

PREMIER ALARMS supplied & 
fitted £185. All quotes beaten, 
servicing/repairs 0121 601 9791. 

bathrooms 

SHOWERS INSTALLED replaced 
or repaired. All your bathroom 
needs. For a free quote call The 
Little Bathroom Company on: 
07779 091673 or 01902 566868. 

blinds 


Amanda For 


7 Vertical Blinds 

For £179 


01902 421511 


| Roller: Roman : Venetian : Wood : Curtains | 

building services 


PFENLON BUILDERS All aspects 
of building. Block paving, plas¬ 
tering, brickwork etc. 01902 
445315/07790 286187. 

building supplies 

RECLAIMED Bricks Tiles, Slates, 
Oakbeams, Flooring, York Stone. 
Cawarden 01889 574066. 

sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 

carpentry & joinery 


lulling 


► Kitchen and Fitted Wardrobe 
Specialist 

» Doors and Flooring 
» Windows and Staircases 

► Domestic and Commercial 
Refurbishments 

ww.collinscarpentryandjoinery.co.uk 
0121 531 0264/ 
07903 234 137 


KITCHEN FITTER & DECKING 

doors, flooring, all carpentry. 25 
yrs exp. Steve: 07980 667406. 

carpet & upholstery cleaning 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

Carpets dry in 30 minutes. 

Call Paul: 07870 341089 
www.aclasscarpetcleaning.co.uk 


carpet fitters 

A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied 
or just fitted, quality samples 
brought to your home, no job too 
small, free quotes call Mark 
01543 820598/07941 619694. 

CARPETS FITTED from £25. Wet 
rooms, laminates, all aspects of 
flooring undertaken. Call: 07870 
563266 or 01902 276345. 


carpets & upholstery 

CARPET REMNANTS hotel 
quality from £3 sq mt. Other qual¬ 
ities available. Samples to your 
door. Call: Keith, Mayfair Close, 
Albrighton 07922 258412 

double glazing repairs 


-&BTTH6 

\FOG_Oim 

Condensation removal 
from failed double 
glazing at least 
50% cheaper than 
replacements. 


gardening services 

ALL TREES FELLED & 
REMOVED. Quick and efficient. 
Call: 01922 862198 / 07756 544873. 
NIGE THE GARDENER. Lawns, 
block paving, landscaping, 
decking. Call 07807 502966. 

gas fitting 


GAS 
SERVICES 


1 


• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


guttering 

A* GUTTERING: Residential & 
Commercial Cleaning. Conserva¬ 
tories, Drives etc: 07969 117656. 

home improvements 

NEW BATTERY for your old 
power tool too expensive. Re-cell 
now for a much lower cost. Call 
Sertronics on 01922 624412 

painters / decorators 

DECORACE Painter and Decora¬ 
tor. Quality work at reasonable 
prices. OAP Discounts. Free 
lotes 01902 635258 07876 


135302 s 

plastering 


PREMIER 
PLASTERING & TILING 

Skimming, Rendering, Dry lining, 
Clean and Reliable, Fully insured, 
30 years experience, Free quotes 
Please Call: 0121 525 9815 or 
07961833738 


radiator covers 


Radiator Covers 
by Nicola 

Made to measure in many 
different styles. FREE 
survey, delivery and fitting. 
Prices from only £29 

call: 07403 312612 


roofing 


ATS ROOFING 


Firestone Rubber Roofs 
Garages, Dormers, Extensions, 
FREE QUOTES 

01922462720 / 07783229386 


M ROOFING 

A BACKED BARGAIN flat, main, 
chimney/gutter repairs 

FREE QUOTES 

Call AD Roofing on a 

01902 752161 / 07538118034 24 hr 


A BARGAIN Slate/Tile Leadwork, 
Flat roofs, Fascia/Gutters, Free- 
quote. 01902 561434-07792817062 


CLIFF NICHOLLS 

Roofing & Scaffolding 

All Roofing and Scaffolding 
Work carried out. 

30 years experience 

Freephone 
(0800) - 220 - 729 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, 
roof repairs, fascias and gutters. 
Call 01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 

skip hire 


EURO SKIP HIRE 

Mini, Midi, Maxi, 7 days a week, 
competitive prices, free quotes, 
all areas covered. Please call: 

01922 615842 or 07986633380 


tiling 

CGS TILING Clean, reliable 
service. Competitive prices. 
No job too small. 

Telephone: 07862 297940. 

UNIQUE TILING Wall and Floor 
Tiling. lOyrs exp. Cheap rates. 
07926 548431, 01902 822819. 


wrought iron 


All Gates & 


and fitted 

FREE QUOTES 
0121 526 3222 / 
07723 310 513 


ALL GATES,RAILINGS, etc. Free 
quotes, also repairs/fitting plus 
Block paving 01902 606979 24 hrs. 


sports & leisure 


V 


ARRIVING IN YOUR AREA NOW !! 
FUNCTIONAL AGILITY STRENGTH 
TRAINING (AGES 4-! 


CALL JON WHITNEY ON 
07515 753890 
USING EXERCISE TO UNLOCK 
YOUR CHILDS POTENTIAL 


toys 


Custom Made 

Stunt Scooters 

One Off Unique Designs 
Parts and Accessories 

Unit 3 Heavy Metal House, Rolling Mill Road, Cannock, WSII 9UH 

07847343335 / 07504 984023 
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classified 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 

There’s nothing like it for buying and selling 

01902 317878 www.expressandstar.com/my-classified 


skip hire 


BLITZ SKIP HIRE 

Various size skips 
at affordable prices 
FAST AND 
RELIABLE SERVICE 

01902 
870 370 


GOLDSHILL SKIPS 

Skip Hire Transfer Station 

Wants your Waste! Stop the risk of flytipping. 
Open to the public. Any size vehicle. 

Any Quantity. For Best Prices 
Please call: 0121 557 3346 


RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

A absolute affordable skip 
Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 

GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large. Screened 
soil and crushed hardcore for 
sale. All skips for weekend must 
be booked by Friday 0121 555 


WASTE 

Recycling for the future! 

Call your local depot now for 
free quotation - 01902 459667 / 
0121 558 2120/01543 500599 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

SKIP HIRE 

MINI, MIDI 
& 

BUILDERS SKIPS 
WITH DOORS. 

Established 23 years. 

Call: 

01902 722876 


tv/home 

entertainments 


AERIAL/TV SPECIALISTS 

TV Plasma / LCD repairs 
Digital aerial installation 
Wall mount / set ups / etc 
Plasma, LCD TV’s from £99 
Any area, 7 days 

07850 330251 


TV, DVD OR BLUE RAY BROK E N 
DOWN plasma and LCD not 
working call Sertronics on 01922 
624412 


upholstery 




SEDGLEY UPHOLSTERY 

Re-upholstery of modern & antique furniture. 
Fabric samples for you to choose 
in the comfort of your home. 

Leather cosmetic repairs, scratches & colour loss 

01902 677874/07868232527 


Upholstery by 

BRANTON 

For all your upholstery needs at 
competitive prices. 

Tel: 01543 276584/ 
07582 210559 


DEZIRE WEDDING CARRIAGE/ 

Car Hire.Limos,Horse&Carria£ 
etc:0800 6226455 or 07824 51792 



FREE FUNCTION ROOM to hire 
at ‘Pulse’ in Wednesbury. For 
more details call 0121 506 1100. 


phy - Wedding Packages with 
leather album & DVD from £340. 
call 01543 275969, 07906 046284. 

STUNNING WEDDING IMAGES. 

Your memories our expertise, 
www.glyntj onesphotography. co. u 
k Please call: 01543 547007 


motoring 


G 


accessories & 
services 


car body panels 

CAR AND BIKE BODY REPAIR, 

Reprays, Diagnostics, Servicing. 
Call AUTOPOP 07702 041846 

mot's 

LATE NIGHT Mot’s & Service 
from £99. OAP discount. 24/7. Tel 
/ Txt NCM / JB Autos 07831213053 
MOT’s 457 from £27.99. No retest 
fee. 7 days DSG Motor Mechanics 
01902 631466 / 07866 030218 

servicing 

www.swanstreetautos.co.uk 
Servicing, Cambelts, Parts, MOT 
repairs, Recovery, 01902 351993 


spares/parts 


BATTERIES FROM £29.99 3yr 

g’tee. Corsa/Focus/Saxo etc WV6 

OLE Wolves Hire 01902 746723 
LANDROVER PARTS, SPARES & 

accessories for most models 
JLS 0121 568 7717 WV13 2PF 


. 


cars over £1500 


AUDI A3 1.9 TDi 08 reg black, 5 dr, 
113k, FSH, tax, MoT, £30 year tax. 
Good condition. £6,195 ono. 07931 
424119/07979 712855. 

FORD FIESTA Style Climate, 
auto, 2006,21,500 miles, black, air 
con, fsh, long MoT, central 
locking, tax, CD, petrol, £3,400 
ono. 07868 364553. 

JAGUAR MARK 2 2.4 litre, 1962, 
tax, MoT, silver, wire wheels, 
beautiful condition. £9,980. 07761 
403824. 

KIA PICANTO, 2005, 28,000 miles, 
silver, electric windows, MoT, 
central locking, pas, tax, petrol, 
£1,950 ono. 07761 532710. 



VOLKSWAGON TOURAN 
SPORT 2.0TDI 

2006, 72,000 miles, as new 
engine and turbo fitted by VW 
12 months ago at cost £5,500 
warranted, only 15,000 miles 
covered, black, abs, electric 
mirrors and windows, airbags, 
dual zone climate control, fsh, 
alarm, MoT, metallic paint, 
central locking, one owner, 
cruise control, pas, diesel, tax, 
alloys, stereo, CD multi and 
ipod, 6 speed manual. 

£6,390 ono. 

07854 169607. 


cars under £1500 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differenti¬ 
ate between Private and 
Trade. 


PEUGEOT 206 LOOK 1.1, 3 dr, 02, 

long MoT and Tax, only 37k, very 
good condition all round, £1,400. 
0121 572 8688 / 07759 275957. 
SEAT INCA COMBI van 2001, 51, 
immaculate, diesel, tax/MoT, 
power steering, cd. Very nice van, 
£995. 07570 466779. 

VAUXHALL ASTRA ARIZONA 
1.4, N reg, Taxed, tested, alloys 
cd, power steering. Very good 
lition, £400. 07811 988833. 


motorbikes 

coggers i 

MOTORCYCLE T .. 



MOTORCYCLES WANTED Cash 
on collection. All Bikes 
01902 312939 / 07748 150779 
TRIUMPH 3TA, 5TA, T100 and 
TIOOs engine and frame parts for 
sale, also Wanted parts to finish 
1961 650 Triumph. 07761 403824. 



Homer’s 

Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 207, KA, 
Fiat 500, Yaris. 

10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 

2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
Male & Female Instructors. 

Manual & Automatic 

Christmas & Birthday gift vouchers available. 

07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


STARTER OFFER two lessons £8 
each, £15 afterwards, 10 lesson 
booking £120, 07986 552131 


* rw u. 

mm 



vehicle hire 


SCB CAR HIRE 
From £10 per day 

0800 533 5139 
0121 526 4666 
07795 535 007 


BEST PRICE CAR + VAN HIRE 

Daily,Weekly, Call Practical 0121 
556 1315 practical.co.uk 
HIRE AND DRIVE Low cost car 
hire, WS10 8JG. 0121 5686438 
www.HireandDrive.co.uk 
W.T.R VAN HIRE 

Escorts, Transits, Lutons with 
Tail lifts, pick-ups Open 7 days. 


vehicles wanted 




CROWN MOTORS Guarantee best 
cash price for your unwanted car 
/ van 01902 495758 / 07903 549849 


scrap vehicles 


\ 


1st CHOICE 



01902 562853 
07977 499516 
07895 346811- 2 


TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 

VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

1000’s of parts available at all times 

MONMORE RD.WV1 2TZ 


CHRIS 
PAYS CASH 
TODAY 

for all scrap cars & vans 

Scrap it legally Avoid fines 
We supply a certificate 
of destruction. 

Licence no: EAWML40301 

No Worries Call Chris: 

01902 493110 jDaytime 
0121 525 5813™ 
01902 659775 - evenings 


TOP PRICE PAID FOB SCRAP CARS 

NO WHEELS? NO KEYS? 

NO PROBLEM! 

24hr collection, 7 days, any area 

07500 042351 


scrapcarbuyers.co.uk 

TOP PRICES PAID 

0800 533 5139 
0121 526 4666 
07795 535 007 


property 


properties wanted 

CASH BUYER - 7 Day Completion. 
Any Property Considered: 

Telephone 01902 489901. 

Need To Sell Your House Fast? 
Guaranteed Quick Offer. Up to 
100% of market value ! Call Sue 
on 0121 285 0317. 

PROPERTY WANTED any condi¬ 
tion. Long term let. Guaranteed 
above market rent paid for right 
property. Call Sarah on 0121 526 
6410 


NEED TO SELL 
YOUR PROPERTY? 

GUARANTEED CASHOFFER 

sue 01902690321 

YVWw.private-property-sales.co.uk 


accommodation to 
let 



No Deposit 
*Move In Today** 

from £99pw 
Rooms from £60pw* 
‘Includes Most Bills 
D.S.S WELCOME IN STUDIO/ROOMS 
Bilston, Dudley, Walsall, 
Wednesbury, West Brom, 
Darlaston, Wolverhampton, 
700+ Properties, New Daily, 
Check Website - Live List 
WANTED LANDLORDS 
AND PROPERTIES 

Tel 0121 568 7400 
j9accommodation.com 


yjjdjandLandj 


Midland Landlord Accreditation Scheme 


NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the 
Accommodation Agencies Act 
1953, for an Agency to charge a 
fee simply for the registration of 
your requirements and/or sup¬ 
plying particulars of premises to 
let. 

LANDLORDS Rent your property 
fast. Free valuation, 1/2 price 
fees. T & C’s apply 01902 766388 
SPACIOUS ONE BED FLAT 
secure parking, Walsall town 
centre. £395pcm. 07791 462937 
WEDNESFIELD 3 bed house, long 
term let. Deposit required. Sorry 
no DSS. £595pcm. 07771 755051. 
WEDNESFIELD FLAT TO LET. 
1, 2 & 3 bedroom available. 
DSS considered. Contact 
Mr Chopra 07986 012154 



hotel & catering 


MANAGER OR TENANT required 
for the Chuckery Mutual Club in 
Walsall. Function room & sports 
bar & lounge, car park. Strong 
membership and a number of 
domino & darts teams. Includes 
managers accommodation. 
Experience in the pub and 
leisure industry preferable and 
have be able to hold a personal 
license. Call 01675 465 489 or Matt 
07813338545. Or alternatively 
email enquiries® 

westbourne-leisure.co.uk. Other 
opportunities exist throughout 
the Midlands. 


sales & marketing 


EVENING TELESALES Sunday to 
Thursday 6pm to 10:30pm, £7.00 
per hour. Call customers for their 
orders and enter into SAR Expe¬ 
rience of SAP and the ability to 
speak Asian languages would be 
an advantage. 

Please send CV to ELC (UK) 
Limited, Redhouse Industrial 
Estate, Middlemore Lane West, 
Aldridge, Walsall WS9 8EA. 
Email ali@elcuk.com 


LViVjEsbjIl 




CENTRAL 

TRANSPORT 

TRAINING 

MiV, PCf. MI UC8ICf CATfOOMI 
ZK AM0UnC9UISf$ 

CIU ec* mi l*X*J>C* 


0800 975 7121 

»»»***y <>ii life 

:HYHU K» ID J.A.MkU IM» IMUClUM* 


1 HGV • LGV • PCV • B+E Training 



Free Driving Assessment 
0ne-2-0ne Tuition 
Very high first time Pass Rate 
Now using 2012 plate trucks 
Dedicated Friendly Instructors 
New driver CPC courses £61.00 n 


01543879318 01215500445 

www.britishhgv.co.uk 


MTS DRIVER TRAINING 

HGV /LGV /MINIBUS TRAINING 
SPECIALISTS 

•DRIVER CPC TRAINING £50 
01902866510/07807 035066 
www.mlsdrivertrainingservices.co.uk 


BILLY THOMAS 
HGV DRIVER TRAINING 

Inc B+E (CAR & TRAILER), 
THEORY, CPC TRAINING, 
1-2-1 TUITION 

CALL 01902 744726 
OR 07831 646601 


leisure 



car boot sales 


Now open every Sundayl 0.30-1 pm, 
sellers 9.30am. 

Walstead Road West, Walsall. 
200yds Walsall FC 
80 pitches, just turn 


7939 646263 - 01922 613241 


caravans / 
motorhomes 

STORAGE AVAILABLE for 

Caravans, Motorhomes, Boats 
etc. Secure hard standing com¬ 
pound with CCTV and floodlight- 
ing. From £5pw 07977 325096 


VW T4 CAMPERVAN 

recent professional conversion 
including half leather front 
seaters, 2 way fridge, gas hob, 
alloys, lowered, 11 
months MoT. 

£5,995 

07976 653388 


equestrian corner 


HORSES FOR LOAN For the 
busy equine enthusiast. For 
details call: 07779 970914. 

LAURAS TACK BOX Largest 
stockist of secondhand saddles / 
saddlery and riding wear in the 
Midlands. Call: 07949 943933. 


guns & dogs 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


Get 95-100% For Your House-FAST! 


& 100% Confidential. No obligation 
5? Repossession stopped 

0800 092 5743 
01902 489 500 

YellowSpringbok.co.uk 


^Free valuation. Free consultation 
5^Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 


pets corner 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when pur- 
chasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you 
can follow to ensure that you 
are not purchasing from a 
Puppy Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given 
any KC documentation, if 

pedigree. 

Whilst Midland News 

Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 
liability should readers pur¬ 
chase from this 
kind of establishment 


BLUE STAFFIE long legged, 20 
months, chipped, full history, 
£250 ono. 07767 801784. 

BRITISH BULLDOG Pups. Ready 
January 7. Fawn, red, white, KC 
applied. Five generation pedi¬ 
gree. Fully vac’s / wormed. Six 
weeks free insurance. Dep 
secures. Call Nick 07783 209997. 

JACK RUSSELL pups, boys, girls, 
small legs, short hair, beautiful 
markings, £180. 07981 422551. 

PEKINGESE PUPPY beautiful 
little girl, Red, lovely tempera¬ 
ment. 01543 876432. 

PET FOOD & acc’s. Free local 
delivery avail. Relocating to 31- 
37 Watery Lane Ind Est, Willen- 
hall, WV13 3SU. 07917 274458. 


what's on 


HARVEY’S AUCTIONS Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. For 
details call: 07939 421862 or visit 
us: www.harvey-auctions.co.uk 


toy & train fair 


TOY AND TRAIN 
COLLECTOR’S FAIR 


OAK PARK LEISURE CENTRE 

Lichfield Road, Walsall Wood (A461) 

Sunday, January 6th 

10.30 am - 3.00 pm 
OVER 65 TABLES 
Toys, Cars and Trains, etc. 
Old and New 


TRANSTAR PROMOTIONS 

( 01922 ) 643385 


BIGGEST SUNDAY MARKE 
IN THE MIDLANDS 

Bescot Stadium, Walsall FC 
WS1 4SA, FREE PARKING, J9 M6 
07889 975701 All hard standing 
Stall Hire Available From £21 


MARKET & 


BILSTON 
SU IM DAY 
CAR BOOT 


: WEEKS / 


YEAR, WHATEVER THE WEATHER! 


OVER 1 50 SHELTERED STALLS 
£15 Ini' 1 / £20 lor 2 
£25 •<>■- 3 
MO IVIEIDI FREE 
PARK! MO! 

LINDER MEW 
MANAGEMENT 



07736 777244 





public & legal 
notices 

LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 
Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email m.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 
(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


business sen/ices 


ASBESTOS REMOVED from any 
surface. Call Greenfields 
NOW 01902 656 844 / 07964357008 


businesses for sale 

WANT TO SELL YOUR Business? 
Call John Southern at County 
Business Sales 01902 766724 

commercial 

premises 

UNITS TO LET IN WOLVER¬ 
HAMPTON 

Suitable for many uses. 
From £60 pw. 

No VAT 
Telephone 

07927 766799 

commercial 
premises sale / let 

CITY OFFICE address for home¬ 
workers, meeting room, 01902 
203203 www.infinity-house.co.uk 

OFFICE TO LET £30pw inc. Long 
or short term, quiet location, fur¬ 
nished, car park, 24/7 access 1 
mile from jet 9 M6 07545 909693. 


Mkf HIC 

AG El 


ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984-SECTION 14(1)(A) 

THE M6 MOTORWAY (JUNCTION 10, WASALL) (TEMPORARY 
PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) ORDER 2013 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Secretary of State for Transport 
intends to make an Order on the M6 Motorway, in the Metropolitan Borough 
of Walsall, to allow work to be carried out on electronic traffic signs. 

The effect of the Order will be to close, at different times - 

(a) the northbound carriageway of the M6 from its junction with the exit 
slip road to its junction with the entry slip road at Junction 10; and 

(b) the link road leading from the A454 Wolverhampton Road to the 
M6 southbound entry slip road at Junction 10. 

Work will be carried out over two nights between 21:00 hours and 06:00 
hours and is expected to start on Wednesday 23 January 2013. The Order 
will come into force on 21 January 2013. 

Vehicles being used for police, fire brigade or ambulance purposes and 
vehicles being used in connection with the works or by a Traffic Officer 
will be exempt from the closures. Diversion routes via the M6 Junction 10 
slip roads will be well signed. 

For further information, please contact Gail Buckler on 0121 4237775. 
Mike Lloyd, A Higher Executive Officer in the Highways Agency 


If you believe that something 
inaccurate or intrusive has been 
published about you, then you 
can come to the Press Complaints 
Commission for help. We’ll listen 
to your concerns and deal with 
your complaint at no cost. 

The PCC is the independent 
self-regulatory body for the UK 
newspaper and magazine industry. 

We enforce a Code of Practice 
and work to raise standards in 
the press. We offer a service that 
is fast, free and fair. 

We can also advise on concerns 
about material that hasn’t yet 
been published, or if you’re feeling 
harassed by journalists. For 
emergencies, we can be contacted 
at any time of the day or night. 

Call us on 0845 600 2757 or visit 
www.pcc.org.uk to find out more about 
the PCC and how we can help you. 


THE PCC: WE 
WILL LISTEN TO 
YOUR CONCERNS 


’ PRESS COMPLAINTS COMMISSION . 
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Local Tradesmen 



AERIALS 


DOUBLE GLAZING 


HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES 


PLUMBING & HEATING 


.Ci 


Diamond Digital Aerials 


Freeview - Satellite - Cable - Broadband 

Freeview Digital Aerials Supplied & Fitted * 

Additional points and multi room systems 
BBC / ITV freesat APPROVED installer 
Multi source.multi room audio systems * T ~* 

Sky repair service from just £30 
Broadband Internet and Telephone points 
Flatscreen tv wall mount installations 
All work covered by 12 months guarantee I 
CCTV installations view via your smartphone Bl 
For FREE ADVICE and complete peace of mind call IAN your local 
Registered Digital Installer on Mmmtm o. 


01922 780212 07947 407 336 

www.diamonddigitalaerials.co.uk 


RAPLO AERIALS 

ALL TYPES OF AERIALS 
FITTED & REPAIRS 

• 10% discount for OAPs 
• Same day service 
• Freeview Specialist 
• Free call out / Free estimates 
• Extensions 

01922 6 
07960 1 



(04: 


BUNDS & CURTAINS 


ALBANY BLINDS 
& CURTAINS 





7 Vertical 
Blinds From 
only £199 

All Blinds 
Reduced 


VERTICALS, ROLLERS, 
VENETIANS, ROMANS, 
VELUX, PLEATED, PATIO 
AWNINGS AND CURTAINS, 
CONSERVATORY & CURVED 
BLIND SPECIALISTS 


FREE Quote FREE Fitting 
FREE Child Safety Features E-3 

Free Rhone 0800 0347 ill 
www.ukbargainblinds.co.uk 


©odo 


Exteriors 

’ Full or Part Rooms 
* Ceilings 

* Staircases 

* OAP Rates 


N 

G, 


NEED EXTRA SPACE? 
GARAGE CONVERSION! 


► Fitted Wardrobes 
• Floors • Tiling 
• Doors • Decking 

FREE QUOTES 




THE MOST EXPERIENCED REPAIR SPECIALISTS IN THE AREA 
ESTABLISHED OVER EG YEARS 

• BROKEN AND MISTED UNITS REPLACED 

• VELUX WINDOW UNITS REPLACED 

• REPAIRS TO DOORS, WINDOWS, PATIOS AND CONSERVATORIES 

• WE FIX: FAULTY LOCKS, BROKEN HINGES, HANDLES AND PATIO WHEELS 

• ALL WORK AND MATERIALS GUARANTEED 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

FOR A FREE SURVEY OR ADVICE CALL NEIL ON: 




□1543 504900 24 HRS/ 
07748 108035 

IS WELLINGTON DRIVE, CANNOCK WS11 1PU 


ELECTRICIANS 


P. Coyne 


Electrical 


Domestic Industrial & Commercial Electricians 


• Full rewires to extra sockets 
• Lights, showers, smoke & burglar alarms 
• Outside sockets 
• Aerial and telephone extensions 
• Free quotes 


call 07980 237502 

01922 441242 



PROTECHT 

ELECTRICAL 


Full - Part Rewires 
Fuse Board Upgrades 
Showers - Cooker Point 
Burglar Alarm 
Additional Sockets 


MB} electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: - 


mbelectric. co. uk M 


FENCING 


k 


BJ FENCING SUPPLIES! 

MEMBERS OF GUILD OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN 

IF QUALITY COUNTS - 
WE ARE NUMBER ONE 

“Visit our new unit - compare our quality against 
others selling for similar prices” 

Low Winter Offers available until 31st January 

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME - PRICE LISTS AVAILABLE 

Free quotes - Expert fitting - OAP discounts 
Panels - Gravel Boards - Posts - Trellis - Gates etc 
Fence Preservation in Gold, Brown, Red, Green - 5 Itrs 
Order from over 5000 items in our Garden/DIY Catalogue 

Tel: 01543 821213 - 07886 369958 - 07828 693442 
Unit 21, Zone 3, Burntwood Business Park, Robins Road, 
Burntwood WS7 3FS (rear Morrisons) 

Christmas shut-down period 12th Dec - Re-open 2nd Jan 


GARDENING 


CtyAse 


D & D DOMESTICS 

Your Local Repair 
Engineers 

All makes of Electric Cookers, Washing 
Machines and 
Tumble Dryers 

Free CALL 
OUT 



Factory 
trained 

Engineers ^ '<ST 

Call anytime on: 

01922 746886 
07958 746758 


PLASTERING 


AocaC, cutd 

J. H. PLASTERING & TILING 

Boarding Repairs 

Skimming Floors 

Bathroom Fittings Artex Covering 

Free advice and estimates 

Tel 01543 361746 
01562 825694 
07738 516710 



P CHAPMAN 

Plastering Services 
All work, all sizes 
For a FREE Quotation 

Call 

01922 694980 
07775 558039 



LOFT SERVICES 

♦ Loft Flooring Fitted 

♦ New or enlarged loft access 

♦ Loft Ladders 


UPVC Drop down hatch with 
easy stow aluminium ladder 
£185 fully fitted 



CLIFF 

THE 

PLUMBER 

24 Hour Callout 

No Job Too Small 
Leaking Pipes 
Radiators & Tanks Fitted 
Bathroom Suites Fitted 
Also Gutter Repairs & Fascias 
FREE QUOTES 
10% OFF for Pensioners 
Family business for 35 years 
Tel: Cliff 

01543 432584 evenings 
Daytime: 07836 577269 


SCT Plumbing Services 


For d\ /etr PUftbevg A He»*«g I 


Call 

Simon 


07716 993727 
Ot922 682829 


& 


L. Smith 
Plumbing 

24 hr Call Out 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Leaking pipes, Taps, 

Ball Valves Repair and 
Re-new, Radiators, Toilets etc. 
Gutters, Repair and Fascias 
Free Quotes 

10% OFF FOR PENSIONERS 

Family business 

07511 539915 

Anytime 

01543 432677 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 
07766 105131 

Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 

fTiWffl 

Registered Company EPP31221 


SIN HEATING SOLUTIONS 

Complete central heating installation 
A Rated (Combi boiler, 7 rads) from £1900 
LPG Work Now Being Undertaken 
A Rated Boiler Change from £950 
Tank System to Combi Boiler from £1100 

Tel:078l4 881504 

300347 HO OBLIGATION ♦ FREE QUOTE _ 




PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 


CW Joinery 

DOOR SUPPLIERS AND FITTERS 

SPECIAL OFFERSI 

• 6 Panel white grained doors, supplied 
and fitted £54.50 each 

• 6 x 6 Panel pre-painted doors fully 
fitted for £375 complete with handles 

• NEW! 6x6 Panel pre-painted and plastic coated 
doors fully fitted only £ 405! 

• External doors supplied and fitted from £210 

• Fit only, Paint or Stain available 

• Fire doors fitted 

• Pine, oak, hardwood doors available _ 

Freephone 0800 019 3376 
01922 709543 

- -- 

Rod The Handyman 

+ For all Property Maintenance 


All Guttering and uPVC Fitted and Cleaned 
All out buildings felted and re-roofed 


Fencing, all types of Pointing and 
Painting Inside and out! 


Flat packed service 
No job too small 


07974 436S1S 
01543 578603 


Local i|| ’ 
Trades 

Need a job doing? *3 

Call one of our local i H 
tradesmen appearing 
weekly on these pages A 




To advertise your business and reach 95,000 potential customers... 



Call us on... 

01543 465331 


J0 


E-mail us at... 

s.broad@expressandstar.co.uk 


m 


Post to... 

Sam Broad, Walsall Chronicle, 
Queen Square, Cannock. WS111ES 
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Local Tradesmen 


ROOFING ^ 

wmmmMmm 

m 

3 

m 

SBECIAEISTS 

RROF.ESSIONAL AND; RELIABLE SERM 



. Slate and Tile Repairs 

. Plat Roofs, EPDM 
Rubber Roofing 

. upvc Soffits and 
Fascias 

• Chimney Reducing 

• Guttering Repairs 

• All Pointing Work 

• Insurance Work 

• 20 Year Guarantee 

• 25 Years Experience 

• Re-Roofs 

. All genuine quotes 
beaten 

• Special rates for 
senior citizens 


CairMarkuOl 922 694548 / 


mmmma 


www.walsallroofingspecialists.co.uk 


★ Discounts for OAP’s 
★ Insurance Work ★ Lead Work 

★ Ridge Tiles Replaced 

★ Flat Roofs ★ Pointing 
★ Rubber Roofing (E.P.D.M.) 

★ Chimney Repairs ★ Fascias & Gutters 
25 years in the business 
FAMILY RUN - FREE QUOTE] 


Call: 01922 410816; 
07722 533247 


ALL ^ 
AREAS : 
COVERED 




ABSSKIP HIRE 

Mini £70 

Midi with door £90 
6 yard with door £110 
8 yard with door £140 

01922 419222 

01543 360666 


ANDY’S 
CERAMIC 
WALL & FLOOR 
TILING 

• Kitchen and bathroom 
fitting service 

• General home 
improvements 

FREE QUOTES 
Tel: 01922 494193 
Mobile: 0782 1837399 


WINDOW SPECIALISTS 



SECURITY CHECKS ON ALL DOORS 
AND WINDOWS 

Specialising in misted,steamed up, foggy,smashed or 
cracked double glazed unit replacement. 

We have over 15 years experience within the window industry,we can repair 
or refurbish any type of window,for example:UPVC,Wooden or 
aluminium,with our expertise we can bring your windows back to life thus 
reviving all of their original qualities. 


T: 01543 686946 
W: www.ecoglaze.pro 
E: sales@ecoglaze.pro 
24 Lambert Drive, 
Burntwood WS7 2DR 








Cars £29.95 
Motorcycles £21.95 
Three Wheelers 
£29.95 

David Ross Ltd 

81/91 Hednesford Road, Heath Hayes, Cannock, Staffs WS12 3HL 

01543 277916 OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 

Mon-Fri : 8.30 am-5.00 pm Saturday : 8.30 am-12.30 pm 




OPEN 

7 DAYS 
A 

WEEK 

Approved tXIDi 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

UNIT 4 COOPER STREET 
WV2 2JL 

WALSALL - Now Open 

BRIDGEMAN STREET 
WS2 9DY 


battery stockist 


0845 130 2456 


THE TRADES FAVOURITE CAR PARTS SUPPLIER 
WWW.CARSPARESLTD.COM 



Local Tradesmen 


Need a job doing? 

Call one of our local 
tradesmen appearing 
weekly on these pages 




www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


IfYloJkw 

Friends%d 

0800 121 4230 



0333 313 7360 

■ 

0906 500 3955 
0906 500 3957 




WOLVDATE 
I Mtl* 

(£1.50 per photo sent) 



SINGLE LADIES 

Guys Text n' Chat. Text in 
now and chat to local people. 
Send : CHAT207 To : 65125. 

Or call 0906 635 0510. 
(T&C's below) 

TRACY 26, pretty petite 
brunette, possibly looking for 
LTR but definitely looking for fun 
times with outgoing guy. Any 
age/looks. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 397027 

CLARE 38, single mum, curvy 
hour glass, loves to be tactile, 
OHAC, WLTM caring male for 

LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 399047| 

PAULA 37, WLTM male 
companion for meals out, social 
drinking, weekends away, 
hopefully leading to a meaningful 
friendship with benefits! Any age. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
398503 

MICHELLE 39yr old nurse, slim, 
petite, blonde, blue eyes, looking 
to enjoy life with similar romantic, 
caring guy. Single dad welcome. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
398349 

CAROLINE attractive, kind, 
caring, 43, seeking kind, caring 
male for LTR, 45-50. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 

396837 | 

NATASHA single professional 
39yr old brunette looking for fun 
and friendship with genuine guy, 
30-50yrs. Status unimportant. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
395719 

SARAH 23, attractive, brunette, 
slim, looking for male for LTR. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
392979 | 

TRISH tall slim young/good 
looking GSOH, professional, 
solvent, OHAC, affectionate and 
loves tic, WLTM male who also 
likes to be in a loving 
relationship, 39-50yrs. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

397579 | 

CARLA 41, brown hair/eyes, 5ft 
2ins, loving, seeking male who 
likes walks, cinema and romantic 
meals. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 396127| 

SHARON slim blonde blue eyed 
outgoing 30's female looking for 
uncomplicated meets and adult 
companionship, like what you 
hear? Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 400119 

I'M Heather I love to cook, eat 
in/out, share a nice flirty glass of 
large wine or two with good 
company and am eager to hear 
from you. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:399715 

NICKY lonely 39yr old single 
mum looking for adult 
companionship and strictly no 
strings fun. ACA. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 399189 

DEBBIE sexy size 14, fun, 
outgoing, discreet, looking for fun 
times only with male over 40yrs, 
call to find out more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 398759 

HI I'm Marilyn a blue eyed 
beauty. Call me if you have a 
happy outlook and are seeking 
some fun. Age/looks 
unimportant. ACA. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 395665 

SUE confident professional, 
sporty/active, seeking sensitive 
interesting guy for intimate 
evenings in with great food and 
conversations. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 397485 | 

MARIA French female looking 
for mutually convenient 
companionship, very friendly, 
very discreet and very interested 
in meeting with you! Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

397451 0 

GRACE Jones lookalike, black 
lady, 53, 5ft 11 ins, OHAC, WLTM 
male, 45-65, 6ft plus for 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 397681 


TINA young attractive 27yr old 
single female looking for older 
friendly loving male for adult fun 
and good times. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 397563 

BEV 30yr old curvy attractive 
female, likes music, travel, 
animals, cosy nights in front of a 
log fire, looking for affectionate 
male for good times. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 397535 

BLONDE attractive educated 
lady 50, young minded, seeks 
professional tall male, 45-55 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 

391818 0 

CATHY is a slim attractive lady 
with an open minded attitude to 
life, she WLTM a man of any 
age. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:395657 

61YR old lady 5ft 2ins, medium 
build, long dark hair, smoker, 
seeks smart gent who wants to 
get out and about for good times. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
396409 

JANICE 40, 5ft 5ins, medium 
build, brown eyes, likes music, 
cooking, cosy nights in/out, 
seeks similar male for LTR. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
397407 | 

BIG bubbly black female, single 
mum, looking for male for nights 
in and out. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 392501 0 

WIDOW 70, genuine, kind, 
caring, laidback, seeking male 
for friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 387013 

SUSIE gorgeously feminine and 
sensual, loves lazy summer 
days, misses male 

companionship WLTM someone 
with sense of adventure and lust 
for life. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 394117 

LOUISE youthful looking female 
looking for spontaneous male to 
put some love and lust back into 
life. Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 392491 

CARING lady, 52, brown 
hair/eyes, seeks male, 30-60 for 
socialising, meals out, cinema, 
music, sports and having a 
laugh. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 3928831 

LOVING caring young 68yr old 
female, 5ft 2ins, slim-medium 
build, size 12, smoker, seeks 
slim, well dressed guy with 
GSOH for LTR. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 399923 0 

ANGELA green eyed dark 
haired feminine lady who enjoys 
walking and keeping fit, seeking 
lonely kind gentleman for good 
times and more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 399633 

LISA attractive blue eyed 
brunette, sporty, well maintained 
25yr old uni student looking for 
older male for discreet dates. 
Status unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 399619 

DEBS lonely 40's female with no 
ties, GSOH, N/S, loves the 
simple things in life looking for 
similar soul mate to be happy 
together with. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 399523 

HI I’m Sharon an outgoing single 
mum looking to find love so 
thought I would give this a go, 
please don’t make me regret it, 
someone call me pis. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 399197 

LUCY beautiful big bottomed 
black female, very tactile, seeks 
mature honest white male for 
loving fun times. Call me. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 397389 

KATHERINE 38, attractive, 
single, very lonely and looking for 
love, fun and male 
companionship. Pis get in touch. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
397123 

HI I'm Natalie 24, pretty, friendly, 
single, seeking energetic man for 
romantic walks, cosy nights in 
and fun-loving relationship. Any 
age/looks/race. Tel No: 0906 


CHRIS attractive slim 
sophisticated redhead, seeking 
male 30-50's to relax with and 
get to know. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 392401 0 

LOUISE 35, loves meals out, 
wltm tallish, considerate mature 
male who is not frightened to 
express themselves and enjoy 
life. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 395727 

MICHELLE attractive 30's 
female, blonde, leggy and very 
much single, seeking quality 
company, hopefully more with 
nice romantic male. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 395717 

BUBBLY female, 42, young at 
heart, honest, caring, likes 
outdoors, cinema, theatre, meals 
out, seeks likeminded male/soul 
mate, 40-50. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 357919 

ALICIA 19yr old green eyed 
female, very attractive, slim, long 
hair, independent, looking for fun 
with mature male, no time 
wasters. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 390059 

JOY 36 petite medium build, 
blue eyes, loves romantic walks, 
meals in/out, WLTM male 30-45 
for meets. Status unimportant. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
386629 

SINGLE MEN 

Ladies Text n' Chat. Text in 
now and chat to local people. 
Send : CHAT207 To : 65125. 
(T &C's below). 

57YR old male, good looking, 
seeking female for fun times and 
nights in. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 397463 

GARY 39, seeks female, 30-50 
for LTR and fun. Single mum 
welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 398747 0 

FRIENDLY guy 49, tall, fit, 
GSOH, attractive, seeks lady for 
discreet fun. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 399091 0 

TAYLOR 50, tall, athletic, GSOH, 
WLTM female, attractive, curvy 
for friendship, maybe more, food, 
communication, evenings out, 
travel. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 399067 0 

STEVE 54, attractive, seeks 
older lady, 55-75 for mutual adult 
fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 3997551 

CARL 40, likes DVDs, seeks 
female for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 393766 0 

CLIVE 46, seeking hot chick for 
plenty of action. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 392772 

BRIAN 60's, intelligent, many 
interests, loving, affectionate, 
WLTM West Mids lady for 
sharing occasional 

meetings/weekends. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

400115® 

52YR old single parent, 5ft 11 ins, 
slim, likes most things, walks, 
nights out, cinema, animals, 
seeks caring, honest, trustworthy 
female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 400039 0 

ROY 62, tall, fit, loyal, N/S, 
looking for that special lady. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
397637 | 

BRIAN 73, fit, N/S, own home, 
likes walks, cycling, meals out, 
nights in, holidays, travel, seeks 
genuine, caring female. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 399667 

GUY early 60's, fit, N/S, OHAC, 
seeks slim female, 30-60 for fun, 
adult times. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 399567 

LOOKING for love. Telford male, 
46, shaved head, average build, 
likes walks, meals out, seeks 
female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 397941 0 

STEVE 49, fed up, seeking 
female for fun and friendship, 
possible LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 393218 0 


WEST Midlands single guy 60, 
strong, WLTM affectionate lady, 
your place or mine for 
uncommitted enjoyment. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 
396807 0 

BRIAN 60's, ordinary man, 
strong needs, seeks affectionate 
lady for close friendship. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 396765 

INDIAN male, UK born, seeks 
white English female, 35-45 to 
enjoy life with. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 397509 

JAMES 56, 5ft 9ins, 
professional, OHAC, 

independent, no ties, seeking 
loving relationship with 
likeminded woman. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 397473 0 

JOE 45, GSOH, attractive, 
medical professional, seeks 
female for daytime fun and 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 396671 0 

GOOD looking male, early 50's, 
6ft, farmer, outgoing, fun loving, 
seeking attractive fun loving 
female, 25-35 who enjoys travel. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
393340 0 

63YR old male, fit, likes 
cooking/baking, tennis, seeks 
female, 37-50 for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 398825 0 

GENT mid 70's, seeks genuine 
lady, 65 plus for outings, holidays 
etc. leading to relationship. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
398575 0 

COVENTRY male, 42, 6ft lins, 
caring, romantic nature, seeks 
female, single mum welcome, 
25-55, any nationality/Foreign for 
nice times in and out. Genuine 
replies only. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 398671 

DAVID slightly disabled, likes 
sports, meals out, nights in, 
seeks female for fun, friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 393192 

MALE fun, outgoing, easy-going, 
seeking female for good times. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
393346 0 

55YR old male, likes sports, film, 
nights in, seeking female, 30-45 
for fun times. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 398049 0 

GENT 54, slightly mad but not 
bad will make you glad you 
answered this ad. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 398231 0 

STEVEN 49, good looking, likes 
a laugh, pubs, seeks female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 

397985 0 

GAY SINGLES 

IF YOU’RE LOOKING to meet 
or chat to other men, look no 
further. TXT: GAY247 to 65125 
www.localgaydate.co.uk 

GAY male, 34, slim, toned, 
seeking older guy for fun, 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 

395735 0 

MALE 44, seeking male, 18-23 
for fun relationship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 391626 0 

Bl male, divorced, young, fit 50, 
own home/business, seeks 
male, 18-45 for good times. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
391849 0 

MALE 58, youthful, serene 
nature, understanding, loyal, 
honest, seeks similar mature 
female for everlasting 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 391833 

CD 70 plus seeking CD 70 plus 
for friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 393208 0 

MALE 34, attractive, 5ft lOins, 
blue eyes, blond hair, seeks slim 
male for fun relationship. Any 
area, can travel. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 311892 6S 


visit us at: http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: 18+ ONLY 09065 calls cost £1.53 per min. Plus network extras. Mobiles will be considerably higher, calls are recorded 
and may appear on your bill. 033 calls are charged at standard network rate. TEXT*: 88833 texts £1.50 per msg. Mobiles must be MMS/Wap 
compatible in order to use these services, if not contact your Network Provider. Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week (3 x 50p billed 
msgs). To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs 
go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. Strictly 18+ and have the bill payer,s permission. Reply by Text to 66888 costs £1.50 per msg sent plus 
your networks standard charges. A minimum of six messages are checked and passed for safety sake before adult verified users may pass 
contact details. Max 150 characters per message. RBT is a text chat service moderated by operators, we make no guarantee that you can 
meet the people advertised and some profiles may not match their description. To stop text STOP to 66888. *SMS Txt Chat services on 
65125: after registration you will be sent 3 chat mesg at a cost of £1.50 per mesg then all subsequent mesg received will be charged at 
£1.50/mesg. SMS Txt Chat is virtual chat services meaning that you will not be able to meet the people listed. This service is for entertain¬ 
ment only. We reserve the right to contact individuals with occasional promotional invitations. Switchfire Ltd. To STOP text stop to 65125. 
Help: 08444457707. OptOut: www.SFire.co.uk DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0844 800 1188. We 
will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto 
this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. W/C 241212 
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SPORT 


Wait for a 
win ended 
as Brandy 
is a tonic 

Walsall 1 Colchester 0 

AT the 17th time of asking, 
Walsall finally ended their 
winless run, writes Nick 
Mashiter. 

Febian Brandy provided 
the pre-festive relief as a win 
over Colchester eased fears 
the Saddlers were in freefall. 

For the first time since 
September they could cele¬ 
brate three points. 

They had banked early 
points, but you can’t go 13 
winless games in League 
One and get away scot-free. 

Being dragged down has 
been the punishment but 
they escaped further 
damage via others’ failings. 

Saddlers haven’t entered 
the relegation zone this 
season - a triumph after the 
last two years - but the likes 
of Scunthorpe, Portsmouth 
and Shrewsbury can only 
blame themselves for that. 

The resolve in Walsall’s 
squad has remained, but 
doubts have entered fans’ 
minds and a crowd of 3,006 - 
99 from Colchester - high¬ 
lighted concerns. 

Given it was the weekend 
before Christmas there was 
always going to be a bigger 
drop off than usual but 
despite victory, the gate will 
be of concern to the club. 

Walsall have played better 
in their barren run and lost 
- and they will play better 
and lose in the future. 

It was a similar perform¬ 
ance to the previous 
weekend’s 2-2 draw with 
Yeovil, which should have 
yielded three points. 

Returning 

Colchester - having lost 
their previous four - offered 
little resistance, despite 
striking the bar twice. 

In came Andy Butler and 
Paul Downing kept his place 
as Dean Holden dropped to 
the bench, joining the 
returning Florent Cuvelier. 

Having the Stoke loanee is 
back after seven weeks out 
with a hamstring injury is a 
big boost. His 13-minute 
cameo gave him a platform 
to perform in the last few 
weeks of his loan. 

Brandy fired the best 
chance wide after the 
improving Craig Westcarr 
set him free while Will 
Grigg, Ben Purkiss and 
Adam Chambers all had 
decent sights of goal. 

Ex-Saddler Jabo Ibehre 
burst onto a clearance and 
lobbed Aaron McCarey, but 
the ball bounced off the bar. 

United were indebted to 
keeper Mark Cousins as a 
double save denied Grigg 
and Brandy two minutes 
after the break. But Brandy 
got the goal his performance 
deserved just after the hour 
as Sam Mantom’s deep pass 
sent him scampering 
between Tom Eastman and 
John White. 

He still had plenty to do 
but held the defenders off to 
burst into the box and sweep 
the ball past Cousins. 

First-time joy 
for Warriors 

WALSALL’S new dodgeball 
club are celebrating victory 
in their very first match. 

Walsall Warriors went 
into the friendly against 
Cannock on the back of just 
six weekly training sessions. 

They dropped their first 
game at Chase Leisure 
Centre, but powered on 
from 2-2 to win 8-2. 

Glyn Marston was the last 
man standing against three 
opponents in game seven. 
But he managed to dodge 
the shots, catch a ball to 
bring in fellow team 
member Nicky Preece and 
then dismiss an opponent to 
make it two against two. 

Preece removed the last 
two opponents to clinch the 
game win. 


ACTION HEART 5 ‘HEART RUN’ ENTRY FORM 
Sunday, February 24, 2013 

Name. 

Address. 


Estimated finish time. 

State whether runner or walker. 

Date of birth.Age on day. 

Club (if any).Sex (M/F). 

Telephone No. 

Email address. 

I declare that I am medically fit to run and understand that 
I take part entirely at my own risk. I declare that I am an 
amateur as defined by the UKA. I agree to abide by the 
current laws and rules of competition of the UKA. I will 
be 15 or over on the day of the event. 

Signed.Fee paid. 

(to be signed by parent/guardian if under 18) 

Date. 


Take heart for annual run 


BLACK COUNTRY keep-fit fans are 
preparing to run for their hearts. 

Action Heart’s annual five-mile run 
takes place this year on Sunday, Febru¬ 
ary 24. 

The 23rd Heart Run gets under way 
at 9.30am, starting and finishing at 
Russells Hall Hospital in Dudley. 

The event, supported by Dudley 
NHS Primary Care Trusts, is enjoyed 
by all types of people, from serious club 
runners to joggers and fun-runners. 

Many might not tackle the event but 
for the training schedule provided by 
the organisers, which will appear in 
the Chronicle. 

An application form is printed, left, 



or can be downloaded from 
www. actionheartrunning, com 

Send a cheque, payable to Action 
Heart, with entry form and SAE for 
race number to: Action Heart, 5 Baird 
House, Dudley Innovation Centre, 
Pensnett Estate, Kingswinford, DY6 
7YA. 

Fee: £11 (registered running club 


members); £13 (non-club members). 
There is no entry on the day. 

If you have not exercised for some 
time or are out of condition, see your 
doctor and get approval. 

Training: Week One 

Monday: 10 minutes (alternate one 
min jog/one min walk). 

Tuesday: Rest. 

Wednesday: Five minutes (two min 
jog/one min walk/two min jog). 

Thursday: Rest. 

Friday: Seven minutes (three min 
jog/one min walk/three min jog). 

Saturday: Rest. 

Sunday: 10 minutes (jog/walk). 

Look out for week two next week. 


Defence parting allows 
Moses to snatch points 


LEYTON ORIENT’S late show sunk Walsall. 
The defence parted to allow Moses to score, 
leave them all at sea and halt the winning run. 

Moses Odubajo’s late winner on Saturday ended 2012 
with defeat just as the Saddlers’ ship looked like steering 
into calmer waters, writes Nick Mashiter. 

Doubt surrounded the game after a Christmas deluge but 
the pitch passed an 8am inspection, although Walsall would 
now prefer a second crack after Orient’s seasonal stealing. 


Sam Mantom’s wonderful 
goal looked like rescuing a 
point but the Saddlers have 
a habit of shooting them¬ 
selves in the foot this season. 

In fact, the game encapsu¬ 
lated the season. Walsall 
should have won, it would 
have been deserved and they 
could have also claimed a 
point. Dean Smith insisted 
he would take the display 
but there will be a few who 
will take results over poor 
performances in the next 
few weeks. 

They have played well 
enough to win more games 
than they have this season, 
the fact they haven’t is their 
own fault. 

Responsibility 

All the effort comes to 
nothing when performances 
don’t yield the points they 
deserve. 

Craig Westcarr struck a 
self-deprecating figure 
afterwards and insisted he 
took responsibility for 
defeat. 

The striker missed the 
Saddlers’ best chances but 
the defence were culpable 
for allowing David Mooney 
and Odubajo to score. 

Walsall bossed the first 
half for long spells. 

Two snapshots from 
Westcarr were straight at 
Jamie Jones while Brandy, 
who picked up his fifth 
booking of the season in the 
second half, stretched the 
goalkeeper further when his 
superb far-post header was 
tipped over. 


Leyton Orient 2 
Walsall 1 


And on the half-hour 
Westcarr should have 
opened his Walsall account 
when Andy Taylor’s deep 
free-kick found him 
unmarked in the area only 
for Jones to smother his 
12-yard effort. 

The striker has offered an 
extra focal point in attack 
since his arrival from 
Chesterfield and has 
improved as he gains match 
sharpness. 

He has taken some of the 
workload off Will Grigg, 
which also in turn creates 
extra space for Brandy. 

His loan expires on Satur¬ 
day - along with Mantom’s - 
and Smith is keen to get shot 
of the festive fixtures first 
before discussing futures 
but the smart money would 
be on an extended stay. 

For all Westcarr’s 
chances, though, the Sad¬ 
dlers fell behind two 
minutes before the break. 

Mooney tussled with 
Andy Butler inside the area 
and, when the ball ran free, 
the former Reading striker 
reacted first to sweep under 
Aaron McCarey from the 
angle. 

Harsh, yes, but oddly pre¬ 
dictable given Walsall’s pre¬ 
vious performances and 
results correlation. 

To their credit the Sad¬ 
dlers kept pressing in the 



Jamie Paterson, left, battles for possession at Orient Andy Butler, left, duels with Leyton Orient’s Kevin Lisbie 


second half but only had 
Jamie Paterson’s wayward 
strike to show for their 
efforts. 

Time and again they 
would fashion fine positions 
only for the final ball or slap¬ 
dash play to let them down. 


Just as they began to run 
out of ideas though, Walsall 
levelled in stunning style 11 
minutes from time. 

Mantom, who made his 
Albion debut at Orient in 
2010, produced a 30-yard 
thunderbolt which arrowed 


into the top corner of the 
Orient goal. 

It was no more than 
Walsall deserved, but they 
failed to preserve a point in 
the dying minutes. 

McCarey had already 
saved Dean Cox’s free-kick 


when the winger’s cross was 
headed on by Mooney and 
Odubajo stole in to score at 
the far post. 

This was no divine inter¬ 
vention on the part of Moses 
- Walsall had only them¬ 
selves to blame. 


Saddlers in top gear despite coach of doom 


WALSALL arrived in the Aston Villa coach 
of doom but managed to avoid a breakdown, 
writes Nick Mashiter. 

Walsall borrowed Villa’s team bus - the 
one used to go to a 8-0 mauling at Chelsea - 
for the Boxing Day trip to MK Dons. 

After conceding inside six minutes, 
worries of a similar defeat lingered - but the 
Saddlers slipped into top gear to score four 
away from home for the first time in 12 
years (a 4-1 win at Swindon). 

After a barren spell of 16 winless games, a 
second successive win was welcome in a 
textbook victory - the gameplan executed 
perfectly vindicating their philosophy. 

Manager Dean Smith and the side have 
taken the criticism but never panicked. Any¬ 
thing constructive has taken on board; any¬ 
thing poisonous has been ignored. 


MK Dons 2 Walsall 4 


At the Dons they stuck to their guns, even 
after Ryan Lowe’s early opener, to claim 
their most satisfying victory of the season. 

Will Grigg did much to earn that momen¬ 
tum with a classic centre-forward’s show 
which finally yielded the goals he deserved. 
The first brace of his senior career should 
give the striker new confidence. 

The Dons had won their six previous 
Boxing Day games and were on the back of 
six straight home wins while the Saddlers 
were buoyed by the 1-0 win over Colchester. 

Walsall were immediately on the defen¬ 
sive and only Lowe’s awful touch denied the 
striker a goal after just 20 seconds. Smith’s 
men fell behind on six minutes as Adam 
Chicksen’s cross was crashed in by Lowe. 


The Dons relaxed and there was little 
threat from the Saddlers - before they 
stunned the hosts in the 15th minute. 

Brandy received the ball just outside the 
area but barged his way through the flimsy 
Dons defence before rifling an unstoppable 
drive into the top corner from six yards. 

Craig Westcarr threatened before Adam 
Chambers’ shot was blocked and the Sad¬ 
dlers cashed in on 25 minutes with a won¬ 
derful solo goal from Grigg. 

Jamie Paterson launched a ball long for 
the striker who was on his own against 
Mathais Doumbe. The Northern Ireland 
international left the defender on his back¬ 
side and curled beautifully into the bottom 
corner from 18 yards. 

The lead lasted six minutes as Dean 
Bowditch found the corner from the edge of 


the area after Lowe’s neat pass. The Dons 
were unsteady at the back and the Saddlers 
exposed them again two minutes before the 
break to regain the lead. 

Brandy wriggled free down the right and 
crossed for Grigg to gobble up his second 
from four yards. The chances continued 
after the break and Dean Lewington headed 
wide from six yards before the Dons hit both 
posts inside a minute, Patrick Bamford’s 
deflected strike on 64 minutes bouncing off 
one post and Antony Kay heading against 
the other upright from the resulting corner. 

Grigg then nodded against the Dons’ bar 
from close range as he chased his hat-trick 
and the Saddlers clinched victory in injury 
time when Paterson received a short free- 
kick and found the net, via the post, from 18 
yards. 


Town goal 
storm has 
home side 
run ragged 

Rushall Olympic 0 
Matlock Town 4 

RUSHALL were taken apart 
as Matlock Town scored 
almost at will in a shambolic 
second period for the Pics. 

Town began the Boxing 
Day fixture two points above 
the Evo-Stik Northern 
Premier drop zone, three 
places below Pics, but were 
too clinical for their hosts. 

The home side went close 
after four minutes when 
Dave Walker sent an excel¬ 
lent overhead kick margin¬ 
ally over from just inside the 
box. 

Matlock striker Massiah 
McDonald had already 
forced Chris Gemmell into a 
save before he was brought 
down by Wayne Daniel for a 
penalty in the 15th minute. 

Lewis McMahon made no 
mistake as he fired the visi¬ 
tors in front. 

Olympic did respond with 
efforts from Josh Craddock 
and Walker before Ahmed 
Obeng was brought down for 
a penalty four minutes from 
the interval. 

Cannoned 

Mitchell Tolley proved 
less precise from the 12- 
yard mark and cannoned a 
rising drive off the centre of 
the crossbar and out for a 
goal-kick. 

Three minutes into the 
second period Jacob Hazel 
hooked in a low effort from 
25 yards that bounced just 
past Gemmell’s post. 

But Matlock were not to 
be denied and grabbed three 
goals in the space of nine 
minutes. 

After breaking up a Pics 
move, the ball was played in 
to McDonald who lashed a 
drive past Gemmell in the 
67th minute. 

Two minutes later a flag- 
kick from the right went 
unchallenged and Hazel 
powered a free header into 
the roof of the net from 10 
yards. 

Then with 14 minutes 
remaining McDonald 
darted clear and shot past a 
shell-shocked Gemmell. 

Drivers set 
to lap up 
big awards 

RALLY drivers are prepar¬ 
ing for their big awards 
night - and looking forward 
to this year’s events. 

The Heart of England 
rally championship awards 
night takes place at Hagley 
Golf Club, Stourbridge 
tomorrow. And plans are 
now being made for the offi¬ 
cial launch of the 2013 
championship, which will 
take place on January 26 at 
the Curborough spring 
circuit near Lichfield. 

The calendar for 2013 has 
been finalised with organis¬ 
ers looking for an affordable 
but exciting on-road cham¬ 
pionship which will include 
a round at Weston Park. 

There will be eight events 
with five scores to count. 

Schedule: March 17, AG BO 
Stages, Weston Park; April 13, Horiba 
D’lsis Stages, MIRA Nuneaton; May 
25, Red Dragon IT Stages, Down 
Ampney; June 21-22, Lovell Rally of 
the Midlands, Hinckley; August 17, 
Centenary Stages, Barkston Heath; 
September 29, Patriot Stages, Caer- 
went; October 26, Fat Albert Stages, 
Keevil; November 24, Carfax Stages, 
RAF Benson. 

■ Top drivers and cars 
from the British Touring 
Car Championship will 
appear at the Autosport 
International 2013 show on 
January 12-13 at Birming¬ 
ham’s NEC. 

Reigning champion 
Gordon Shedden will be 
joined by Stourbridge three¬ 
time winner Matt Neal, to 
meet fans, sign autographs 
and provide an insight into 
the series. 
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Martin is 
looking to 
make his 
big break 

WALSALL boxer Martin 
Gethin is looking for the big 
breakthrough in 2013, 
writes Craig Birch. 

Gethin proved in 2012 
that he was over a long- 
running back injury and 
bypassed the English profes¬ 
sional title scene he occupied 
twice for a world ranking. 

His dream day at Walsall 
Town Hall on January 18 is 
a chance at British and Com¬ 
monwealth belts in his home 
town against Ben Murphy 

The 29-year-old lost 19 
months between April 2010 
and November 2011 but 
boxed twice in March. 

Pummelling Scottish 
champion Stuart Green in 
three rounds made people 
take note of the two-time 
English champion again. 

After Commonwealth 
champion Georgie Ashie 
passed on a title defence, 
Gethin went for the IBF 
International title and a 
place in the organisation’s 
top 50 for his next challenge. 

Carl Johanneson - British 
champion and holder of a 
Lonsdale belt - was no token 
test and a gruelling 11th- 
round stoppage must rank 
as his best result yet. 

On the same night, Gethin 
and Rowley Regis man 
Jason Welborn will be the 
first Black Country fighters 
since Wolverhampton’s 
Dean Harrison in March 
2009 to box for British titles. 

Welborn faces Birming¬ 
ham’s Frankie Gavin for the 
welterweight crown. 

Johnson is 
only champ 

WALSALL WOOD’S Lauren 
Johnson has finished 2012 
as the Black Country’s only 
national boxing champion, 
writes Craig Birch. 

The Wolverhampton 
boxer was taken to Walsall 
Wood Amateur Boxing Club 
eight months ago by 
Olympian Tony Wilson, the 
last British professional 
champion from the city. 

Granted, the 26-year-old 
painter and decorator’s first 
competitive fight was in her 
76kg female ABA national 
final, but she faced the unde¬ 
feated Natalie McGauclin. 

McGauclin didn’t know, or 
under-estimated, what was 
coming as she lost inside a 
minute, suffering two stand¬ 
ing counts as Johnson 
picked up a bona-fide ABA 
title. 

She could even box for 
England next year. Champi¬ 
ons are usually invited for 
training with the national 
development squad. 



Alex Greenslade scores for Walsall 


Comeback after 12-point deficit 


Lichfield 15 Walsall 20 


WALSALL bounced back to win 
after falling 12 points behind 
after nine minutes. 

They conceded a try in the first 
minute and quick line-out ball fol¬ 
lowed by crisp passing resulted in 
Lichfield full-back Luke Massey 
scoring in the corner. 

Walsall failed to hold on to pos¬ 
session or make sustained attacks 
and more than 20 minutes had 
been played before they got into 
their opponents’ 22-metre area. 

It was successful as neat 
passing released Alex Greenslade 


to produce dazzling footwork to 
beat the defence and run in a try 
from 20 metres. 

A well-worked try in the 30th 
minute followed good line-out 
ball. Lichfield were unable to stop 
a surge which saw hooker Jimmy 
Scott get the final touchdown. 

Outside-half Roger Weston was 
close with the conversion but 
Walsall missed the goalkicking 
accuracy of injured Matt Wood. 

Weston did an admirable job as 


a late replacement for Wood but 
Walsall’s revival was short-lived. 

The hosts were awarded a 
penalty and Josh Massey landed 
it to give them a 15-10 lead. It 
took a fine covering tackle by full¬ 
back Paul Naylor to deny Lich¬ 
field another try. 

The second half saw Walsall get 
territorial advantage, with the 
breeze. With the game going into 
the final quarter Walsall reacted 
to a ball ricocheting out of a 


scrum on the halfway line. 
Captain Stehen Halbert got pos¬ 
session and made a strong run 
before finding Andy Turner. 

He burst through and broke 
clear to run in a fine try from 30 
metres. Weston’s conversion put 
them ahead for a first time. 

Both teams had chances in the 
final 10 minutes, but Weston’s 40- 
metre penalty clinched it. 

The thirds won their league 
encounter at Lichfield 21-5 with a 
hat-trick of tries for Ed Mott, all 
converted by Jack Crowhurst. 


WE WILL BOUNCE 
BACK SAYS SMITH 


BOSS Dean Smith has labelled Walsall’s 
defeat at Leyton Orient a “travesty” but 
insisted his Saddlers side will bounce back. 

Moses Odubajo’s late winner cancelled out Sam 
Mantom’s thunderous leveller which looked to have earned 
the Saddlers a deserved point. 

But they slipped to a 2-1 defeat on Saturday - their 10th 
reverse of the season - with Smith a frustrated figure. 


He said: “We were disap¬ 
pointed at half-time because 
we should have gone in 3-0 
or 4-0 up. To come away with 
nothing is a travesty. 

“It’s not a case of picking 
ourselves up. They’ll be dis¬ 
appointed but shouldn’t be 
disheartened because we 
deserved the win. 

“We’ve played Orient 
twice now and felt we should 
have had a lot more - and 
we’ve played them off the 
park twice. 

“We have got back-to-back 
home games now and as long 
as we put in a consistent per¬ 
formance we’ll be OK. 

“We don’t want to be com¬ 
fortable. We want to be con¬ 
sistent and win football 
games and we did every¬ 
thing but win.” 

■ Walsall hoped to bounce 
back and kick-start 2013 
hosting Stevenage on New 
Year’s Day. Reporter Nick 
Mashiter looks back on their 
2012 efforts: 

Best performance 
MK Dons 2 Walsall 4 

One of the best was at the 
end of the year as they 
busted some coupons and 
kept an excellent record at 
Stadium MK. 

Poise and composure 
when it mattered earned a 
third win in five games at 
the Dons although many 
feared the worst as Ryan 
Lowe scored early. 

Febian Brandy’s ruthless 
finish and Will Grigg’s 


Walsall FC 


superb solo put the Saddlers 
ahead. Dean Bowditch made 
it 2-2 with half an hour gone 
before Grigg restored 
Walsall’s lead and Jamie 
Paterson’s 90th minute 
strike added the gloss. 

Worst performance 
Walsall 1 Scunthorpe 4 
Starting badly and never 
improving in the nadir of a 
16 game winless run this 
season saw boss Dean Smith 
admit it was the worst per¬ 
formance of his reign. 

Even David Prutton’s 
44th minute sending off 
could not help them. 

Niall Canavan and Mark 
Duffy had the Iron 2-0 ahead 
before Prutton’s dismissal. 

Canvan’s second two 
minutes after half-time and 
Leon Clarke’s strike ended 
hopes of recovery. Will 
Grigg’s 90th minute goal 
was merely consolation 
Player to watch in 2013 
Mai Benning 

The left-back is the latest 
off the conveyor belt and is a 
player Saddlers have rated 
for some time. 

He made his debut in the 
Scunthorpe defeat as a 
second half sub and was one 
of the few bright spots. 

Followed it up with a man 
of the match display in the 
wretched 3-2 FA Cup defeat 
to Lincoln to upstage his 
more senior team mates. 



Walsall’s Ben Purkiss, left, tangles with an opponent during the Saddlers’ 2-1 League One defeat at Leyton Orient 


Serving 
up help 
for ace, 
age eight 

AN up-and-coming young 
tennis player from Walsall 
has been included on the 
Lawn Tennis Association’s 
Aegon FutureStars pro¬ 
gramme. 

Eight-year-old Samantha 
Tsvamuno was assessed as 
one of the bright hopes of 
her age group. She trains at 
The Edgbaston Priory Club 
in Birmingham. 

The Aegon FutureStars 
programme recognises and 
supports some of the best 
juniors in the country. 

Tsvamuno has been 
included as part of the 2013 
intake and will be part of a 
group of 486 juniors from 
around the country to 
receive LTA funding and 
support. 

Talented 

Leon Smith, LTA head of 
men’s and women’s tennis, 
said: “We are committed to 
identifying and supporting 
our most talented players, 
and the Aegon FutureStars 
programme is central to this 
process for young players 
who are starting out in the 
game.” 

British No. 2 Heather 
Watson added: “The Aegon 
FutureStars programme 
identifies the most talented 
young players in the country 
and so it’s great that Saman¬ 
tha has been chosen to join 
the squad. 

“I hope Samantha uses 
this support to help her 
achieve her dream of playing 
at the highest level.” 

Ian Murray, head of spon¬ 
sorship at Aegon, added: 
“We’re delighted to continue 
supporting the LTA with the 
development of the most tal¬ 
ented tennis players in the 
country through Team 
Aegon and the Aegon 
FutureStars programmes.” 
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